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Miniatures, giants can add interest to vegetable garden
EAST LANSING — It tilling your 

freezer with produce to get vou 
throueh next winter is sour gardening 
goal, sou probably aren’t interested 
tn dedicating valuable gardening 
space to novelty vegetables

If, on the other hand, vou have 
plenty of room, or if you garden 
primarils for fun, fresh air and 
exercise or if you're looking for a 
way to get the youngsters intrigued 
with gardening, giant and miniature 
varieties may be just what you’re 
looking for

To grow a giant vegetable, Start 
with a giant variety, advises Mary 
McLellan, master _ gardener 
coordinator at' Michigan State

Healthy Pigs Go To Market 
Sooner, Thanks To MMEW

t NAI’S)—Why would n vuiu1'* 
ful -wmc pioduccr -.witch to it 
new pioduetion -vstim ic-quinng 
more work and monev ’ Dan 
Cnnoll coownei of (’anol) bnrntc 
in Cnithuge. Illinois tt>ked this 
veiv que-tum

Back in 198'1 he decided to 
move to ti new sv^tem known 
,i~ Modified Medicated Eaih 
UeanmgiMMEWi The piogiam w 
designed to maximize held health 
hv hteaktng the cvde of di->ea--e 
long a*-.ociatcd with conventional 
*wme pioduetion The switch was 
paiticuhnk inks for Carroll who 
was ah ends turning out high- 
healthpig' Heha“ntvci legietfcd 
it The ie'Ult*explain win

"Take mortahtv natt for exam­
ple saidCanoil At ft pet cent 
out MMEW herd is nearh one 
pi hi nt lower than our already 

' low conventionally weaned herd 
al 1 5 percent We’ve put about 
22 000 pigs through MMEW since 
19.89 At a market puce at SWO 
pet head that alone adds up to a 
savings of S22.000’’ *

Focus On Sow-To-Pig 
Transmission

The piogiam initially focuses 
on the farrowing nursing and 
weaning phases This is when dis­
ease is ofu n spread

Stiess from farrowing rou­
tinch inci eases a sow’s chance 
of contracting a number of bacte­
rial and’or viral pathogens A 
new environment clipping of 
teeth and tads and cassation all 
cause stress tn newborns, mak- 

•ing them more susceptible to 
whatever disease the sow may 
be cai iving MMEW disrupts 
sow-to-pig transmission of dis­
ease by medicating or vaccinat­
ing the sow and htter and by 
weaning early

According to Dr Dreyfus Froc, 
a Technical Services Veterinarian 
with Pfizer Animal Health, while 
medical treatment vanes accord 
ing to disease, most programs 
include- a regimen of antibiotics 
•Antibiotics can help prevent or 
eliminate infection associated 
with some of the most common 
swine discuses," said Dr Frm- 
“Di ug therapy with an antibiotic 
like oxytetracycline has proven 
effective- against pneumonia and 
atiophie rhinitis "

Jh we tning pigs early, produc­
ers minimize- their exposure- to the 
sow’s environment This enables 
the pigs to enter the nursery 
e k an

University
“Tor a record-setting pumpkin, 

choose Atlantic Giant, Big Moon, 
Big Max or Prizewinner," she 
suggests “According to one seed 
catalog, Atlantic Giant set a world 
record at 827 pounds, and fruits tn 
the 200- to 300-pound range aren't 
unusual Prizewinner, a Burpee 
variety, routinely produces fruits that 
weigh 400 pounds or more ”

For giant winter squash, look for 
Hungarian Mammoth or Mammoth 
King These may also tip the scales at 
several hundred pounds

The eating quality of giant 
v egetables is not usually on a par with 
their size, McLellan notes. If you

No Socializing Between 
Age Groups

Be definition MMEW incoi po 
rates a multiple-site* approach to 
swine pioduetion with each'stage 
earned out at a sepaiate facility 
This allows produce)s to divide 
opc-ialums so that when disease 
is detected all of pioduetion will 
not suflei

Ideally fatrowing nuising 
and finishing buildings should 
be two miles ap.it I to pt event 
spread of watc-t and art bin no 
pathogens " said Di Joe Connoi
However close proximity of 

farms can make- this difficult tti 
places like the Midwest This situ­
ation makes preventing cross con­
tamination by workers and equip­
ment even more important In 
doing so. lack of distance can be 
overcome by adopting measures 
which truly isolate facilities "

Costs vs Benefits
What about the extra costs’
Managing an MMEW pro­

gram and acquiring off-site 
facilities will increase labor and 
facility investment costs Up­
front costs and increased work­
loads, however, mask the long­
term benefits

“.Switching to MMEW has not 
only decreased mortality rate, but 
improved feed efficiency and fin­
ish time,” said Dan Carroll 
'Productivity gains from selling 
the most healthy pigs far out­
weigh the costs "

For more- information on MMEW 
and the successful*prevention and 
treatment of swme disease, please 
contact your Pfizer representative 
or call I-MXT24B-4HB5

'Effective control of any swine 
disease is possible using MMEW," 
said Dr Froc “Assuming healthy 
pigs art the goal of every produc­
er and that disease control is 
foremost in their minds can any­
one not afford MMEW’" 

want a big squash (hat’s also good to 
eat, try pink banana sqUash, which 
grow to be 3 feet long and 8 inches in 
diamater andyveigh 50 to 60 pounds

Other -oversized vegetables 
featured in various seed catalogs 
include yardlong beans and giant 
white Oriental radishes, which 
reportedly stay crisp and mild at 
lengthsup to 14 inches

Though “giant” is fairly self- 
explanatory, “miniature” when 
applied to vegetables can have either 
of two meanings, either genetically 
small plants and produce, or baby 
vegetables — immature specimens of 
vegetables that would reach normal 
size if allowed to grow. 

Slang in a language dial roll* up Bh -leeves, s|ii|N <>n ,ls hands 
mid goes 1<> work. —Carf Sandburg

In the second sense, anyone can 
grow miniature vegetables simply by 
picking standard varieties while the 
edible parts arc still small — summer

DAI NATIONAL AG DAy J . ..

SALUTING 
THE ilGRMNDUSTA Y

It’s the backbone of this nation. We depend on this great 
industry for many things, from the food we eat to (he clothes 
we wear and much more, We’re especially proud to honor 

American agriculture during AG WEEK, and throughout tUvyeai.

F.S. CARBON CO.
*

324 E. Dewey, Buchanan

squash or cucumbers when they’re 2 
to 3 inches long, for instance, or 
carrots thinned from the row

To grow vegetables that are very 
small when they mature, you must 
choose miniature varieties These 
may be small fruits borne on small 
plants, or small fruits produced by 
normal-sized plants,

Miniature plants can help save 
garden space or make gardening in 
containers easier Standard-sized 
plants that bear miniature fruits, on 
the. Other hand, translate into less 
produce fora given amount of space

Another type of plant found in 
seed catalogs is the bush or dwarf 
variety that produces standard sized 

fruits These compact varieties of 
beans, peas, sqttash, melons and 
cucumbers take up less garden space 
but produce good yields of full-sized 
fruits

True miniature varieties arc 
available in many crops, including 
carrots, eggplant, muskmelon, 
pumpkin, summer squash, sweet 
corn and popcorn, tomatoes and 
watermelon

"A careful reading of variety 
descriptions in a selection of seed 
catalogs will turn up both giants and 
miniatures,” Mel cllan observes "If 
they fit into your gardening goals and 
plans, they can be a lot of fun "
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Be cautious with 'bug bombs': improper use hazardous
LANSING — Total release 

insecticide foggers, also known as 
“bug bombs,” are effective in 
ridding homes of pests, but misuse 
can result in explosions or fire, 
according to Dr Gordon E Guyer, 
director of the Michigan Department 
of Agriculture
“Bug bombs are a convenient and 

inexpensive way to control pests, but 
directions must be carefully followed 
to minimize danger,” said Guyer. 
“This is especially important today 
since manufacturers have changed 
the contents of the foggers making 
them environmentally friendly but 
potentially flammable ”

The foggers contain a pesticide

which is released into the atmosphere 
by aerosol propellants to fumigate an 
area The propellants replaced 
chlorofluorocarbons, which were 
banned by the Environmental 
Protection Agency in the late 1980’s 
CFCsare not flammable

Since the addition of aerosol 
propellants, mishaps have been 
reported thoughout the nation In 
Mame, a resident used 14 foggers in a 
750-square foot apartment Tfra^ 
doors were blown out and the ceiling 
caved in. In an Indiana incident, a 
house was destroyed when the central 
air conditioning unit -circulated the 
propellants into the basement where 
they were ignited by a pilot light

“Most of ihe problems associated 
wiih bug bombs are caused by a 
failure to read or understand the 
product label/’ said Guyer He 
offered the following consumer tips

—Take care of reading the label 
and calculating the amount of 
pesticide needed for an area

—Do not use more than is 
necessary

—Turn off pilot lights before 
releasing the fogger

—Turn off electrical appliances 
(hat create an electrical spark during 
an on/off cycle, such as a 
refrigerator, stove or dryer"

—I ollow the instructions on the 
container regarding die health of 
family and pets

—Do not re enter the home until 
the specified time has passed

The ERA has recently required 
manufacturers of total release 
insecticide foggers to add

precautionary warnings about 
potential flammability to Jogger 
packaging

f or further information about bug 
bombs, contact Michigan 
Department of Agriculture, Pesticide 
& Plant Pest Management Division, 
P O Box 30017, Lansing, Ml 48909 
or call 517-373-1087

Farm Focus 'Firestone

The Leader in the Field.

Who Owns The Land?
It still 'tn puses many people, 

but big impmafmns horn the big 
tils (lout own Amenta's farms 
Onh I (colIm of one peicent of 
farms ate owned by imn-famdv 
< oipoi.it ions

Farms, especially lai ms (hat 
gross (tops, me im>iwheltwtugh 
owned bs individual and famdv 
laim businesses in the I’mtcd 
Sl.itOS NG (> percent of al) I'S 
lai ms me owned bs individuals 
'Ihe next hugest faun ownership 
group is Iannis partneiships with 
’) b pel vent Famdv tmpmatmiis 
with /ewer than 10 stmkhuldeis 
own 2 9 pen ent of U b Im ms

Families own !)9 I peicent nl 
(be lai ms in the I'nited Slates 
All the othei owneiship tvpt's 
non family icirporatmiis govern 
nietil umfs non-pi<dit gump* and 
misielJaneous types own ptst <F9 
pein nt ol V S fauns

And then' is no visible liend 
awav bom individuallannh latm 
owmidnp in the I'nited States 
7he (lends tli.it no visible include 
imleasing nmnlMisol small faints 
owned In families that vain most 
of then tutnmv off the faint and 
an iniicase in the number ol huge 
family owned lainis as moiv mid 
dfe sized famdv fauns m bought

Farm Butiness 
Ownership

Gr xWw pnwnVsl try IX ere S Cun |> m/

nut In expanding famdv faints
llowvtei thi United States 

Depailmint of Agnciiltmc d’hD\i 
iepmlsth.1t the hugest shale id 
farm piodmt 'ah s i IS 2 pen ent i 
is stiil pi mimed In model ate 
sized family owned f.mii' that 
ateiage about I 3<H> acres less 
than si million in assets and 
alioiit s50 0<M) m net l.nm income 
Ix-luie famdv living expenses

Celebrate 
American Agriculture

It’s the backbone of this nation We depend 
on this great industry for many things, from 
the food we eat to the clothes we wear and 
much more Were especially proud to honor

throughout the year ________

Ott Insurance Agency Inc. 
8934 1st Street 422-1101

Quality • Service • Value • Performance

Radial All 
Traction 23°

Our top of the line 
radial rear
Delivers outstanding 
wear, Irac hon, 
vibration resistance 
and ride

Radial All 
Traction FWD
• Ex< It is i vely designed 

for MIWD tractors
• Another innovation 

from I he I eader in 
the I ield —not just a 
dtmmized war

Tirestone 
AFTER HOUR 

IN—FIELD 
FARM TIRE 

SERVICE
(SHAMES and MARTIN 

till nr blbbli^yf I i

----- --  CLIP & SAVE- —

Super All 
Traction 23° 
• Our top ol the line 

bias ply rear
• 23'longbar/longbar 

design Im hellei 
Irai lion, wear and 
vibration resistance

Traction 
Held & Road
Your Rest Value, with
23’Bar Angle to:
• Optimize soil 

penelrahon
• Minimize slippage
• Improve fuel ec onomv
• Deliver longer wear

• ProvnlFMwdh.m 

steering and side slip 
resistant v

• Good flotation
* Wide selection of sizes

Champion 
Guide Grip 
4-Rib

"CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTEED "

GRAMES and MARTIN 
DIVISION TIRE AND BATTERY, INC. 
313 E. DIVISION STREET, DOWAGIAC 

TELEPHONE 616-782-6111 
171E. MAIN STREET, MARCELLUS

TELEPHONE 616-616-6133

oipoi.it
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Soybean foods shown to attack chronic diseases
More than 270 medical through these two channels and 

researchers, nutritionists, dieticians others
and food scientists from around the ' “I think the symposium was very 

important because it broughtworld gathered tn Mesa, Arizona 
February 20-23, for the First 
International Symposium on the Role 
of Soy in Preventing and Treating 
Chronic Diseases The symposium 
revealed research information that

researchers from all around the world 
together to share important 
information,” said Karen 
Bremenstul, “Those of us attending 
the conference talked a lot about

would be a more practical way to 
consume genestien, “-However, it has 
been shown that heat can have a 
varying effect on isoflavones in 
soybeans, so it’s important to use 
different types of soy foods ih your 
diet,” points out Rhodes.

Researchers at the conference 
indicated that soy foods could also

play an important role in treatment 
of heart disease “The important 
point here is that soy foods may 
actually lower the amount of LDL 
(potentially dangerous cholesterol) 
already found in high amounts in a 
person’s bloodstream,’’ commented 
Rhodes Researchers are continuing

soybeans in the possible treatment of
heart disease

As more and more research is 
completed on soy foods and their 
relationship in preventing and 
treating chronic diseases, look for an 
increase m the amount of _soy 
products you’ll find on your grocery 
shelves

could go a long way in demonstrating 
Soy foods' ability in preventing and 
treating cancer and heart disease

The Michigan Soybean Promotion 
Committee sponsored two Michigan 
representatives’ attendance at the 
meeting. The two are Karen 
Bremenstul, MPH, RD from MSU 
Extension office m Lansing who will 
be able to share soy information 
through the MSU Extension’s 
network with county extension 
offices across the state of Michigan 
and Kathy Rhodes, Ph D , RD, with 
U of M Med Sport and Michigan 
Dietetic Association who will

preventing diseases like cancer and 
heart disease and how soy food can 
play a major role in prevention 
treatment ” Researchers feel that soy 
foods could hold key ingredients m 
the prevention of certain types of 
cancers One of the ingredients is 
called genestien Over 400 research 
studies have been done showing the 
positive effects of genestien in 
preventing cancer.

According to Kathy Rhodes, 
“Genestien is found in soybeans tn its 
natural form. Il can be produced 
synthetically but copts over $1,000 a 
gram.” At that price, it

to search for more answers from

disseminate soy foods information

Cold temps gone, 
but farm animals 
can still suffer

, LANSING — Just because 
outdoor temperatures have increased 
doesn’t mean farm animals are "out 
of the woods” said Dr. H. Michael 
Chaddock, state veterinarian and 
director of the Animal Industry 
Division, Michigan Department of 
Agriculture
“This very cold winter has been 

particularly brutal for animals and 
some may not make it to spring,” 
said Chaddock “But special 
attention now can prevent tragedy 
later.”

Chaddock said it isn’t just frostbite 
and hypothermia that affect animals 
in winter months but starvation as 
well. He said, "The colder the air 
temperature the more food and water 
an animal needs to maintain body 
fat. The weight and general health of 
evgry farm animal and every 
household pet should be evaluated 
well before spring arrives, and 
measures taken if problems are 
detected ”

He said most complaint calls to 
MDA about emaciated or dead 
animals occur between February and 
April For many, it has taken a 

- .winter of inWquate nutntion for 
signs of starvation to appear

Chaddock recommends that - 
owners of livestock visually evaluate 
their condition and actually feel 
through the heavy winter hair or 
wobl to assess fitness

The most important thing an 
animal owner can do is provide fresh, 
clean water that is easily accessible 
Without it, dehydration occurs, 
appetites decrease and rife body 
cannot absorb nutrients Chaddock 
said it is especially important to 
supply adequate water and nutntion 
to pregnant or lactating livestock.

Whenever cold temperatures 
occur, livestock should be protected 
—housed in a bam or outside but 
away from direct wind.

Any questions regarding animal 
health or nutrition should be directed 
to a local veterinarian or a county 
xtension livestock agent

adding more soy foods to your diet

IT’S ABOUT TIME!
DIRECT DRIVE HAS ARRIVED!

Sr USES JOuQ
Model AbS 2120

12 5 HP Kohler Command OHV 
Smgte-Cyfmdef Engine 

6-Speed AutoGeaf- Transmission 
Direct Drive Shaft to Transmtsvon, 

No Belts
, fketncPTO

Welded Full length Two Channel 
SteeTFrame

Pivoting Cast iron Front Axle 
Manual Lift With Spring Assist 

Standard 38* High-Vacuum Dede
Optional Mulching or Bagging

$2099®°

6 Speed AutoGear'- Transmission 
Direct Oort Shaft» Transmsston, 

No Beits

t6 HP Vanguard OHVV Twin 
Cylinder Engm« 

6-Speed AutoGear'- Transmission 
Direct Drive Shaft to Transmission, 

NoBelts 
Elector PTO

H0« 2185

18 HP KoNer Command Ow V-Twn 
Cylinder Engine 

AutoHydro1* Drive Transmission 
Direct Dnve Shaft to TransmtssiOn, 

NoBelts 
ElectncPTO

Sectnc FTQ .
WeWed.Ful-Length, Twin Channel 

Steefframe
Pivoting Cast-Iron Front Axle 

Manual bit Wth Soong Assist
Standard 42 ‘ ligh-vacuum Deci: 

Opuorial Mukhmg or Bagging 

»2399®°

Welded, FuH-length Twin Channel 
SteeTFrame

Pivoting Cast-Iron Front Ade
—ManuaWt With Spong Asast

Sale Price! 
*269°°

Certain Decks 

$309900 
46” mower included!

Welded, Ful^Ug^Twin Channel 

PwotmgCasUron Front Axle 
Manual Lift Wth Spring Assist

Certain Decks

♦3799®°

Model 2160 
1994 Best 

Value Tractor

48” mower included!

MID-COUNTY
Mechanic I LAWN & GARDEN

SALES a SERVICE

PUSH 
MULCHING 
I MOWER

MODEL 1B8R PUSH
mulchwd mower nWWmM
■ 5 HP Brigg* & Stratton 

XTE Engine
■ 20* D*,p-Dome Muth ng Deck
■ Extended Rope Start
■ 9-Poettiori Wheel • Height 

zoiuetrrent
■ Optional Grass Catcher
■ Side Discharge

★★★★★★

Red Arrow Hwy., 
Bridgman 

across from

Siemans Ford

M-139, St Joseph 

across from

ACE Hdwr

465-6007
429-7500

Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30 
Sat. 9-3:00

Morr.-Fri. 9-5:30 
Sat 9-1:00
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Extension answers all types of gardening questions
EAST LANSING - There’s 

nothing like the threat of spring to 
bnng out the gardening questions 
Extension specialists at Michigan 
State University answer timely 
questions about flower gardening 
roses, vegetable gardening, 
landscape ornamentals, problem 
insects aitd related topics

Q. — What’s the difference 
between annuals, biennials and 
perennials?

A Annuals are herbaceous (non- 
woody) plants that flower, produce 
seed and die in one year Biennials 
take two years to complete their life 
cycle, Perennials are hardy 
herbaceous plants — that is, their 
roots live for several to many years 
(hardy), but the tops die back to the 
ground each fall. Trees and shrubs 
live for many years, but they have 
woody parts that usually do not die 
to the ground each winter Bulbs, 
corms and tubers live and grow for 
several to many years also, but they 
are usually considered separately 
from herbaceous perennials because 
of their specialized food storage 
methods.

Q. — What does it mean when a 
plant catalog says a plant Is hardy to 
a particular zone?

A. — It means that that plant will 
survive average winter low 
temperatures in that area Most of 
Michigan is in Zone 5. Plants hardy 
to Zone 5 or 4 are recommended for 
planting here Plants hardy in zones 
farther south may survive a mild 
Michigan winter or a series of mild 
winters, or may survive with special 
care tjL a sheltered spot, £ut an 
average or severe winter is likely to 
kill them,

4 Q —I'm finding some strange- 
looking hard-backed insects in and 
near some firewood stacked near my 
fireplace. Some of them have 
“feelers” as long or longer than their 
bodies; others have a metallic look. 
Are they anything to worry about?

A — You’ve described some of 
the long-horned beetles and metallic 
wood-boring beetles that can come 
indoors on firewood. The warm 
temperatures inside the home 
accelerate the development of young 
insects or bring overwintering adults 
Out of hibernation Most of the 
insects that come indoors on 
firewood a*e strictly nuisance pests. 
They don’t reproduce indoors or 
damage woodwork, structural timber 
of furnishings Carpenter ants, 
powderpost beetles and termites may 
also come indoors on firewood, 
however, and these pests can damage 
materials indoors The best way to 
avoid this possibility is to store 
firewood at some distance from the 
house and bring indoors only a few 
days’ supply. As fires in the fireplace 
or woodstove become less frequent, 
bring inside only what you need for 
each fire Any wood with tunnels or 
other signs of insect activity should 
be burned at once ot taken back 
outside. Control any invaders with a 
flyswatter antf/or a Vacuum cleaner. 
Dispose of the vacuum bag promptly

Q. — When to the best time to 
prune rose bushes?

A. — The best time Is early spring, 
before new growth begins. Prune to 
remove aU dead wood (live wood is 
green with white pith (the centers of 
stems) and has live buds beginning to 

swell, dead or dying stems have 
brown centers) Cut one inch or so 
below dark-colored wood at a 45- to 
60 degree angle about 1 inch above 
an outward-facing bud. Remove any 
branch or cane with no live buds 
Then cut out all weak growth and any 
canes growing toward the center of 
the bush. Opening the center to light 
and air circulation will promote 
growth and quick drying of foliage, 
which will help reduce disease 
problems Finally, shape the plant by 
(.uttmg the remaining strong, healthy 
canes to a uniform height. 12 to 18 
inches for vigorous hybrid tea plants, 
and 16 to 24 inches for less vigorous 
varieties and flonbundas

Q — Last year for the first time I 
lost several pepper plants to what my 
neighbor said was probably 
cutworms Within days of being 
transplanted into the garden, the 
pepper plants were clipped off al or 
jusi below the soil surface- They 
weren't eaten down from the top — 
rabbit damage i know all too well! 
Was it cutworms? If so, what can I 
do to protect my plants this year?

A. — Cutworms are certainly the 
pome suspect These plump, hairless 
caterpillars hide in the soil during the 
day, coming out at night to feed on 
young plants Though they most 
commonly hit tomatoes, peppers, 
eggplant, squash and cucumbers, 
beans, corn and other warm-season 
crops, they are general feeders that 
will also damage cabbage and the 
other cote crops, lettuce and other 
vegetables, as well as grass and 
weeds Thfs year when you set your 
tranSpiints Out, surround each one 
with(a cylinder of light cardboard 
three to four inches wide Make sure 
about one meh extends down into the 
Soil around the plant Unless a 
cutworm emerges from the soil inside 
the collar, it won’t be able to damage 
collared plants.

q, — What are the chances that a 
tree struck by lightening will survive?

A — It’s hard to tell A. tree that 
more or less blows up when 
lightening hits it is obviously not 
likely to recover Sometimes a tree 
dies even when it shows little external 
damage, however It depends on the 
seventy of the shock to the root 
system.

Q. — I converted an area of lawn 
to vegetable garden last spring and 
had-a lot of trouble with insect* 
chewing the roots off my transplants. 
Is that likely to happen again this 

year?
A — Wireworms, white grubs and 

other root-feeding insects usually eat 
grass roots Convert an area of lawn 
to garden and they switch to 
vegetable or flower rotjjs. They are 
less a problem in an established 
garden because it does not appeal to 
the adults as an egg-laying site. Your 
new garden is somewhere in between, 
so you may still have some problems 
with grubs that take more than one 
year to complete their larval 
development Soil insects tn general 
should be less numerous this year 
than last year, however.

q. _ ] planted daffodils one fall 
some yean ago, and they juat seem to 
•o on and on without any particular 
care. Is thk typical of spring- 
flowering bulbs?

A. — Planted in a good site, many 
types of spring-flowering bulbs will 

often flower year after year with 
minimal coddling A light application 
of fertilizer at flowering time — one 
pound of 5-10-5 per 50 square feet — 
is recommended, however. Cutting 
faded flowers from bulbs is also a 
good idea — it diverts energy from 
producing seeds to preparing the bulb 
for next year’s flora! display The 
foliage makes the food stored in the 
bulbs, however, so leave foliage in 
place until it dies back

Q. — My lawn is dotted with 
mounds of soil that look like little 
volcanoes. My neighbor says they’re 
caused by moles. I thought moles 
made little raised ridges in your yard.

A — You’re both right The 
eastern mole burrows along about 
two inches below the soil surface, 
searching for grubs, worms and other 
invertebrates to eat and raising the 
Winding ridges you’re familiar with. 
The star-nosed, mole burrows four to 
six inches below the surface It has to 
do something with the soil it 
excavates, so every so often it opens a 
vertical shaft and pushes the soil to 
the surface. Star-nosed moles are 
more common m lawns near 
marshes, rivers or other moist, low- 
lying areas Eastern moles are more 
likely to be found in upland areas. 
But one lawn can contain both.

Q. — What’s a starter solution and 
why should I consider using it with 
my vegetable and flower transplants?

A. — A starter solution is a 
solution of fertilizer high in 
phosphorus (e g., 10-55-10 analysis). 
Phosphorus is important to plant 
root growth, so using a starter 
solution gets plants off to a quick 
start and promotes development of a 
vigorous root system to support later 
top growth. If you can’t find a 
specially formulated starter fertilizer 
you can use any complete garden 
fertilizer that will dissolve in water. 
Add one tablespoon to three gallons 
of water, stir well and apply one cup 
around the base of each plant

Q. — What kind of caterpillar is it 
that makes those web irtkt* in the 
crotches of tree* in the spring? They 
get to be about 2 inches long, and 
they’re black and hairy-looking with 
a light-Colored stripe down the 
middle of the back.

A — This is the eastern tent 
caterpillar. It prefers small 
understory trees such as crabapple, 
wild cherry and apple, but it will also 
feed on peach, pear, plum, rose and 
hawthorn, among others. Its nests 
are often seen in roadside and 
fencerow trees in May and June If 
tents are numerous and trees are 
small, the caterpillars can eat all the 
leaves in a short time Trees that lose 
60 percent or more of their leaves 
generally put out a new set of leaves 
This taps the tree’s energy stores 
Repeated defoliation can weaken 
tree* and make them more vulnerable 
to other insects and diseases that 
ordinarily wouldn’t harm a healthy 
tree Removing overwintering egg 
masses from valuable landscape or 
fruit trees, removing nests and 
caterpillars when they appear, and 
controlling caterpillars when they’re 
small with Bacillus thunngiensis or a 
chemical pesticide labeled for eastern 
tent caterpillar on ornamentals are 
recommended control strategies Egg 
and tent removal are particularly 
effective in small trees that can be

c c
examined closely These are also the 
trees likely to suffer defoliation 
extensive enough to affect tree vigor 
Larger trees can tolerate more 
feeding damage

Q — I planted strawberries last 
year and am looking forward to my 
first harvest this spring. I understand 
frost protection can be very critical 
When do I need to cover my plants?

A — Strawberry plants can 
survive temperatures as low as 24 
degrees F, but freezing temperatures 
will kill the flowers, so you’ll need to 

i? BATTERY 
SALE - I

NOWTHRU 3-31-94

2 YEAR LAWN/GARDEN
TRACTOR BATTERY s2995

000 COLD CRANK AMPS 
TOP POST AND SIDE MOUNT 

72 MONTH BATTERY .... s6995
2 YEAR HEAVY-DUTY 

TRACTOR BATTERY-6 VOLT. M4”

SHEI

cash & carry prices • Installation extra 

TH NYE’S SHELL SERVICE
L1E First Street, Baroda - 422-1674

Dolly i om-6 pm; Sat 8 am-11 am; Closed Sunday

DID YOUR 
FERTILIZER 

PROGRAM LIMIT 
YOUR YIELDS 
LAST YEAR?

HAVE YOU HAD 
HERBICIDE INJURY TO 

YOUR CROPS
IF YOU HAVE COME SEETHE EXPERTS 

AT 
t AKE’S 

SERV/Cg;

New Carlisle, IN (219)654-3116

protect plants anytime frost or 
freezing temperatures are predicted 
Commercial growers often sprinkle 
plants with water As the water 
freezes, it releases heat that keeps 
blossoms from freezing down to 
temperatures around 22 degrees F 
Home gardeners more often simply 
rake their winter mulch back over 
them You can also cover them with 
newspapers, old sheets or plastic 
Remove the covering the next 
morning when the sun comes up or 
the temperature reaches 34 degrees F
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Consider shade tolerance
when choosing ornamentals

EAST LANSING — Shaded spots 
in the landscape can be a problem or 
an opportunity — a problem if you 
try to plant sun-loving plants there, 
or an opportunity to create a special 
grouping of shade-tolerant shrubs 
and ground covers that will thrive 
there

Michigan State „ University 
Extension horticulturist Curt 
Peterson says a variety of shrubs, 
vines and ground covers are available 
for use in shady spots

If the spot is shaded, narrow the 
hit of possible plants by weeding out 
all that will not tolerate shade. Then 
make a final choice based on the 
plants’ other characteristics: size, 
shape, texture, foliage and bark 
color, presence of flowers and fruits, 
potential pest problems and special 
needs in the growing site — moist 
soil, for instance, or acid soil

For example, to convert a shaded 
expanse of poorly growing turfgrass 
— on the east side of the house tn the 
shade thrown by several medium­
sized treest — to shrubs and ground 
covers. Such shrubs as Japanese 
barberry and cranberry cotoneaster 
and such groundcover plants as blue 
rug juniper and creeping thyme Can 
be ruled out because they lack shade 
tolerance. That leaves such ground 
cover plants as Hall’s Japanese 
honeysuckle, periwinkle, Japanese 
spurge, English ivy and Longwood 
wintercreeper. Shade-tolerant shrubs 
include euonymus ‘Emerald Gaiety’, 
Weller boxwood, oakleaf hydrangea, 
Oregon grapeholly, several 
rhododendron and azalea cultivars, 
and a selection of yews.

The available space rules out large 
shrubs such as upright Japanese yew 
and generally dry growing conditions 
means you'll probably need to water 
frequently or mulch extensively 
because most shrubs and ground 
covers that tolerate shade also tend to 
prefer moist soil Exceptions include 
five-leaf aralia and Hall’s 
honeysuckle.

Because the problem area is bound 
on all sides by house, sidewalk, patio 
and brick retaining wall, Hall’s 
honeysuckle or English ivy could be 
planted, two vinmg groundcovers 
that readily invade lawns and other 
areas where they aren’t wanted if 
they aren’t contained. English ivy, 
you note, prefers moist soil,

"Once you've defined the general 
limitations of the site and narrowed 
the list of possible plants to those that 
will readily adapt, you can consider 
the ornamental traits of the various 
plants," Peterson says "Through 
people often think first of such trails 
as flowers, foliage color and form, 
they’re better off to plant a less 
spectacular plant that’s well adapted 
to the growing conditions than some 
fancy, exotic species that will be 
lucky to survive. The common plant 
that's thriving will be the bigger asset 
to the landscape."

Assistance in selecting and planting 
landscape ornamentals is as close as 
the county MSU Extension office. 
Publications and videotapes are 
available on plant selection and care, 
plant problem diagnosis and other 
related topics. Look for an office 
under "county government" in a 
local telephone book.

Government Can Expect to Save 
With Options Pilot Farm Program
Could some of the burden of pio 

tecting America's farmers be shifted 
from the taxpayer to the options 
markets of the Chicago Board of 
Trade? The U S Department of 
Agriculture is conducting the Options 
Pilot Program (OPP) to find out if its 
traditional price support programs 
can be duplicated using options If the 
more than 1,000 enrolled m the 
program are an indication, farmers 
want to find out, too.

“When Secretary of Agriculture 
Mike Espy visited the CBOT in June, 
he was briefed on the results of the 
program signup and the trading 
which had occurred to date," said 
CBOT Chairman Patrick H Arbor. 
"The initial data and, we feel, the 
bottom line will show that the 
government could actually save 
money through producer use of the 
pilot program ”

The OPP was offered to corn 
producers in nine Midwest counties. 
Although wheat and soybean pro­
ducers m three Illinois counties also 
were eligible, corn was the emphasis 
of this first phase of the OPP. With 
20 million bushels of com allotted 
coverage Undet the program, pro­
ducers applied to enroll 22.8 million 
bushels

Under conventional deficiency 
programs the government pays 
the farmer the difference between 
the target price and the market 
price if the market price is less 
Producers can achieve the same 
protection by buying target price 
equivalent pul options (the right to 
sell a futures contract equivalent to 
the target price)

To hedge their crops, producers 
were required to purchase $2 90 
December 1993 corn put options 
determined by the USDA to be 
equivalent to the target pnee of $2 75 
(plus $.15 to account for the difference 
between futures and local cash 
prices). From March 1 - June 15, 
when OPP participants were re­
quired to purchase the put options, 
trading totaled 7,248 contracts.

Since each contract represents 
5,000 bushels, the 20 million bushels 
of com enrolled in the OFP would 
result in 8,000 trades if all options 
were purchased and offset. Con­
sidering the 860 contracts which 
had been opened but not offset as of 
June 15, it appears that virtually 
all of the producers who enrolled 
in the OPP followed through with 
their intended options transactions

Producers who participated in 

the OPP were reimbursed by USDA 
for the cost of option premiums 
in lieu of receiving deficiency 
payments or marketing loans on 
the bushels, enrolled The settlement 
prices of the $2 90 December 1993 
put option during the March 1 
through June 15 period ranged 
from 46 5 cents per bushel to 
64 75 cents per bushel and averaged 
53 5 cents per bushel Compared 
with USDA’s projected deficiency 
payment rate of 72 cents per 
bushel for corn for the 1993/94 
crop year, USDA’s costa on the 
bushels enrolled in the OPP 
were, on average, 19 5 cents per 
bushel less. Based on that compari 
son, the government can expect to 
save money by shifting some of the 
risk it bears for the farmer to the 
marketplace

Arbor said, “1 think the pilot pro 
gram will show that in most years, 
the government’s financial exposure 
can be limited. We anticipate more 
business in our agricultural markets 
as a result of the education of farmers 
about the pricing opportunities 
available in our markets. The market 
also can benefit from the additional 
information on farmers’ selling 
intentions "

Whether the OPP actually saves 
the government money in the ‘93 '94 
crop year won't be determined until 
the final deficiency payment is 
computed next March, based on the 
five-month national average cash 
market price. However, the initial 
results look promising. Arbor says 
the CBOT will press for the pilot 
program's expansion in 1994

Market Matters is a 'monthly 
column provided by the Chicago 
Board of Trade. 141 W. Jmkmm 
Bhd.. Chicago, IL 80604
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'Convenience gardening' a hot trend for 1994?
EAST LANSING - An article in 

the December 1993 issue of American 
Demographics says convenience 
gardening is hkely to be a hot 
marketing area in 1994 As examples 
of convenience gardening, it cited 
sales of bedding plants by mail order 
companies and planned gardens — 
planting diagrams and prepackaged 
sets of plants for various looks and 
needs
“Buying plants by mail is nothing 

new,*’ observes Mary McLellan, 
master gardener program 
coordinator at Michigan State 
University “The gardener still has to 
decide which plants. Prepackaged 
gardens simplify the choices,"

These already planned gardens will 
probably appeal most to gardening 
novices, she predicts, who may be 
overwhelmed by the sheer numbers 
of varieties available and the factors 
they need to consider when trying to 
combine them into a unified garden.

"If you’re picking perennial 
flowers, for instance, you need to 
consider height, texture — coarse or 
fine — flowering period, flower 
color, need for sun or tolerance to 
some shade, need for moist soil or 
tolerance to drought, fertility 
requirements, best time *o plant and 
so on," McLellan points out. “Even 
with lists of plants arranged by color, 
blooming time, shade tolerance and 
other traits, designing the garden can 
get very complicated.”

Planting perennials is an aapect of 
convenience gardening that gardeners 
have already discovered, she notes 
Perennials and some hardy bulbs 
come up dependably for years after 
planting. Combmed with mulches to 
reduce the need for weeding, they 
teduce the amount of time and effort 
necessary to enjoy a flower garden

"Perennials may be considered 
more of a convenience item than 
annuals, which have to be replanted 
every year, but what could be more 
convenient than instant flowers'’"

McLellan says “Gardeners probably 
tend to take the availability of 
bedding plants for granted, but they 
make it possible to enjoy a wide 
variety of flowers that would be 
difficult to grow at home from 
seed ”

Seed tapes — paper strips with 
flower or vegetable seeds at the 
proper planting spacing — are a 
convenience item, too Even the 
lowly seed packet, however, is 
wonderfully convenient

"The packet holds seeds of a 
particular variety, often an improved 
hybrid, ready to grow in your 
garden," McLellan points out 
“Because it is a hybrid, however, you 
can’t save seeds from one year to the 
next Even if the packet contains an 
open-pollinated variety, you didn’t 
have to grow it, harvest it, clean it, 
store it, and run the risk that it’s 
infected with some disease.

"Chances are the packet also tells 
you what you need to grow the 
plant,” she continues “When and 
where and how deep to plant it, how 
far apart to space the seeds and the 
final plant spacing, how often to 
water, whether the plant needs full 
sun or will tolerate some shade — it’s 
like a short course in how to grow 
that plant."

If you start looking through seed 
and plant catalogs, you’ll find 
convenience on page after page. 
Wildflower seed mixtures formulated 
far various parts of the country or 
different growing conditions — moist 
shade vs. sunlit meadow, for 
hwcance; wfndowrilt herb gardens 
(JtKTadd water); collections of seeds 
far flower gardens of a certain color 
or vegetables for growing in 
contriaers; even bulbs for forcing 
that have already received their coki 
treatment — just pot, water and 
enjoy

A few years ago, the latest m 
convenience gardening was 
computcrtized vegetable garden

plans The gardener provided 
information on the size of his or her 
family, the size of the garden plot, its 
orientation and exposure, and 
desired crops and their projected use 
— whether for fresh eating and/or 
preserving. The computer program 
would then design a garden plan that 
indicated haw many row feet, biJis or 
individual plants of each crop would 
be needed to meet family needs for

each crop

"Gardeners are always looking for 
ways to grow productive, attractive 
gardens with less work,” McLellan 

observes, “They may chnoose to 
spend their time gardening, but they 
will take advantage of ways to reduce 
the amount of hard work involved 
Less time working in the garden 
means more time to sit back and

enjoy it. Maybe that’s what 
convenience gardening is all about.”

CAMPBELL
FOMriJNCOUHWERCURf 

WNEnFfVEiinMr 
IS SMI DAY!!!

TRUCKS & VANS

AJBRR MICHIGAN
UMMA FARM BUHEAU Quick Facts

Farmers here in Michigan boosted 
production of cantaloupes last year 
by 53 percent. But output of onions, 
carrots and celery went down.

Health officials around Miami are 
asking for over S3 million to fund an 
extensive anti-rat campaign. The 
disease-carrying rodents have 
flourished in the wreckage left from 
Hurricane Andrew. Meanwhile, the 
state of Florida has sjrent $65 million

over the last 15 years to preserve the 
endangered Key Largo wood rat.

Researchers at Ohio State 
University say a decline in U S wild 
honey bee populations has increased 
the need for domesticated bees to 
help Midwest fruit and vegetable 
production. The drop tn the number 
of wild bees Is due partly to an- 
infestation of parasites that attack 
bees in their hives.

92E350 Super Cargo Van S12W
91 Nissan K CabifiUMdoi $11,989
91 Aerostar XLum SI 1,989
90 Fl 50 XLT Undid .SU,989
90 Astro Ext Conversion ..S12,989
90F150XLToii«,d«i . .811,989 
89F150XLTMb,.ded............ 10,989
89 Aerostar Md. li«u«-1« .SI 1,989
88 Toyota 4x2 S3,989
88 Bronco II XLT h,.d«i $7,989
88 Scottsdale vh \ui<> . $7,898
83F150 4x2 . ... $29.89
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Even informal garden needs planning, design
EAST LANSING — A highly 

formal garden, with its straight lines 
and symmetry and geometric shapes, 
obviously must be very carefully 
planned and designed.

An informal planting may need 
just as much planning, however, so 
that it becomes an attractive, integral 
part of the landscape

Mary McLellan, Master Gardener 
coordinator at Michigan State 
University, suggests that gardeners 
plan their flower beds long before 
they go to the garderi center to pick 
out plants

“Seed catalogs can be a big help, 
even if you intend to buy bedding 
plants,” she observes “You can use 
the descriptions of various types and 
varieties to choose those that will 
grow to the size you want, produce 
flowers in the colors you want and 
bloom at different times so you 
always have something in flower."

A handy guide to designing, 
planting and caring for an annual 
flower garden is extension bulletin 
NCR 399, “Growing and Using 
Annuals and Bulbs.” It is filled with 
how-to information and charts listing 

dozens of varieties, their flower 
color, height, proper spacing between 
plants, light requirements, and notes 
on cultural requirements, special 
attributes, major pests, etc

It also lists annuals for hot, dry 
spots, shady locations, edging, cut 
flowers, hanging baskets and other 
special uses

Which annuals you can plant 
Outdoors before the danger of frost is 
past, how to start seed indoors, and 
how to prepare the garden beds for 
seeds or transplants are also covered, 
along with— watering, fertilizing, 

controlling weeds, and identifying 
common insect and disease problems

The second part of the bulletin 
gives similar information on hardy 
and tendet bulbs for Michigan 
gardens.

You can obtain NCR 399, 
“Growing and Using Annuals and 
Bulbs,” from your county MSU 
extension office or directly from the 
MSU bulletin office, 10-B 
Agriculture Halt, MSU, East 
Lansing, Ml 48824-1039. Other 
gardening publications and videos 
are also available

Potatoes, sweet potatoes, dry 
onions, hard rind squashes, egg­
plant and rutabaga keep better in 
a cool place such as a basement, 
than in a cold one, such as the 
refrigerator

•e-e-e-e-e-e-e-e-e-e

MICHIGAN _ . . .raRM RiiRFaii Quick Facts

Fairly normal plantings and 
relatively good growing weather in 
Florida and California are combining 
to create a good winter vegetable 
supply and favorable winter 
vegetable prices. Broccoli and iceberg 
lettuce should be two of the best 
vegetable bargains.

found that iron from food sources 
like meat has more value to the body 
than iron from vitamin supplements 
Lean meat apparently enhances iron 
absorption in the body.

Researchers from the U S. 
Department of ’Agriculture are 
studying the diets of women to 
determine the mam contributors of 
carotenoids. Carotenoids are a group 
of nearlv 600 yellow, orange and red 
pigments that give foods like carrots 
and tomatoes their distinctive color. 
The study is an attempt to assess the 
anti cancer value of carotenoids

American beekeepers operate more 
than three million honey bee 
colonies. Ninety percent of all 
beekeepers are hobbyists with fewer 
than 25 colonies Honey bees are v it al 
to U.S. agriculture, contributing an 
estimated. $10 billion each year m 
pollination services, rttlich of it free 
in return for honey.

The largest single expense on fruit, 
vegetable and horticultural specialty 
farms is tabor As labor costs rise, 
mechanization becomes a more 
feasible option for farmers, but some 
fragile crops depend on the human 
touch

Env ironmentally-friendly soybean­
based ink is increasingly popular tn 
the nation's printing business. 
Several major newspapers, including 
the Detroit Free Press and Los 
Angeles Times use soybean ink 
Printers say the ink is cheaper than its 
petroleum based alternative, flows 
Setter and provides sharper colors,

You bet Nancy! Not iust the house, but also the 
foundation. well, septic. garage, front porch, vour deck 
tn the back, the driveway, we handle your financing, 
and everthome owners insurance if you wish.

Building materials made with corn 
starch turn out to be more than insect 
pests can chew Scientists found that 
polyurethane foam made with ten 
percent corn starch is cheaper to 
produce. And they’ve now 
determined, to their relief, that the 
corn starch foam holds no special 
attraction to insects

A study at Penn State University

Genetic maps produced by U.S. 
Department of Agriculture scientists 
can help develop animals resistant to 
certain diseases and bacteria 
Ultimately that will mean an even 
higher quality, safer and healthier 
food supply for consumers

Michigan farmers produced 90,000 
tons of spearmint last year 
Spearmint oil is widely used in 
chewing gum and for flavoring food 
products.

ATTENTION: FARMERS 
PROFIT FROM OUR 

EXPERIENCE

... Suburban can have your new Skyline Modular Home 
completed tn as little as 120 days or less.

Well, remember, if fakes about 30 fo 45 days for the 
bank to issue thetr commitment letter, and then we 
start construction at your site, the rest of the time 1$ 
all up to mother nature... and the power company, ot 
course.
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Call Us For Details 

683-3212
Stop ft W m u* TODA Y!

2015 5.11th Street, Niles 
Juel south of Ben Plaza
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Flowering annuals brighten shady spots
EAST LANSING — Light shade 

or a northern exposure doesn’t mean 
homeowners can't grow flowers. 
They simply need to choose species 
that do well without full sun

water per week during dry periods.
“Many of these shade-tolerant

annuals will also do well in 
containers,’’ he notes “Fuchsia is

Lowell Ewart, Michigan State 
University horticulturist, says a 
variety of popular annuals not only 
survive but thrive in shady spots in 
the garden. Impaliens, wax begonia 
and coleus are good choices for a 
garden that’s shaded all or most of 
the day Wax begonia, impatiens, 
sweet alyssum, salvia and nicotiana 
are well suited to areas that receive 
some sun during the day

A favorite for hanging baskets in 
shady spots is fuchsia.

Another option for a shady spot is 
tuberous begonias. Tubers are started 
indoors in early spring, transplanted 
after the danger of frost is,past and 
taken up again m the fall The plants 
bear spectacular single and double 
flowers in shades of yellow, red, pink 
and coral, as well as white, 
throughout the summer

Annuals such as impatiens and wax 
begonia are set in the garden as 
transplants after the danger of spring 
frost is past, and they flower until 
killed by frost in the fall.

Impatiens is probably the most 
popular annual for shade. It forms 
low, flower-covered mounds as the 
summer passes Flowers range in size 
from 1 to 2 inches in diameter and 
come in a rainbow of colors,' from 
white through pink and lavender to 
coral, salmon and red Bicolors and 
double and semidouble flowers are 
junong the more recent 
Introduetfans. A

Coleus is grown for its brightly 
colored, exotic-looking foliage rather 
than for its insignificant flowers. In 
fact, the lavender flower spikes 
should be pinched off before the 
flowers open to keep plants from 
going to seed and declining. Because - 
coleus foliage comes in a range of 
colors, from creamy yellow to rosy 
pink, shades of green, dark red and 
nearly black, a mass of a single 
variety gives a better visual effect 
than a mixture of colors and leaf 
types. Leaves may be fringed, 
notched, lacy or wrinkled

Salvia and nicotiana are usually . 
considered full-sun annuals, but they 
will grow nicely in an area that is 
shaded part of the day The 
traditional color for salvia is bright 
red, but more recent introductions 
produce spikes of blue-violet, ivory, 
orange, rose and blue flowers. The 
trumpet-shaped flowers of nicotiana 
may be pink, red, white or yellow, 
and their fragrance perfumes the 
garden m the evening.

Sweet alyssum, too, is usually 
planted in full sun, but it will do well 
in partial sun, too. In fact, it is less 
heat tolerant than many other sun­
loving annuals, so a spot that’s 
shaded in the late afternoon might be 
preferred These plants form low 
mounds covered with tmy white, pink 
or purple fk>w<F» ThgKrp most often 
used for edging in front of taller 
plantings.

Quite often, the hmitmg factor m 
shade-grown annuals is not light but 
water — nearby tree roots take up 
available water, leaving shallow- 
rooted annuals high and dry Fwart 
recommends mulching to retain soil 
moisture and applying an meh of

sun
very popular as a hanging basket 
plant, and .pendulous tuberous 
begonias were developed just for

f

The secret, Ewart says, is 
(Please turn to page 11)

Bnraetta Bowlfag of Edward D. Jmm A Co., 464 E. Mata St. fa NH« b 
pictared gtvfag a daily ctoriug stock report at 5:15 p.m. m WML. She b 
pictand with BJ Cole, who says anyone with favMtawat «MNfoa* cm can 
Mm at 6144212 for all the answers, (photo by Jane Peterson)

shade-tolerant are often grown in full

container culture. Impatiens can be 
very attractive in large containers 
such as half-barrels ”

At Michigan State University, 
plants that are usually considered

Pro Muffler, with easy to find (ocadons fa NUes and Benton Harbor, are E 
available to give you the finest service fa the area. Pictured b the Niles store, . 
located at 3 N. Third St. For more faformation call 684-4540. (Photo by Jane i 
Peterson)

A GOOD DEALAIWAYS
INCLUDES A GOOD DEALER

Havingagood lixal dealer is ven important-but its 
not part of the “But Factory Direct" program announced 
recently by another manufacturer

At Lindsay w e believe our dealers are a v itai link m 
helping you plan..mstall and maintain y our irrigation 
systems So, if you’re considering the purchase of a new 
svstem consider who w ill be sen icing it-both routinely 
and when you need help fast You can bet it vs on t be the 
“Buy Factory Direct” company

Instead, choose a good deal, a gexxj dealer and a good 
system, Godirect-toyourlocalh owned, lull sen ice 
Zimmatic Dealer

We're proud to be represented locally by:

The ftii iiing Champion

Plymouth Farm Center
10209 Ins Rd , US 30 East 

Plymouth, IN 46563
1219) 935-5500 • 1-800 487-3337 

Fax (219) 935-5074

JOHN SCHINI, Salesman
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Sunny garden can be home to dozens of flowering annuals
EAST IANMNG — So man) 

flowering annuals throe tn tull sun 
that the hardest part about planting a 
flower garden tn a sunns spot mas be 
deciding sshat to plant.

“Your choices arc limited onls bs 
sour preferences for color, size and 
flowering time." sass LosseB Essart 
Michigan Stale Unisersits 
horticulture specialist

Sun-loving annuals usuallV set m 
the garden as transplants include 
petunias, geraniums, alvssum and 
portulaca (moss rose). Transplants of 
these flowering annuals gise virtually 
ihstant color Marigolds, zinnias, 
sweet peas, nasturtiums, four 
o’clocks, sunflowers and cosmos arc 
among those usualls grown from 
seed sown directlv into the garden 
Sowing seed requires a httje more 
patience, but these popular annuals 
are quick andeas) from seed

Petunias are roughl) disided into 
grandifloras, double and single, and 
multifloras. Grandifloras have larger 
flowers and come in,a variety of 
colors Multifloras are prolific 
bloomers, bearing smaller flowers 
but more of them Multifloras have 
historically been more disease 
resistant and better able to withstand 
wet or humid weather. All petunias 
benefit from a midseason shearing to 
remove straggly stems and promote a 
new flush of blooms

The newer geraniums offer a wide 
range of colors, from white through 
pink, salmon and coral to the 
traditional reds, as well as bicolors 
Seed-grown hybrids set in the 
garden in May should continue io 
gtow and flower until killed by frost 
in the fall

Alyssum is a short plant usually 
used for borders Though it can be 
grown from seed started indoors, it's 
usually set into the garden as 
transplants m May Plants become 
low mounds covered with tiny 
purple, pink or white flowers 
Though it prefers full sun, alyssum is 
not as tolerant of high temperatures 
as some other annuals

Portulaca is a low growing plant 
with succulent stems that bears single 
rosehke flowers m a wide variety of 
colors It makes an excellent 
flowering ground cover for hot, dry 
sites, including rock gardens, 
windowboxes and sunny borders, 
where it spreads and fills in rapidly.

Marigolds and zinnias are available 
in a wide range of plant and flower 
sizes. Zinnias offer a greater range of 
flower colors, from pure white 
through yellow, orange, pmk, coral 
and red to various bicolors 
Mangolds are generally yellow, 
orange and brick red

Mangolds are among the quickest 
annuals to flower from seed sown in 
the garden — some varieties take as 
little as five to six weeks They’re also 
widely available as transplants

Zinnias are so quick and 
dependable from seed that there’s 
little reason to transplant them Such 
a variety of plant sizes is available 
that there's a zinnia for almost any 
use, from beds and borders to cut 
flowers The mam requirement for 
success with zinnias is full sun In 
partial shade or locations with poor 
air circulation — which can be caused 
by planting too thickly — zmma 
foliage is slow to drv after dew, ram 

or irrigation, and lends io develop 
powders mildew andahernana

Sweet peas, like garden peas, can 
be planted outdoors as soon as the 
soil is drv enough io work Both 
climbing and bush-type plants are 
available The fragrant flowers may 
be white or shades of pink, rose, 
lavender or red Look for varieties 
with good heat resistance — (hev’ll 

Tom BtnrttM * now the praddent of Suburban Homes of Niles, Inc, after 
smhg at zirmtater tar four years, located at 2015 S. 11th St. in NHes, the 
busineM is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-7 p.m., arid Friday -Saturday, 9 
a.m,-5 p.m. For more details, call 683-3212. (Photo by Jane Peterson)

Fattowlng Ciatn

last longer into the summer
Nasturtiums arc available in bush, 

climbing and trailing varieties for 
lull sun areas with poor soil, 
windowboxes, containers and rock 
walls The long-stemmed flowers mav 
be yellow, orange or scarlet 
Overfcrtilizatton or too-rich sojl 
produces lush plants with few 
flowers A bonus with nasturtiums is

that both flowers and leaves are 
edible.

Four o’clocks get their name from

the fact that (heir trumpet-shaped 
blossoms generally open about 4

(Plegse turn io page 22)

COUNTY LINE MFG. 
STEEL’S THE BEST WAY 

60556 ASH ROAD • OSCEOLA IN 46561 
St Hit IS to I ft 28, m^t 3 oilier 

north ti onio, on CmintY I ">0 

219-295-8131
HEAVY rU8E STEEL CONSTRUCTION

Gates $30 & Up

Sale Racks

Sail Locks
Hay Saver

Call for Closest Dealer
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Create Portable Gardens
( om.uiKr gardening continue■> to 

gam popul iruy lor man) reasons 
( ontamcUiinfciis an. portable pros id 
mg j cyfimind color and loniinual 
redesigning options Ilk) also wmk 
well in small spaces But linn are 
some tucks tocontauki gaidciimg

Gel started In an,dj/mg join aead 
ible spice What kind ol sunlight md 
htoisture will plants get time * I or 
example, it it s shads you II need lo 
choose pl mts that will ihrm m those 
conditions like' infpllicns or hostas 
t'sc both annuals and pcienmals 
I’oilcd antmals arranged m i bed miio 
dine xaiiei) and pimuk mail) comm 
unitscolot Or try dw.ul 01 mge ticcsm 
num ume mses both ol which can be 
brought induois when sold weather 
hits

I he containers sou use' make a dt( 
Jeieme ( eitarn plain varieties such as 
cadi require shallow porous md 
bisaihable <out.mu is like lcira emu 
Others like moister conditions md pie 
lerceianm or plastic pots which tend 
lo hold walei Ilk size ol the pot also 
mallei s Im instance roses need pots 
iwu tunes the' si/c ol the root ball

THE ESSENTIAL INGREDIENT for Hucecxsful cwntnlner gardening is a 
healthy uell-balanced sail mature containing Canadian sphag­
num pent mem. Peat retain* moisture and nutrients and protects soil 
from hardening, promoting healthy root growth.

ADVANCED AG SYSTEMS 
Goshen, Indiana 

“YOUR NEWEST AG BAG DEALER"

Make stiic )our containers hare exist 
mg diamagc hides or drill )our own 
using a ceramic drill bn

Health) Well balanced sod is uilieal 
to successlul container g.udeiung 
I’otliiig mists that conium ( an idian 
sphagnum peat moss me the best Iki 
Sphagnum peat moss is i natural sus 
tamable k source th it ivt.uns moistuie 
(neaily 20 times its weight in waler) 
and nulnems to pumiote deep toot 
growth

Behm plammu place pieces of wire 
mesh or broken poiiei) met jour cun 
i umrs dram im holes to keep the sod 
Irom washing aw i) with every waki 
nig I’m enough sod m the hoiiom so 
when \iiu pl ice the plant inside (alter 
genii) loosening the roots with )otir 
hand) dn top rd the root bill is seen 
wnh the lip of ihe pot I dl in with soil 
and lightls tamp n down Wait r diam 
and add more soil if necessai)

I or nloK• ups send a sell addiesscd 
business size envelope with S’ cents 
postage to I In lit <»/ (mill 
(ianl< nun; /In Sor/ < Sl’MA Dept 
Ml. KIBO \oimamlak I ake Bhd 
#W(). Minneapolis MM Ss4V

The staff at Stricter's In New Carlisle, Ind., can help you choose the right product for your lawn. The business 
offen a wide selection of lawn mowen, tillers, garden tractors, trailers and implements.

Some flowers do well in shade
(Continued from page 9)
keeping the roots cool by using plenty 
of mulch.
“It’s not direct sunlight per se 

that’s the problem with these plants 
— it’s that they can’t tolerate heat on 
their roots,” he explains. “If you 
keep the roots cool and moist with

*al —

The world's leading producer 
of sheep Is Australia, with a 
total of 174 million head in 
1969.

mulch and regular watering, they’ll 
do fine out in thesun."

A spot that gets morning sun and 
afternoon shade is better for these 
shade-tolerant plants than a location 
that’s shaded in the morning but 
subjected to late afternoon and 
evening sun. Especially on the south

<

Visit wnh represenlatntsfrom uw fewnte bool compam'
Visit Mththese representatives too Circk'TCWhmg Montana Sltersnuths 

Circlet Saddles n

Open Stmday for this very special sale!

Hobby Horse Special shipment of Saddles

,994 Spring &Summer Collection ^tes Big Horn Dale Chavez
ReadyToWui Show Apparel 

In Stock or Orders 15°r>0flf
English Riding Apparel

1 S'Wff instock or Special Orders 
Heels Down Rtdmg Shoes $55”

. White & Black Ladies'Childrens,Mens

Boots
0\er400Pairoi Bools 

Specially Priced 
All Others logoff 

or west side of a fence or building, 
the afternoon sun can be very harsh 
and the heat buildup intense In a 
northern exposure, on the other 
hand, where plants receive no direct 
sun but plenty of bright, indirect 
light, these shade-tolerant plants will 
thrive.

Chaps
Equitation Leg Split Leather 
in Black Chocolate Fawn 
Naw Grey and Burgandy

Reg SI25"
SALE 
$89”

English Chaps
Reg $05

SALE
$79”

55345 Fit Ml • Mishawaka, IN 46545 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-9pm • Sat 10-5pm ■ Sun. 10-5pm.

(219)259-1188
Vin • MasterCard • Discover

■Ml* SERVICE BOCTMC IAC-T18ACK» SYSTEMS'



1

Page 12 Supplement to the Berrien County Record, March 16,1994 . _

Keep trees healthy by-following these easy tips^
EAST LANSING — Healthy trees 

add to the attractiveness and increase 
the value of the landscape To keep 
trees healthy, follow these tips from 
Michigan State University 
horticulturists

—Plant hardy species in sites that 
provide the growing conditions they 
need and room for them to reach 
their mature size Trees will be 
healthier and need less maintenance 
if they’re well suited to the light, 
moisture, drainage and soil in the 
planting site, and if they’re 
dependably winter hardy

—Plant trees properly. Remove all 
non-biodegradable materials from 
the root bail at planting time. Dig a 
planting hole big enough to 
accommodate the roots Backfill the 
hole, water to settle the soil, and 
finish replacing the soil.

Mulch to conserve soil moisture, 
and support trees with stakes or guy 
wires to prevent wind whipping 
Shield against harsh winter wind and 
sun as needed

—Water newly planted trees

during dry weather Avoid fertilizing 
until thenext year after planting

—Protect trees against injury by 
lawn mowers, weed trimmers, and 
other lawn and garden equipment 
Mulching keeps mowers and 
trimmers at a distance

—Choose and use lawn and garden 
chemicals — especially herbicides 
(weed killers) — with cate to avoid 
injuring trees and shrubs

—Avoid using deicing salt around 
landscape plants as much aS possible

—Remove broken, diseased or 
dead branches promptly and properly 
so i they don’t provide insects or 
disease organisms an entryway into 
healthy wood Pruning out dead 

.branches can also prevent injury or 
damage by branches that break and 
fall m a wind or ice storm-

—Choose species or cultivars with 
few or no serious disease and insect 
problems When problems occur in 
valuable plants, treat them promptly 
and properly. Remove problem- 
prone low-value plants and replace 
them with superior species or

cultivars
—Protect trees during 

construction. Prevent wounds and 
soil compaction around trees by 
erecting fences to keep heavy

equipment at a distance Avoid 
changing the grade around landscape 
trees — piling even a few inches of 
soil over a tree’s roots or exposing 
parts of the root system can kill

sensitive trees such as beech it 
necessary, build a well around a tree 
rather than pile soil around it, or a 
wall to maintain the soil around the 
roots if the grade must be lowered

HOW LONG TO FREEZE AT O°F.
Food quality—that Is, 
its toxtun and flavor- 
may dMnWi gradually 
over time. To avoid this 
problem, store foods in 
the freezer no longer 
than what's advised by 
the USDA and by food 
scientists:

BEEF
Roast or steak.—..6 to

Parts, ...Smooths
GMetx..„.3 to 4 months 
Chicken or turkey 

casserole.., —.4 to 8 
months

Dudu Bassene—6 months

PORK
Roast—A to 8 months* 
Sausage—month 
Chops—3 to S rnonUto
nOTiiiiMsssessO Nmvuw

~ 12 months* 
^ownaaMsl 9 I* AtolWRU IWW8——■«—........n—J W “ HWW
A.—,—I an^^^u^ s

broth...MUMUMUMMa•———2^0 3 nwrUw

POUL1KY 
WWt toctav w cMdiMLolO to 12 mmHm*

NUTS——8 to 8 meoths for salted; 
8 to 12 months for nuealted

VEOETASf FS..............8 to 12 months
Thesefauns were provided fa the t/SDA, the Anterkon Frozen Food hwtnrte and Kathenne J T Htenphrtv 

ofthe Lii ingston County Cornell Cooperative Lotnsron.
The larger the cut, the longer It can be stored.
••Canned home shouldnot befrozen, because they may tom watery.

^■JacICs^H
ic it it it it it it it it k

TRAILER SALES & RENTAL
Rentals—Mini M.H.—Tent Campers

•Let Us Sell Your R V. on Consignment »
•Semite on All Mokes
•R.V. Parts & Accessories (Complete Une)
•Boot Trailers
•Utility Trailers
•Hitches Installed (All (losses)
•Repotr All Types, General & Rewiring,

I •Bottled Gas
•We Corry Moving Supplies, Boxes, Tape, Etc,
•Welding

UTILITY & BOAT TRAILERS 
FOR SALE

151370WWJjr» (91Q) 979.1ggfl BvZ’t!2L'’ 
So, NN, If <£> IU J L! C* I Uuv nynot* imcu ।

itirititiciritititirk'k-krkir-k-kk

The Berrien County Record is Berrien County’s oldest 
newspaper. It has been serving the area for 127 years - since 
1867. It is filled with local stories and pictures, high school 
news and sports, interesting features such as: Uncle Hank of 
Hills Corners, The Story of Buchanan, Out of the Past, 
Thoughts of a Stump Sitter, Reflections by Bobbie, Tricky 
Trivia and much more. Don’t miss out on the local 
happenings. Subscribe today and save $8.00 off the 
newsstand price.

Don’t Delay-Subscribe Today!
Please send a One Year Subscription to:

Name. ________ , . ____________ _________________________

Address_____________________________ ______________

City___________________________ State.___________ Zip.

Send with your check to: r-, ,
BERRIEN COUNTY RECORD *-* Berrien County $18.00

P O Box 191 r*nBuchanan, Ml 49107 Q Out of County $25.00
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Zahi’s Elevator and Feed Mill of New Carlisle has many types of feeds 
available and offers custom grinding as well.

Tips for successful composting
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Soil more than dirt to gardeners

EAST LANSING — Composting 
yard wastes and kitchen scraps is a 
good way to recycle valuable .plant 
nutrients and reduce problems 
related to waste disposal
-Extension specialists at Michigan 

State University offer the following 
guidelines for successful backyard 
composting: ’

—Do layer materials 2 to 6 inches 
thick, miking well.

—Do add topsoil to introduce the 
soil microorganisms that will break 
down plant tissues.

—Do add lime, small amounts of 
wood ash or crushed eggshells to 
neutralize acids that may form in 
compost — unless you're making 
compost specifically to use on acid- 
lovmg plants such as rhododendrons

—Do mix nitrogen‘fertilizer or 
fresh manure into the pile to feed the 
soil microorganisms.

—Don’t use partially composted 
materials around plants The 
microorganisms working to break 
these materials down will rob your 
plants of the nitrogen they need 
Unfinished compost may also 
contain plant disease organisms.

—Don’t compost' weeds that have 
gone to seed The composting process 
may not kill the seeds, and using the 
compost will sow them in your lawn 
or garden

— Don't compost diseased plant 
materials A hot, active pile, will 
generally destroy disease organisms, 
but any that survive will reintroduce 
the diseases to the garden and 
contribute to disease carryover from 
year to year.

—Do chop or shred large leaves 
and other coarse materials. This 
increases the surface area and speeds 
the decomposition process

—Do add vegetable parings, coffee 
grounds, eggshells and other kitchen 
wastes Don’t add meat or 
scraps or dairy products to the pile — 
they will attract rats, dogs, raccoons 
and other animals.

—Do turn and water the pile as 

necessary to promote decomposition.
—Do use compost to add plant 

nutrients and improve soil texture for 
flowers, vegetables, lawns and 
landscape ornamentals. Sterilize 
compost-topsoil mixtures before 
using to start seeds or pot indoor 
plants.

Your Headquarters for
Pole Building

Materials!

SEE US FOR THESE PRODUCTS AND MORE I

Framing Lumber 
Treated Lumber 
Plywood *088 
Pine Board* 
TrueeH (Floor A Root) 
WoodlJoitlB 
Pola Bam Steel 
Maaonry Product* 
Door* (Wood 4 Steel)

bakertown lumber 
& BUILDING SUPPLY

16699 Bakwrfwwn M., BucIhmmm 695-2342 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30; Saturday 8-4.

EAST LANSING — Gardeners 
are often advised that thebest soil for 
growing flowers, vegetables or about 
anything else is a good loam

What gardeners often have is clay 
— heavy and sticky when wet, rock 
hard when dry, or sand — easy to 
work, quick to dry in the spring but 
requiring prodigious amounts of 
water in the summer.
■' A good loam, says Darryl 
Warncke, Michigan State University' 
soils scientist, contains clay, sand and 
silt — a particle between clay and 
sand in size — in more or less equal 
amounts. Loamy soil is ideal for 
garden plants because it holds 
moisture but also drains well so 
plenty of air can reach plant roots.

Gardeners with clay soils can 
improve them by tilling in large 
amounts of organic matter, such as 
iqwn clippings, shredded leaves, 
compost, aged manure, cover crops 
or organic mulches This improves 
soil aggregatiorr — that is, it helps 
bind the small clay particles together 
to form larger stable units or 
aggregates. This, in turn, opens up 
spaces in the soil for better drainage 
and aeration Though it may take 
several years, adding organic matter 
will eventually impfovc the soil and 
make it easier for water and roots to 
move through it

Organic matter is also the 
prescription for sandy soils. Adding 
organic matter improves the water­
holding capacity of sandy soils.

Adding sand to clay is not 
recommended •
“If you think about it, clay plus 

sand sounds like a recipe for bricks,” 
Warncke observes. “Adding sand 
along with organic matter is OK, 
however. Sand and organic material

Window* 
KMchene 
Counter Top* 
Moulding 
Hardware 
Faatoner* 
Plumbing 
Eleolrioal
Hand A Power Tool* 

will help improve drainage and 
aeration in clay soils ”

Half of good soil consists of 
mineral and organic matter — what 
we usually think of as dirt, he notes 
Only 4 to 5 percent is organic matter, 
but it plays an important role 
Adding organic matter annually 
helps stimulate activity by .both 
macro- and microorganisms, which 
are important in cycling nutrients and 
aerating the soil

The other half is divided fairly 
equally between water and air, which 
occupy the spaces between the solid 
particles When the particles are very 
tiny, as with clay soils, they can 
become very tightly packed, driving 
out the air and making it difficult for 

* * *
A rose In any oIIk'I name would smell as sw< el, but would not 

cost half as mti< h during the winter months
—Georgi tile

No monthly 
payments 

and 0% interest 
’til September.* 

Nothing is simpler.

See the full line 
of Simplicity riding mowers and 

tractors today...only at your 
Simplicity dealer.

Simplicilq
Outdoor Power 

Equipment

"THE STOKE THAT SERVICE BUILT

STRIETER’S INC.
"The Store That Service Built” 

1333 St. Rd. 2 W., La Porte, IN 46350 
Serving La Porte County Since 1941 

219-362-3775

water to move either into or out of it 
Sand particles’ are much larger 
Spaces between them are also large, 
allowing water to pass through 
readily,

The one thing that can make a clay 
soil worse is to walk or drive on it, try 
to till it or dig it when it’s wet This 
drives put the air and packs the soil 
particles even tighter together, 
making the soil even' more 
impenetrable
“Improving your soil is not a one- 

shot operation — it may take 
literally years to convert clay or 
sandy soils into productive garden 
soil,’’ Warncke says “But the 
benefits are worth waiting and 

-working for ”
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Case International MAXXUM tractors win awards for innovation-----------
BUCHANAN — Larry Evans, 

sales manager of LaPorte County 
Co-op has announced that the Caso* 
International 5200 Series of 
MAXXUM tractors — available at 
LaPorte County Co op, was recently 
named among the Agricultural 
Engineering 50 as one of 1993’s most 
outstanding innovations
“We'-re pleased about the 

recognition given to the MAXXUM 
hne, but I can’t say we're surprised,” 
Evans said “Customers who’ve 
looked at or purchased 5200 Senes ' 
machines tell us they’re impressed by 
their innovative features and 
outstanding performance."

A panel of national engineering 
experts chosen by .Agricultural 
Engineering magazine reviewed 
nominations from component 
suppliers, equipment manufacturers 
and systems developers representing 
many different industries before 
selecting the top 50. According to the 
magazine, the panel < chose those 
developments that would make

“worthwhile contributions to the 
advancement of engineering 
technology ”

According to Evans, each of the 
four models m the 5200 Series is 
designed to offer big-tractor features 
and performance in a versatile, 
maneuverable package The 5220, 
5230, 5240 and 5250 are rated at 80, 
90, 100 and 112 PTO horsepower, 
respectively “Features such as field-3

pt oven Case engines and Case- 
exclusive power-shuttle shift 
transmissions enable the MAXXUM 
tractors to perform the same jobs as 
larger machines,” Evans explained, 
“but with the versatility and value 
found in mid-size traciors ” Evans 
noted that LaPorte County Co-op 
has the award-winning 5200 Senes 
MAXXUM- tractors available for 
demonstrations

Headquartered in Racine, WtS , 
Case is a worldwide manufacturer 
and marketer of Case International 
agricultural equipment and Case 
construction equipment Case is a 
subsidiary of Houston-based

Tenneco, Inc , a diversified industrial 
corporatron with major business 
interests in natural gas pipelines, 
agricultural and construction 
equipment, shipbuilding, automotive 
parts, packaging and chemicals

ARE YOU

"YOU TRY—I CAN'T GET A WORD OUT OF HIM!"

A MEMBER?Buchoiwn Farmers Credit Union is open to membership to any of the following people:«tad®Sfents•Those related to a present member♦fee who have any affiliation with the Agricultural Business
And That's Just The Price

*1,999

No hung Runs Like A Deerl?

16580 Bd»rt®wn Road P.O Boat 406 Buchanan, MI 49 Y67
PhoWFax 614(6*5,23^

KHeritaoE

t ihmmX’ mIi* mmmf

NCUA
B11M5.2334

DELIVERY SERVICE

whfets—Ctrl M

DOW

Comfortable, 
Efficient, 

Easy To Handle

The rugged John Deere STX38 Lawn Tractor features 
a 5-speed, shift-on-the-go transmission, a 12.5-hp 
-overhead valve engine, and a wide, 38-inch mowing 
deck. All the features you want at a low list price.

POLE BUtLDtNG 
MATERIALS 

HEADQUARTERS

CLAY SERVICE CENTER
51522 U.S. 31 N. (Corner of Auten & 31) 

South Bend, IN 46637.219-272-5243

PHONE 461-6981 FOR QUOTES

EAU CLAIRS LUMBER



Supplement to the Berrien County Record, March 16,1994 Page 15

Wildflower planting requires planning, work
EAST LANSING — Whether your 

fantasy is to turn a large expanse of 
lawn into a wildflower meadow or 
merely to establish a patch of 
wildflowers in vour flower bed, 
succeeding with wildflowers requires 
a certain amount of work and 
planning
“People sometimes think that, 

because wildflowers grow wild, a 
wildflower planting requires no 
planning or maintenance," observes 
Mary McLellan, master gardener 
coordinator at Michigan State 
University. "Biit choosing a good sue 
and preparing it properly, controlling 
weeds and choosing species that are 
well adapted to your area are as 
important when planting wildflowers 
as when using more domesticated 
plants ”

The first step ih succeeding with 
wildflowers is to determine your 
goals. Maybe you want to turn a 
high-maintenance lawn area into a 
low-maintenance meadow with 
something in flower from spring 
through falL Or perhaps you want to 
plant a patch of flowers to attract 
butterflies or a selection of woodland 
plants in a moist, shaded area. In 

each case, your goal affects the plants 
you’ll choose and how you’ll 
maintain them.

Most wildflowers do best in full 
sun on moderately fertile soils that 
dram well, McLellan points out 
Some, such as dayhlies, will thrive on 
ditch banks and steep slopes, but 
wildflowers from seed are probably 
not the solution to a1 difficult site 
where nothing else will grow There’s 
probably a reason for that, and the 
characteristics of the site that are 
hostile to other plants will probably 
affect wildflowers, too

A major factor in success with 
wildflowers is site preparation Yes, 
wildflowers reseed themselves in the 
wild with no assistance But when 
you’re paying for seed by the ounce, 
you’d probably prefer to get the 
highest possible germination rate. 
The way lo do this is to remove 
existing vegetation — especially if it’s 
quackgrass or some other peienmal 
weed that will quickly overwhelm 
young seedlings — and till or at least 
scratch up the soil surface a bit to 
promote good seed-to^soil contact.

Preparing the Site one growing 
season and seeding the next works 

well for wildflowers, McLellan notes
Wildflower seed mixtures generally 

contain both annuals and perennials. 
Such a mixture gives you flowers 
during the first year (the annuals, 
which flower, produce seed and die 
all in one growing season) while the 
perennials are getting established If 
you want a chance to enjoy the 
annuals, you almost have to plant in 
spring or early summer An 
alternative is to buy seed of 
individual species and plant them in 
swaths or blocks rather than a 
jumble This enables you to plant 
various species at different times
“It’s also a good way to save 

money on seed start small, with 
blocks of individual species, and 
harvest ,the seed," McLellan 
suggests. "With that seed, you can 
expand your planting the next year 
This reduces the size of the site to be 
prepared at any one time, too, and 
spreads the labor of establishing the 
planting over two or more seasons ”

Planting wildflower seed species m 
blocks also makes it easier to tell 

which of the emerging seedlings are 
flowers and which are weeds and so 
takes some of the guesswork out of 
weed control, she adds Regular 
weeding or mulching to inhibit weed 
growth is necessary to prevent a weed 
take-over of the wildflower site

Though wildflowers are generally 
fairly drought tolerant, they’re like 
other seed-grown plants in that they 
need moisture for germination and 
early growth Keeping the site evenly 
moist for the first 4 to 6 weeks gets 
the seedlings off to a good start 
Once they’re growing well, you can 
gradually taper off watering except 
during extanded dry periods, relying 
on normal rainfall to supply their 
needs.

Once your wildflower planting is 
established, it needs to be mowed 
annually in late fall. The cut material 
can remain where it falls or be raked 
off and composted

Most seed catalogs offer 
wildflower mixtures Make sure the 
mix you choose contains seeds of 
plants suited to your growing zone. A

mixture of desert plants suited to 
southern California won’t do well in 
Michigan, McLellan notes. Some 
Specialty producers offer seeds of 
individual species For a list of seed 
suppliers, contact The Wildflower 
Group, A S T A , 601 13th St 
N W , Suite 570 South, Washington, 
DC 20005-1593

*

Early Bird
Distributor of
FARM A 

kfamily oaie WCENTER

CHORE-TIME & LESCO

SLEEVE ASSEMBLIES
Oliver & more
All makes available at 
very good prices.

$125.55
AS

Used parts available.
1994 Catalog available now- 

pk-k opyoor free copy’ 
l*rices good through April I si

H.F.S. TRACTOR
Sales and Service

iwwtte»H5u$mKE
BARODA

% mi. North ol Bored* on 
SteventvMo-BsrOdo Ad

422-1753
Mon.-Frf. 8-B

Sat.B-4

NILES 
1211 S 11th Street 

(Across from McDonM*) 
683-7272 

Mon.-Fri. »-•
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Built-in resistance helps reduce problems in garden
EAST LANSING — Weeds, 

insects and weather are probably the 
top three vegetable garden problems 
But plant diseases can be devastating, 
too

The best way to avoid disease 
problems in the vegetable garden is to 
plant disease-resistant varieties 
whenever possible, says Mary
Hausbeck, extension plant 
pathologist at Michigan State 
University Disease resistance, 
combined with rotation of certain 
crops around the garden, should 
virtually eliminate untreatable soil- 
bome diseases that can carry over m 
the garden from year to year, she 
says Of particular concern are 
Verticilhum and Fusarium wilts.

Crop rotation, she explains,-is 
moving related groups of crops each 
year so crops susceptible to the same 
diseases and pests don't follow one 
another in the same spot This 
interferes with the buildup of pests 
and disease organisms and their 
carryover from one year to the next

Some diseases are transmitted by 
viruses, bacteria or fungi on seeds or 
plants Starting with disease-free 
seeds and transplants is more likely if 
you obtain seeds from reputable 
dealers than if you save your own 
seed, Hausbeck suggests Saving 
seeds from last year’s garden may be 
importing last year’s problems, too.

Choosing a well-drained, sunny 

spot for the garden can help prevent 
root and foliar diseases, Hausbeck 
says
“Plants grownv m low-lying or 

poorly drained, areas often develop 
root rot," she observes “Also, high 
humidity in these areas means foliage 
i$ slow to dry after a ram, dew or 
overhead irrigation Many leaf 
diseases can get established only if 
leaves remain wet for long periods of 
time, so you want to place your 
garden where cool, moist air will 
dram away from plants, plants 
receive eight to 10 hours of direct sun 
each day and air can circulate freely 

around them ”
When diseases are carried by 

insects, the primary way to prevent 
the disease is to control the insect 
Bacterial wilt of cucumbers and 
squashes is a good example The only 
way to keep it from killing your 
cucurbits is to prevent the cucumber 
beetiers that carry it from feeding on 
your plants and transmitting the wilt 
organism.

Sanitation, such as cleaning up 
diseased plant materials after harvest 
and burning or burying them some 
distance from the garden, controlling 
weeds that can serve as alternate 

hosts for diseases and pests, and 
providing crops with the water and 
nutrients they need to grow 
vigorously are other factors in garden 
disease control. Plants under stress 
from too little or too much water or 
low soil fertility are more susceptible 
to diseases, Hausbeck explains

Some diseases may occur m spite 
of all these efforts, she notes For 
example, tomatoes are often affected 
by fungi that cause leaf spots or 
blights Applying fungicides as soon 
as symptoms are noted should 
prevent serious lossfs of fobage or 
fruit

Bachaaia Food MM, located oa Railroad Stmt la BachaaM, offos a 
variety of pet products iadadiag food aad bird feed. Hoars are S a,m.-5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday and S a.m.-soon oa Saturday. For more iafonaatiea, call 
(95-3391. (Photo by Jane Peterson)

AG Trade Helps U.S. Economy

PRICES GOOD THRU MAY 15,1994

I jrmers help the United States 
economy by creating a large favor­
able trade balance of U S agricultur­
al exports oxer agricultural imports

The Lnited States is the world s 
largest exporter ol agricultural prod­
ucts (S40 2 billion worm annually)

The United Stales is meruhclm- 
mgly an industrial nation, only 2 per­
cent ol the population works on 
farms But L S farmers are so pro­
ductive that agriculture still accounts 
for more than 15 percent of all U S 
exports The production from one out 
ol every 2 5 acres ol cropland har­
vested is exported

The great productivity of U S iarms 
allows us to use all ol the lanii prod­
ucts we can inside the United States 
and stiff be able to sell 69 percent ol 
our wheat. 41 percent of our com, 59 
percent of our soybean products and 
more than 50 pert an' >! our cotton ”i 
earn income m foreign countries

I S lann pnxluciaity helps the 
nation hold strong market shares in 
Ilie worldwide market lor farm prod- 
trets The US shares ol important 
crop markets ale on the order ol 17 
percent ol world wheat exports X6 
percent ol world soybean exports and 
21 perccnl ol world rice exports

f poking al iiKmuther way U S 
farmers have developed their 
exports to a point where 25 percent

Parcantaga 
of Farm Products 
Sold Overaaaa

of the income they generate to keep 
(heir operations going comes from 
foreign consumers instead til U S 
consumers The huge export indus­
try that L S I arm productivity is 
able to keep supplied employs nwre 
than a million people in the United 
Slates f ach dollar's worth ol U S' 
farm commodities exported gener­
ates about SI 59 tn additional eco­
nomic activity in finance, trans­
portation warehousing, and farm 
supply manufacturing, distribution 
and sales

Farm 
Tested 
Amoco 1000 Fluid 
Modem liodot fluids, because of recent trends, have Io 
meal tonlklmg tequnemenis liodot frnof dnvt gems 
limit a viscous, high [Pod, bul loday's Iradm fluids 
must hove o viscosity simiioi Io ihol of on oulomolit 
Iftmsnwsion livid ond ol ihe same lane mcmloin 
compel ibiiity Mh pump molenafs and toppet

hoosiwssuon dutch pkiles. In Ml brake noise 
suppession, ond lot HO dukh capacity ftKlioaol 
(hoiociensKs must h ophnwed in otht Io satisfy 

lltesedtvetse tquwemeHts.
Il is obvious ihol ddicole balances ond crneU trade oils 

Me involved in developing o troctcw/liydi ouIk fluid 
Amoco 1000 fluid wos lamuloled speedKelly Io ml 
Ihe pmlotmonce leqwtements of today's modem 

T

Aalfs
Petroleum, Inc.

Please Coll
695-6531

T Lifeline.

Farm, Home 
and Industry

lintlot/hydiovk fluid Amoco 1000 fluid ptovndes 
wcedenl low lempetatwe fluidity, gem ond pomp weot 
piotertioo, wotec lotetonce, Hlef oMity, fixlionol 
choiodetislics for HO chilches ond wet brakes, ond 
seol compolibdity. Sotislodocy pedotmoote is provided 
by Amoco 1000 fluid in Ihe following iroefors 
•Ferdi
• 1.1. Casa 
•lateraotianal Harvester 
•Allis-Chalmers
• Massay-Fergasam 
•Aeba Deere
•Oliver
•White
•Steiger
• Miiwiewgselis-Meline
In addition Io fulfilling die tguuemtnls of lodoy’s form 
equipment, Amoco 1000 fluid also meets Alison (-3 
ond (oleipiNm 10 2 honsmtssran spetilKoiions 
lot specific liodoi lubtKiml tetommendobotis, pleased 
iel« Io yow Amoco lubncolion Recommendation f wm 
fqtnptnenl Guide

5 gal 
mH
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Louie Zehuko of Lake’i Farm Service b pictured in the New Cariirie, 
Ind., office. The buaincM ie)b fertHittn and chemicab in addition to baying, 
selling and storing grain, The staff can abo create a custom bleed of fertilizer, 
lime or chemicals to fit any farmer’s needs. (Photo by Maryjeanne Holmes)

R.F.D. by MIKE MARLAND

BUT AFTER CAREFUL 
CDN6ID6R4T1ONWENE 
DECIDED W 900 DO 
NarUErQUAUFVi&

EE A PILLAR OF 
L THE COMMUNITY

MARK FARM SUPPLY
Quality Products At Reasonable Prices 

TILLAGE TOOLS SEEDS FERTILIZERS

• Plow Shares
• Landsides
• Shims
• Chisel Points
• Disc Blades
• Field Cultivator 

Shovels
• Baier Twine

• Soybean
• Wheat
• Corn
• Clovers
• Alfalfas
• Fieldgrass
• Bluegrass
• Ryegrass
• Horse-Cattle 

Pasture Mixes

MON.—SAT. 8-5

We are the farmer's friend

Mark Farm Supply
5 miles south of 

Buchanan on Orange Rd. 
(616) 6834)598

Beautiful Gardens Bloom 
in a Most Unlikely Place

Ilie Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
blooms tn the middle ol one ol the 
largest cities in the world I he well 
manicured lormal and informal gar 
dens communicate the vitality ol 
nature amid urban brick and con 
crete Reclaimed Irom a waste dump 
m 1910 the Garden s SO acres are 
devoted to-the collection study and 
interpretation ol plants lor the cn|o\ 
incut and education ol al)

I very season a new facet ol the 
Garden is highlighted I he erand 
spring spectacle ol fragrant magno­
lias and massed flowering cherries 
and crab-apples lor which the 
Garden is world famous stands tn 
contrast to winter s tracery of leaf­
less branches Some I2.IXX) diller- 
ent kinds ol plants arc grown here 
and .ill arc labeled with the common 
and scientific names and country of 
origin Almost every country is rep­
resented. alders from Corsica rub 
branches with Lurastan birches and 
the perpetual warmth under glass 
nurtures a host of plants including 
tlie soursop of Tropical America

Brooklyn Botanic Garden main­
tains a level ot excellence in horti­
culture. education science cultural 
programs and community service 
that slums hi its scope and beauty

BUT IF W EXHIBIT 
AhW behavior 

INCCWSJfiTENTWl-nJ 
YOUR NEW STATURE

• Liquid 10-34-0
•Bagged
• 28% Nitrogen
• 13-13-13
• 6-24-24
• 8-32-16
• Ammonium Nitrate

We operate on 
Central Day li teTime. 

(Indiana Time)

CARPET! CARPET! CARPET! 
15-25% Off

Over 250 Carpet Remnants */ "*14
Variety of styles, colors, sizes

Commercial Carpet
32 Colors - 

12+15' widths
$495

On all special order carpets
Save 45-60% Off

Kltcten Catinntt to Brammer, Klieken Knmpact I Marsh
MAimrS HOME IHPROVEMENT CENTEf

3 Miles S. ofDowagiac on M-51 
MS*turd»y9-3 782-6560

CLEARANCE SALE

CLOSE OUT 
“SKIL” 

POWER TOOLS 

20% OFF

ALL CABINET 
HARDWARE 

30% OFF

ALL BUILDERS’ 
HARDWARE

25% OF,
GALVANIZED

PIPE FITTINGS 
. %”To1%”

50% OFF
WHITE CROSS­

BUCK 
ALUM. COMB.

DOORS

SKQ50
ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO STOCK

ON HAND

AREA BUILDING SUPPLY
NO. FRONT ST

N(LES. MICHIGAN

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Philadelphia - World 
AlladmA More

sq yd

SAVE $2.00
or more sq. ft.

CLOSE-OUT 
“HOW TO 
VIDEOS” 

BUY ONE GET ONE

FREE
ELECTRONIC 
STUD FINDER 

M09L
12”X 12”- 
PLAIN WHITE

CL9 TILE
29%Q.FT.

WOOD STEP 
LADDERS 

20% OFF
1"X8* CAR SIDING

(WATER STAINED)

39*PER FT
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A Mini-Tiller Makes Mighty Good Sense WWS
To make gardening more lun and 

satislying, start with selecting the 
right garden tools ( hoose w rely and 
you w ill spend more time enjoy ing the 
results oi your etions and less time 
toiling with the wrong equipment to 
do the job

Take the garden tiller tor example 
Many larger units on the market 
today otfer tilling power but are inet-< 
l«.me as eultisators during the 
growing season As a result the gar­
dener spends many houts weeding by 
hund during the peak growing 
months of summer

One of the best tools tor the back­
yard garden, says Homehte a leading 
manufacturer of American-made lawn 
and garden equipment, is the HTC-12 
mint hller/cultisator A tough and 
compact unit powered by a two-cycle 
engine it tills a 7- or 10-mch wide 
path up to 8 inches deep. It weighs 
only 24 pounds and runs about a half­
hour on a lank of fuel

Then when the initial tilling is 
done cultiyatmg and weeding become 
effortless tasks Features like finger­
tip controls for quick response 
padded grips for reduced xibraiion 
and handles that fold down for com­
pact storage and transport make 
weeding and cultivating less of a 
chore

A bulb printer on the engine as well 
as a rugged worm gear dnse transmis­
sion. will provide many seasons of 
trouble-free gardening The HTC-12 
gas-powered mini tiller/culinator is 
one of many labor-saving products 
featured tn Homehte's free lawn and 
garden equipment catalog To get a 
copy, write Homehte Dept HP. PO 
Box 7047 Charlotte. NC 28241

makes weeding and cultivating yout garden a minimal chore.

We’ll Keep Your
Wheels 
Turning

Rice Is the staple grain that 
feeds about half the world's 
population.

See ue for all your lubricant needs:

Economically 
Speaking...
LP Gas Is one of tho 
most dependable 
ways to supply your 
homo with efficient 
heat!

NATIONAL
ne Nalinni I’rrifxw ( nmfxiny

e Mtltfd Md NhM, Diesel M 
(Rwta ud huum), K4 lurosmt, 
(Mn, Nmh haUfl elk 

Farmers!
Rtphr, PturImi Diesel 

il mt pbnh for yow pick ip 
(Cidi/Catry dtscwiM price)

• ManAM, Cbnm mto U
(cut « drm)

• HyMc OH, 6mn (Wk tt cartridges), 
UHuks, OU Md M fillers, 
CouMordol oils, Md nori 

Serving area farmers 
for over 50 years
422-1133

is tie number to call 
for bulk prices and delivery service.

57924 State Route 51 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047-9768 

61C-782-8825 
800-745-5359

S Edward D. Jones & Co.*
Mambtf New Yorii Modi Eichooge Ine end Secmtllee fmeilor FrpweWn Cwpomion

Is your IRA an 
under achiever?

We offer a ftee service that can show you 
exactly what yotti IRA will be worth at 
letuement. If it’s not achieving the results you 

want, I'll show you your options Remembei, 
even a small increase in the rate you’ie earning 
today can make a big diffeience when you 
retne. lb see just how big, call 
oi stop by today

B.J. Cole 
404 E. Main 
(Four Flags) 
Niles 
684-8282

Service
Your

♦ Tire

Center
Agriculture Day

March 20

AGRtCULTTIRK:
ITS YOUR
HEARTBEAT, 
AMWtICA
we urge every 
American to 
consider this 
message
... everyday!

REAR, FRONT, 
IMPLEMENTS, 
NEW & USED

COMPLETE, FAST, EFFICIENT 
TRACTOR TIRE SERVICE

AND REPAIR

422-1154
IS THE NUMBER

TO CALL
FOR ALL YOUR 

FARM TIRE NEEDS

Call about our Spring Specials.

Firestone
Strefling 

Oil Company, Inc.
“Qualify First, Service Always"

Ma, Hd. 422-1133 Badnaa, Hd. 05-W4I

BARODA * 
TIRE SERVICE CENTER

1631LEMON 0® ROAD
BARODA, HOKAH 49101 422-1154
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oybean producers launch information blitz on industry
I The healthy benefits of food items 
■made from soybean products has 
[been kept a secret far too long But,, 
■ thanks to the National Soybean 
IC hcckoff, that is changing soon 
I The United Soybean Board (USB), 
whuh administers the checkoff

i program nationally, is conducting a 
blni of the nations top organizations 
that influence what people cat The 
blitz will contain information about 
the many healthy benefitslhat can be 
gained from foods containing soy 
products

Soy products have been recognized 
by food experts for years as a source 
of high quality protein and other 
essential elements that contribute to a 
healthy diet

USB hopes a new ’‘Influencer Kit" 
will take Ih^l information and make 
it common knowledge among grocery 
store chains, food service operators, 
consumer affairs advisors, dietitians 
and nutritionists

The kit is being distributed at trade 
shows, by state checkoff boards and 
through a direct mail campaign. It, 
contains a wide variety of 
information about soybeans and 
foods made with soy products, such

worth of meals that are workable for 
today’s busy families and allow for a 
few guilty pleasures (such as brownies
and french fries) 

Other information in 
identifies how soybeans fit

the 
into

kit 
the

eating plan described in USDA’s 
Food Guide Pyramid

In addition, soybean producers arc 
distributing a newsletter, The Soy 
Connection, to dietitians across the 
country The newsletter is filled with

as soybean oil.
The kit's Foodservice 

prosides a detailed history 
soybean — from where 
developed, to how it got 
United States, and more.

Guide 
of the 
it was 
to the

It also explains how soybean oil 
erthanses the natural flavor of foods 
Whether it is used as a shortening for

pie crust ot I 
id vinegar to

bkixkdv 
- Fnew

dressing, soybean oil's clean, neutral 
flavor allows the real taste of food to 
cotte through.

More information shows why 
soybean oil is an excellent frying 
medium that retains its flavor while 
being readily available and 
competitively priced. The kit also has 
a chan that shows soybean oil’s 
healthy nutritional profile compared 
to other oils

The Healthcare Guide provides 
even more detailed nutritional
information, including
hydrogenation, fatty acids, whole 
soybean foods, soy proteins and 
isoflavones, which are being studied 
by the National Cancer Institute as a 
possible factor in inhibiting tumor 
growth or providing other kinds of 
protective effevtsagainst cancer.

The Normal Person’s Seven-Day 
Soyfoods Menu highlights breakfast, 
lunch and dinner menus, and shows 
where soybean oil fits into a healthy 
diet

The menu, which includes recipes 
and cooking directions, informs 
consumers how they can eat a week’s

information about the healthy 
benefits of soy products

Through the National Soybean 
Checkoff, USB is funding the initial 
printing and distribution of the 
‘ ‘ I nfluencer Kits. ” Through checkoff 
funding, soybean producers hope to 
continue to maintain and expand this 
crucial market fn doing so, they are 
helping themselves while helping 
Americans learn that eating foods

made with soy products can 
significantly improve their diets and 
their overall health — and that makes 
for a winning combination for both ' 
producers and consumers

If you would hkfe to request copies 
of any of the materials listed in this 
article, please write to- Influencer Kit 
Request, Michigan Soybean 
Promotion Committee, PO Box 287, 
Frankenmuth, MI 48734.

<1 ,
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Best Buys in Used Equipment

*

Bob Cheek of Carter Lumber,

TRACTORS

located at Red Arrow Highway in
Bridgman, shows off one of the many barns available at the business. The

1994 7220, 2 WD w/18,4x42 tires, 200 hours $62,600
1993 7130 MFD w/415 hrs................ , r $64,000
1992 Case IH 9270,500 hours ...............$75,000
1991 7140 MFD w/875 hours . ...........$59,500
1991 7130,2WDw/1200 hours . $49,500
(4) 1988 JD 4450,2 000 hrs , 18 4x42 tires, PS . $36,000
(4) 1988 JD 4450, MFD, 18 4x42 tires, 2,000 hrs, PS

1976 JD 8630 w/duals ........................  
Sharp 1988 Case IH 7130 MFD, 1500 hrs 
Versatile 555 ........................
IH 4586 tractor, 20 8x38 duals, new tires
IH hydro 84 w/2255 loader, nice
IH 1086, cab & air ,.
IH 1486, fair condition . , , 
Case 1690, new motor

$41,000 
$19,000

. $52,500 
$25,000 
$20,000

.. $14,000 
$12,500

, $12,500 
$9,500

store carries everything for the do-it-yourselfer. Hours are Monday-Friday, 
7:30 a m.-6 p.m<; Saturday, 7'30 a.m.-4 p m.; and Sunday, 9 a.m -3 pm For 
more information, cldl 465-6600. (Photo by Jane Peterson)

EE'

pro MUFFLER & BRAKE
KMX IERS

Bobcat 743
SKID STEER LOADERS

COMBINES & HEADS

$9,750

“for Quick SALE
1977 M F 760 w/6R corn head & 15' pl?t. (1900 hours)

.................................... $W« $8,000
1985 1480 Case IH combine w/820,20' gram hd $47,500 
1978 IH 1440 combine, 3400 hrs, w/963 corn head & 820,

15' platform. . $25,000
1977 MF 760 w/1163 c hd , 15'platform, Mud Hog.. ... ..

...... >« •..$15,000
Case IH demonstrator 1020,20' gram head......... $10,500
Case IH 1063 corn head ... . . ..................    $16,000

MISCELLANEOUS
Yetter no till Cart & 5400 Case IH no till drill w/markers

THIRD ST al 
BROADWAY 
NILES, Ml 49120 
(? blocks S of Main) 

684-4540
Niles

S. TWO 1
4 CONVENIENT'4 
‘ LOC*TION$ ’
' fHEEEt*Wj " 

FAsrowwvsumCE 
GWumEEDwtooticts 
. ciehi rmEMotr.

f , A1MWHEAE

2094 S. M-139 
BENTON HARBOR, 

Ml 49022

926-2006
M-139

JD 125 16' forage box w/runmng gear... ,. .. 
IH 575 spreader..... . ....................... ..
NH 213 spreader, like new........ .  ... .....
Used NH 516 spreader w/endgate . ... 
JD running gears w/Kdlbros 350 bu box... 
DMI chisel plow, 13 shank folding, pull type.. 
JD 2800,8 btm., 18” plow, on land, auto reset 
Glencoe 45' field cult, box fold, good .. 
Lely 15’ roterra, like new . ............   ..
Kent 37'field cultivator . ..................
'90 JD 7000,6 row, dry, sharp, no till..............  
Klnze 2000,8 row, 30”, liquid..........................

$13,500 
.. $1,800 
..$1,500
$2,500 
$1,000
.$950 

$1,200 
.$2,000 

$10,500 
$ 4,995 
$ 3,995

$9,500 
$12,600

1H 630 forage harvester w2 row corn & hay head.. $2,500

Senor Citizen 
Discounts

CUSTOM PIPE BENDING

The flavor and color of 
honey depend on fhe kind of 
flower that produced the nec­
tar-alfalfa, clover, orange or 
tupelo

PRO MUFFLER

Premium Mufflers
AS LOW AS
$4095

I W ft XHC" r f

Si ql.tly 
■ HijhW

I

■bcr

l 
1 
l

PRO MUFFLER

Brakes

IH 360 wheel disc. 10* .......................
JD 230,15’disc. .........................
IH 400 planter, 8 row 30", liquid....... .
IH 800,6 row 30" planter, liq.................
Artsway 420 grinder-mixer, very good...
Artsway 475 grinder-mixer w/scaies ....
Kewanee 14’ wheal disc, nice . ..... . .. 
JD 1416,14’ gyro mower, exc condition

.$595 
$1,500 

. , $1,000 
...... $6,500 

$2,000 
$2,000 

. $1,000 
. . $4,000

■ BCR I spirt <• 11 »‘H

$4900
wwcovre. t ~ I i 1

HAY

Hesston #10 stack hand w/new style drum

WE SHIP PARTS UPS DAILY
*- ■ - - — ■ .....- ------- -

. $2,500

PRO MUFFLER

10% Off
ALL COMPLETE

EXHAUSTS

I 
I 
f

PRO MUFFLER

Gas Shocks

I BCR wRccm*

I
I

I
I

SAGOO
“V rMtesmu.

AUSRA 
EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY S 

Yaw Street & California Road
Dowagiac, Ml 49047

616-782-7178

1 BCR Expire*LIM 11
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R.F.D. by MIKE MARLAND

MORNIN.SIM. 
MOW WAS VOUR1ATM1TECWRAL

WEEKEND?

9EAU. WE WENTTo 
A CHURCH WEDDlN', 
A MOOSEWARMIN’, 
A KARN DANCE

AND A 
GARAGE GALE.

NOW IS THE TIME 
TO PLANT THESE 

BULBS!
• Mid-County Sales and Service, M44 Red Arrow Highway acron from 
dieman’S Ford, carries Cub Cadet, Echo, Toro Wheel and SUN product Unes. 
Under new management, (he b»lneM has a fall sates, service aad parts 
'department for all makes aad brands. Hours are Monday-Friday, I a.m.-S:30 

.m., aad Saturday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Pictured Is manager Doug Needles with a 
loro Wheel Hohe lawn tractor and a new Cub Cadet shaft drive lawn and 
garden tractor. For more information, call 465-6007. (Photo by Jane 
Peterson)

Study explores soyfoods in space
In July 1993 Food and Agro- 

^sterns, Inc., a Sunnyvale, Cahf.- 
aased food process engineering firm, 
presented the National Aeronautics 
ind Space Administration with a 
final draft of its report 
"Methodologies for Processing Plant 
Material into Acceptable Food on a 
Small Scale: Phase II." This report, 
the result of over two years of 
research, covered harvesting and 
processing techniques for four crops 
that may be grown in space under 
zero-gravity conditions — soybeans, 
sweet potatoes, wheat and white 
potatoes.

For the soybean-related research, 
FASI contracted with Soyatech, Inc 
^of Bar Harbor, Maine. Soyatech’s 
contribution included the 
recommencation to utilize extrusion 
and screw passing technology, with 
modifications, to process soybean oil 
and flour Soyatech also 
recommended that extrusion cooking 
technology be further modified to 
process soybeans for making soymilk

IUW
Ask Somebody Who Knows

Some termite* build neats that 
are up to 20 feet high.

and Colbitz met with representatives 
of Inst*-Pro, Mycal’s Nichii Co., 
Iowa State University, University of 
Illinois’ INTSOY, Texas A4M's 
Food Protein RAD G. ’ter and 
Johnson Space Center in Houston. 
Their findings were to be presented to 
the NCSRP in February

and other aqueous-extracted 
protein-based products.

This area of research has 
become the focal point of a 
project undertaken by FASI

soy-

now 
new 
Slid

Soyatech and funded by the North 
Central Soybean Research Program 
fthe NCSRP is a consortium of eight 
soybean producing states including 
Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Ohio, South Dakota and 
Wisconsin

According to Tom Parks of FASI, 
“The systems that we deemed were 
suitable for processing soybeans in 
space may Offer some unique 
advantages for processing soybeans 

. right here on Earth. We would like to 
determine what the value of the 
industry would be of 
commercializing such a process ’’

Last September, Parks, along with 
Peter Golbitz of Soyatech, traveled 
throughout the midwest to visit with 
researchers and process engineers to 
ascertain the feasibility of 
constructing a modified extrusion­
cooker for processing soybeans into 
oil and flour, as well as into soymilk 
and other soyfood products Parks

Just 
Mow It

Sejufs 2Bi 
Model HDS 2135

• Calla Lilies
• Day Lilies
• Lily-Of-The- 
.Valley

• Hardy Gladiolas
12 SUP Kohler Command OHV 

Single Cylinder Engine
AutoHydro Drive Transmission 

Direct Drive Shaft lo Transmission, 
. No Belts

Gleason’s Garden Center
2824 US 31 South Niles, MI 7432

FARMERS, CONTRACTORS 
AND AUTO OWNERS

Group

2

UCKS 683-3232884-8080 WE RENT R2

RYDER

Bob’s 
2680 South 11th St.,Niles (across from K-Mart)

5D
7D------

Our Price!”

Group
31
30H
3ET
4D
4DLT
8D
24

6 Volt
$30.00

-$40.00
$47 00
$59.00

----- $65.00

12 Volt

$59.90
$55.00
$50.00

• $95.00'
$90.00

$39.95 
ALL BATTERIES EXCHANGE

SU

Battery Spring Special
Lawn & Garden Battery

as low as $17.95

Marine Battery
as low as $29.95

------$119.00 115 Deep Cycle $39.95 Motorcycle Battery
You Can’t Beat

ElectricPTO 
Wetted. Fufi-tength, Twin-Channel 

Steel Frame 
Pwtaiq Cast-Iron Front Axle 

Manual Utt Wife Spong Assist 
Standard#' High-Vacuum Deck 

Quick Fame Attach System 
Optional Mulching or Bagging 

*26S006
w Tractor

18 HP Kohler Command 0HV v Twin 
< Cylinder Engine

Hydrostatic Drive Transmission 
Direct Drive Shaft to Transmission, 

No Bells__  
Wetted, Full-length Twin Channel 

- Steel frame _ 
Elettnc Front PTO

Power Steering
Optional Mukhing or Bagging 
Attachments Available With 

Certain Decks 

*5999°°
LAPORTE COUNTY 
FARM BUREAU COOP

BUCHANAN 
BRANCH

69S-6823
16724 Bakertown Rd. 

Buchanan, Ml 
quality is The 
Driving force

<2i6&faiet

Power Equipment
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Ornamental grasses add year-round interest to garden, landscape
EAST LANSING — Annual and 

perennial ornamental grasses add 
color and texture to the garden or 
landscape year round. The wide 
range of sizes and forms and the 
various colors m foliage and flowers 
mean ornamental grasses can fill a 
variety of landscaping roles, from 
low border to specimen plant to 
groundcover to screen ’

Mary McLellan, master gardener 
program coordinator at Michigan 
State University, observes that 
ornamental grasses are often 
incorporated into perennial gardens, 
where they contribute their own 
ornamental characteristics while 
serving as a backdrop for perennial 
flowers.

The planting site for ornamental 
grasses should receive at least six 
hours of direct sunlight per day. 
These plants are not particular about 
soil — anywhere one can grow 

annual or perennial flowers will do 
mcely for ornamental grasses

Grasses may be grown from seed 
or divisions planted in spring or fall 
Spring planting is preferred, 
McLellan notes, because it gives the 
plants plenty of time to get their root 
systems established before winter 
Fall-planted grasses should be 
protected with a mulch of straw or 
weed-free hay the first winter A 
spring and summer mulch of 
woodchips or some other organic 
material is recommended to 
discourage weeds and conserve soil 
moisture

Ornamental grasses are relatively 
free of disease and pest problems and 
do well in soils of average fertility, 
though they do benefit from 
fertilization m the spring after growth 
begins, Established plants need 
watering only when rainfall is scarce

Newjy planted seedlings or divisions 
need regular watering until they are 
established

Perennial grasses can be cut back 
to the ground in the fall, but cleanup 
is usually put off until early spring so 
the grasses can add interest to the 
winter landscape

Division of crowded plants, hke 
cleanup, is best done in early spring 

before new growth begins It can also 
take place in late summer, Aug 18- 
Sept. 15 Dig up the entire clump 
with the root ball intact, and cut it 
into large segments wifh a sharp knife 
ora spade. Replant the sections at the 
same depth at which they were 
growing before,

For more---information on 
ornamental grasses for Michigan,

including a list of species and their 
ornamental characteristics, contact 
the local county MSU Extension 
office and ask for bulletin NCR 461, 
“Ornamental Grasses for the 
Midwest ” It’s also available from 
the MSU Bulletin Office, 10B 
Agriculture Hall, MSU, East 
Lansing, MI 48824-1039, phone 517- 
335-0240

This brand new model from Ageo While la available at HFS Tractor, 
located on Steyen»ille-Bjirodg Road iq Baroda. It has a state-of-the-art cab 
with ft$Ma$n jMgeablfOhere art ifany others Hema at HFS Tractmsa* 
well. To show customers how many, the btaalnem wiU host a product paradit on 
March 18. Manufacturer representatives wW be on hand to answer questions 
ahd demonstrations will be held. For more information, caH 422-1733. (Photo 
by Jane Peterson)

TYLERS’ 
CHEVROLET-OLDS-CADILLAC 

GEO-JEEP-EAGLE

SOLID 
CHEVY TRUCKS 

AT THE 
LOWEST PRICES

Call 683-1710
YOU WILL LIKE DOING BUSINESS WITH US

: TYLERS’ LAPORTE COUHTY FARM BUREAU

Maximum Protection When You Need It.Bicep II’
For corn safety when yon need it when compared to 

other acetanilide heibicides.
For superior grass and broadleaf weed control with 

maximum economy and maximum effectiveness.
For a fit into your tillage practices with maximum options.
For more information on maximum corn safety when you 

need it, see your Bicep n dealer.

HnVpH* Vs I If hklHlil, 14 t m\ Itl M («»I|M tUW

HILES
US 31133 A BnU Rd.

BUCHANAN BRANCH
16724 Bakertown Rd., Buchanan, Ml 

695-6823
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Chipper-shredders: use with caution

EAST LANSING — To anyone 
with a landscape to tend, the ads for 
chipper-shredders sound like the 
answer to any number of problems

Want to build a compost pile to 
recycle lawn and garden wastes? Use 

jhe chipper-shreddec, Jo prepare 
materials Shredding and chipping 
reduce the volume of material and 
increase its surface area so it 
decomposes faster

Clearing brush? Use the chipper­
shredder to turn brush and even small 
tree limbs of 2 inches in diameter or 
less into wood chips for landscape 

^jpe
Chipper-shredders can be very 

handy, says Howard Doss, Extension 
safety specialist at Michigan State 
University
“But anything that can reduce 2- 

inch tree limbs to a pile of chips 
obviously needs to be used properly 
to be used safely,'* he says.

The first step in safe operation is to 
read and understand the operator’s 
manual, he advises If a careful 
reading leaves some questions 
'contact the dealer that sold the unit.

When using gasoline-powered 
'units, check the fuel level and add

cool first Refuel well away from any 
open flame or other Sources of 
ignition. Store gasoline m an 
approved container in an outside 
shed, whenever possible.

Plug an electrically powered umt 
into an outlet equipped with a ground 
fault interrupter. The GF1 is designed 

,to stop the electrical current

Annuals thrive 
jn sunlight
(Continued from page 10) 
p.m Mound-shaped plants bear 
flowers that are often mottled in 
shades of white, pink, salmon, 
yellow, red and rose. Plants sown 
from seed in May, after the danger of 
frost is past, will usually begin to 
bloom in July and continue until 
frost.

Children have a natural affinity for 
sunflowers. Their large seeds are easy 
to plant and quick to germinate and 
grow And the giant varieties — up to 
10 feet tall with flowers up to a foot 

ICtoss — provide natural photo 
opportunities for young gardeners • 
and their parents. Sunflowers thrive 
m full sun and tolerate heat and 
drought The seeds can be harvested 
for roasting or using raw m salads or 
baking, but one has to get to them 
before the squirrels and birds!

Dozens of other flowering annuals 
are available as seeds or transplants 
for use in a sunny garden Fora guide 
to growing and Using annuals, ask at 
’the county MSU Extension office for 
bulletin NCR 399, “Growing and 
Usmg Annuals and Bulbs.” It will 
help one select annuals to fit specific 
needs, whether the,site is sunny or 
shady, dry or wel, a flower bed or a 
flower pot V

BRIDGMAN FEED STORE 
445 LAKE STREET , 

BRIDGMAN, MICHIGAN 

4654425
Mon.-Fri. 1-6 Sat. 8-12

immediately when it senses a very 
small current flow differential or a 
"leak’’ in the insulation covering the 
wires. Use an'extension cord Of 16 
gauge wire or a lower number, such 
as 12 or 14. Limiting extension cord 
length to 50 feet or less is advisable, 
Doss says Make sure the cord has a 
three-prong plug. The three-prong 
plug maintains aground wire in case 
of appliance wiring failure

Maintain ’ll guards and shields. 
When shredding leaves, use the 
tamper on the unit to push leaves into 
the shredding chamber. “Never reach 
into the hopper of a chipper-shredder 
while it is running,’’ Doss 
emphasizes.

Appropriate clothing and safety 
equipment for operating a chipper­
shredder include eye and ear 
protection because chippers are 
noisy, heavy work gloves and close- 
fitting clothing. Baggy or loose 
clothing and scarves and other 
garments With dangling ends could 
get tangled tn moving parts or brush 
being drawn into the chipper.
“Chipping and shredding brush 

and limbs is not a spectator event,’’ 
Doss points out. “Keep bystanders at

Atm tamers enjoyed looking at tin various HnHtyi and dwtttog with their arighbon daring the annual LaPorte 
County Co-ops, Buchanan branch, open honse. (Photo by Don Bohnes)

gasoline as necessary before starting 
the engine. If it needs to be refueled 
later, stop the engine and allow it to

to feed or adjust a powered chipper.”

BUCHANAN FEED MILL 
RAipiOAXiJiT, 

BUCHANAN, MICHIGAN 
695-3391

ELM PARK FEED STORE 
M-60 CALVIN CENTER 

CASSOPOLIS. MICHIGAN 
(616)476-9355

Quality Ybu Can Count On
Chick Days Sellabrationii

•GAMEBIRDS ‘i 
•SPECIAL 

ORDERS 
•MANY 
EXOTIC

GOSLINGS 
•DUCKLINGS 
•TURKEYS

ORDEREARLY

PMiNiriRrnoN
Irem AiMericafc ImUct in Miwwt

• * COMPLETELINE
m Michiana that has the specially designed feed Qy

for Vietnams Pot Rt llU d piqs. ncTRirn WITH

13
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MICHIGAN _ . . _ , 
farm bureau Quick Facts

The National Corn Growers 
Association says the LI S will gain 
nearly 6,000 jobs and $2 billion a 
year in economic growth if the EPA 
allows farm-based ethanol fuel to be 
a part of the nation’s alternative fuel 
program. The EPA is scheduled to 
make a final decision by June

Speaking of dairy foods, dairy 
manufacturing plants In Michigan 
produced 1 8 million pounds of 
butter in November, one percent 
more than a year ago Ice cream 
output totaled 1 2 million gallons, 
down 28 percent

To water or not to water? QTRD^BILr
To water or not to water? That is 

the question, especially when 
summer’s searing heat threatens 
havoc on your yard Luckily, it’s 
not a trick question In fact, 
depending on the situation, either 
answer is the nght choice Here’s 
why.

Most lawns need about an inch of 
water every five to seven days during 
mowing season. Some of this will 
certainly come from spring or 
summer showers, which you can 
measure with a rain gauge But if 
nature doesn’t cooperate, you might 
begin to notice telltale signs of thirst:

— The lawn turns a bluish-green 
color.

— Footprints show in the yard as 
you walk on it.

— Eventually, the grass turns 
bown and the soil is hard and 
cracked.

By now, you have an important 
decision to make: water as soon as 
possible or don’t water at all

Most kinds of grass can survive 
occasional droughts. In fact, arid 
conditions may even kill water-loving 
weeds and discourage diseases. If the 
weather forecast calls for an extended 
dry spell and water is expensive or 
rationed, then you might decide not 
to water your lawn at all.

This option, believe it or not, is 
preferable to1 giving your yard just an 
occasional watering. A once-m-a- 
while sprinkling promotes a cycle of 
growth and dormancy that can 
actually harm your lawn.

Roots use food to grow when water 
is available. When all available water 
has been used for growing and for 
making and storing food, the grass 
goes dormant. This pattern, if set 
irregularly, can weaken your lawn 
and make it more susceptible to 
damage from stressful conditions

With this is mind, if water is 
available and affordable, water your 
yard thoroughly and regularly as 
soon as ft shows signs of thirst A few 
simple guidelines will ensure your 
lawn makes the most of every drop.

First, water early in the morning so 
that water droplets on the blades will 
evaporate by sundown These 
droplets can harbor disease-causing 
organisms, so you want them to dry 
as quickly as possible

Mow on the high side* higher grass 
blades win shade the soil and slow 
evaporation of water from the soil. 
Return grass clippings to the lawn as 
you mow The finely-chopped 
dippings can form la thin compost 
layer and help hold mmsture. In fact, 
clippings are 85 percent water; they 
decompose to feed the grate roots 
without adding to a thatch problem.

Next, gauge how long it takes to 
water your lawn by using a few flat- 
bottomed plastic containers. Make a 
mark one inch from the bottom of 
each container. Spread the containers

throughout your yard and time how 
long It takes to fill them to the one- 
inch mark Then water for that, 
length of time once a week during the 
growing Season.

Remember, when summer starts to 
simmer, your lawn could wither So 
water regularly and you'll have a 
healthy, attractive lawn come rain 
or come shine!

Now for a few questions*
How does soil type affect 

watering?
Sandy soils are characterized by 

large pores that hold very little water. 
These soils should be watered more 
frequently, but with less water since it 
drains away so quickly On the other

hand, clay soils have tiny pores that 
hold a great deal of water but don’t 
drain very fast. So be careful not to 
overwater clay-based lawns: too 
much water could make your lawn 
susceptible to root rot and other 
diseases

I’ve always heard you shouldn't 
mow your yard when it’s wet Why 
not?

Mowing wet grass can compact 
damp soil, preventing the movement 
of air and water into the ground This 
could contribute to thatch build-up 
and spread fungus disease More 
importantly, you shouldn’t mow a 
wet lawn to avoid slipping or falling, 
particularly if you’re using a walk- 
behmd mower.

I
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LOW AS 
$399

GREAT 
GARDENS < 
START HERE!
TROY-BILT" TILLER 
• Discover the ease of 
JUST ONE HAND' tilling!

• Prepare seedbeds, cultivate 
and weed, power-compost 
leftovers

»Tills lo 8" deep, 20” wide
• Models for every size garden

Ask About Ou? 
No Money Down Financing'

PLAN NOW!!!
for your irrigation repairs 

for the 1994 growing season

WE HAVE COMPONENTS 
PARTS FOR MANY SYSTEMS

Phillips & Son Irrigation
Since 1947

[ VALLEY CEKTER PIVOTS SINCE1969 |
20402 C.R. 8 

Bristol, IN 
Phono (219) 848-4707
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Gen-Tech 132 
#1 Alfalfa 

Yield Advantages 
Michigan State 

East Lansing, MI 
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Agronomic 
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Hybrid Seed Corn 
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were pictured white tittMg m a frmH-aad loader and chatting during the LaPorte County Co-op*,These farmer*
Buchanan branch, open house. (Photo by Don Holme*)

When is it too soon to plant a garden?
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The Food Guide Pyramid 
May be One Key to Healthy Living
There’s good news about America’s 

eating habits According to a new 
‘ survey, the U S Department of 

Agriculture’s new Food Guide 
Pyramid is causing more Americans 
to eat well Two out of five Americans 
who say they understand’this food 
guide have changed their eating 
habits for the better since the 
^commendations were adopted in 
1990 The bad news is that the

fiber and low in fat, sodium, 
cholesterol and sugar. Foods like 
oatmeal, whole grain bread, and i ice 
and pasta with low fat, low sodium 
sauces are best, as opposed to cakes 
and cookies, or pasta with heavy 
cream sauces
“Breakfast is a perfect oppor 

tunity to consume the grains we 
need,” Levine said “Many breakfasts 
contain complex carbohydrates and

majority of Amen 
cans — 62% — still 
don’t understand 
the pyramid,

A telephone sur 
vey of 502 adults, 
conducted for 
Quaker oatmal by 
The Gallup Orga 
nization, found 
Americans famil­
iar with the Food 
Guide Pyramid 
much more likely 
£o have increased 
their fiber con 
sumption (55% vs

MM n»*Y ton 
OryBMnA.fflO*.

4 Nutt Group 
UUMWtt

34%) for thoee not familiar, and 
to have decreased their intake of 
cholesterol (56% vs 43%), fat (65% vs. 
45%), and sodium (40% vs 32%) in 
the past year
“This study confirms that the Food 

Guide Pyramid can be very effective 
in encouraging Americans to change 
diet habits,” said Dr Barbara Levine, 
Ph.D, R.D, director of the Nutrition 
Information Center in New York 
City “But it also reminds us of the 
importance of making people aware 

, of the pyramid and the fact that they 
‘ should be eating more foods like 
^atmeal and whole gram breads.”

According to the U.S D A , Ameri­
cans should build their diet on a 
foundation of 6-11 servings of grains 
per day, followed by 3 5 servings 
of vegetables and 2-4 servings of fruit

Americans should be getting at 
least half of their calories from com 
plex carbohydrates found in grains, 
fruits and vegetables, Levine said 
But they should be nutritious grain 
products that are a good source of

fiber. After sleeping six to eight hours 
at night, our bodies need this type of 
fuel to get us going in the morning, 
A breakfast like Quaker oatmeal is 
filled with the nutrients necessary to 
satisfy our appetites and give us 
the energy we need to be productive 
throughout the day.”

EAST LANSING — In much of 
Michigan, Memorial Day weekend is 
the traditional time to plant the 
vegetable garden. It's a tradition 
based in a climatic fact of life warm- 
weather crops planted much before
May 20 in al) but the southernmost

And Americans agree The Gallup counties stand a good chance of 
survey found that twice as many being killed by frost.
people rated oatmeal excellent as Gardening can and should start 
compared to cold cereal for helping much |ha(> however.
them to be productive and k^ithem „The n B not Dnl when t0 
going until lunch (25% vs 12%), , . . . . t „ M

While many Americans still are not ".P™ wnal ™ P *m’ 
that familiar with the new food McLeUan, ™s“r g 
guide, the survey revealed that coordinator at Michigan State 
nearly half of all Americans want to Umvenity. “Some crops can be 
learn more about diet and nutrition P1^ « as ‘he «”> 15 drY 
If you’re like millions of Americans enough to work without clumping." 
who want to be educated, follow Lettuce and spinach, beets, 
the recommendations of the Food carrots, Swiss chard, radishes,
Guide Pyramid and get into the 
simple habit of starting your day 
with a gram based breakfast that is 
filled with complex carbohydrates 
and fiber.

IH TRACTOR PARTS
Including Crawler & Construction Parts

BATES CORPORATION
m 14th ANO FIR RD . BOURBON, IN 46504

PARTS DISMANTLED, CLEANED & READY FOR SHIPMENT
WE SHIP UPS, TRUCK, BUS

Be«t Price* on Factory Rebuilt TA'» & Clutches 
NEW REPLACEMENT PARTS

MMM CALL THE IH PARTS SPECIALISTS 
lr—TOLL FREE 1 800-248-295S

onions, the cole crops — cabbage, 
broccoli, Chinese cabbage, Brussels 
sprouts, kohlrabi — and peas will 
grow belter m caul weather, she 
points out. They're planted early in 
the spring for a late spring or early 
suftimer harvest and in mid-to late 
summer for a fall harvest. Unlike 
tomatoes, peppers and other warm­
weather crops, they can tolerate some 
frost.

Warm-wearher crops need warm

Course, they’re killed by frost or cold.
“tn other words, there is no one 

right time to plant the garden, but 

there is a best time for each crop, 
depending on its need for warm soil 
and ait temperatures," McLellan 
sums up. “Gardeners can rush the 

Season to some extent by using black 
piastre to warm the toil so 
germinate better and hot caps add 
other plant protectors to prevent

soil and freedom from frost and low damage, but protecting large
temperatures. If rushed into cold 
soil, seeds of such crops as snap 
beans and sweet corn may rot rather 
than germinate Transplants of 
tomatoes, peppers and eggplant set 
into cold soil will fail to grow until 
the soil warms up — unless, of

numbers of plants can require 
significant amounts of time and 
effort and some expense. For one or 
two plants when bragging rights to 
the first ripe tomatoes m the 
neighborhood are at stake, of course, 
it might be justified ”

To the Men, Women & Children 
of Agriculture

We Salute You!

Brunke’s
Heating & Plumbing

8946 First St., Baroda • 422-2375
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Simple Steps to Better Bulbs
Few moments nr life are as welcome 

as the first sign ol spring, when the 
green shoots ol tall planted bulbs first 
pop up out of (he ground They 
promise spectacular beauty, which they 
deliver Your hard work last fall plant­
ing tulips narcissi, crocuses and other 
bulbs will be richly rewarded with glo­
rious blooms

While you’re enjoying the view it s a 
good tune to think ahead to next year’s 
blooms'- Some simple steps taken now 
can pay off with a yard lull of beautiful 
bulb Howers for many spnngs to come

Give "naturalized" bulbs a spring 
energy boost The term naturalized 
refers to bulbs that are left in the 
ground io return year after year Some 
are better ’’returners’ than others Most 
tulips for example, are magnificent 
their first year of bloom, but diminish 
over tune. On the other hand narcissi, 
such as daffodil-,, will not only return 
but multiply over the years,

When the first shoots appear in 
spring naturalized bulbs appreciate a 
shot of a high nitrogen liquid fertiliz­
er such as Stern's Miracid The young 
shoots crave nitrogen, and Miracid 
contains TO percent of this vital nutn- 
ent Mixed in water according to label 
directions the nutrients can be 
absorbed through the plant's leaves as 
well as the roots Don't worry about 
the word acid in Miracid, that simply 
refers to the product's ability to 
slightly acidify soil through a natural 
partnership with micro organisms in 
the soil

When the blooms of spring bulbs in 
garden beds have faded, cut the flower 
heads off, but leave the green foliage 
Professional bulb growers in Holland 
call it “heading” the bulb. By removing 
the flower, the plant will expend no 
effort making seed pods It will put its

to bulbs in the bed and border For nat­
uralized bulbs, say a whole field of 
daffodils it’s not .worth the effort 
Natural is natural

If bulbs are growing in the lawn, 
hold off mowing the lawn until the nat­
uralized bulbs die back For a good 
return next season, it’s necessary to let

the foliage remain for six weeks This 
is usually not a problem for very early 
bulbs, such as crocus However, for 
later blooming daffodils, six weeks 
may be too long to let the lawn grow 
In that case, mow them down, and next 
fall confine your "daffs” to a more 
marginal area of the yard,

bur&ui Quick Facts
Increased paper recycling will 

result in slower projected use of 
pulpwood and timber harvest That 
will extend timber supplies After 
decreasing for two centunes, the 
amount of U,S forest land has 
stabilized. Today we have about the 
same forest area as m 1920.

says if cities would stop picking up 
grass clippings and instead would 
collect leaves for distribution on farm

BULBS SUCH AS TULIPS are nature’s spring gift. Rewarding these 
plants with a sprang "energy boost” using a high nitrogen liquid fertUiz- 
aa, such as Stem's Miracid, will help them to return more glorious next

A Purdue University solid waste 
specialist says cities and towns should 
begin farmland-spreading programs 
for their fallen leaves. Oscar Hopkins

energy into building a strong, healthy 
bulb rot next gear's bloom This tech­
nique u especially helpful for tulips, year, 
but is labor intensive and best confined

FARMING 
INDUSTRY
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and practical for farmers as

sugar consumption is
expected to reach 9 million tons, up 2 
percent from fast year U S sugar 
production is projected to hit 7 
million tons in-1994, down nearly 
half a million tons from the record 
1993 crop

Dale Rifenberg 
Agency

118 Main Street 
Buchanan, Mich. 
695-1200
REPRESENTING

HASTING S MUTUAL 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
ONE OF MICHIGAN'S LARGEST

FARM INSURERS
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You’re in control with this 
complete work center!

56-1/4x30x 48-5/8" high

Computer Roll Top 
Desk by Riverside 

America’s largest crafter of fine desks

So convenient-everything is at your fkkgeciipo. 
So wefleonetructedcrafted of oak Midi and veneers. 

So beautiful-graced by exquisite details, rubbed to 
a rich Swedish light oak finish with a Guardsman 

Duro-Tuff protective top coat.

Other Models and Styles in Stock

FREE Delivery & Set-up • FREE Lay-a-way

Family Owned since 1962 
2 miles South on m-51, Dowagiac, MI 

Phone (616) 782-5020

Open: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 9-6 pm: Wed. 9-8 pm; Sat. 9-5 pm
"IMPERIAL'S SUCCESS - ONE PERSON TELLS ANOTHER"

A
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To save seeds or not to save seeds is the question
EAST LANSING — Whether you 

should save seeds from one year to 
the next depends on what you mean 
by “saveseeds ” '

If you mean keeping leftover 
commercially packaged seeds, the 
answer is probably yes — do keep 

——thenvWith a few exceptions. seeds of 
most vegetables and annual flowers 
will perform well the second year if 
they’re stored properly.

If you mean saving seeds of crops 
you grew this year„ the answer is less 
clear cut

Mary McLellan, master gardener 
program coordinator at Michigan 
State University, says one guide in 
deciding whether to save seed from a 
garden is the variety planted and 
whether it is a hybrid or open- 
pollmated variety

Hybrids produce seeds, she notes, 
but when pollination occurs, 
desirable traits are often lost m the 
shuffle of genetic material. The seeds 
from a hybrid variety generally do

not produce plants like the plants 
that produced the seeds In fact, the 
plants produced from these seeds 
may not even resemble One another
“Throw.in the possibility that 

closely related plants may have cross- 
pollinated, and you have the 
potentiaLfor interesting but not very 
reliable results from home-grown 
seeds," she says

Open-pollinated crops, on the 
other hand, breed true from home- 
grown seed unless crops cross­
pollinated Unless gardeners are 
preserving a rare or old-time variety 
that’s no longer, commercially 
available, however, there’s little or 
no economic reason to go to aU the 
work of harvesting, drying, cleaning 
and storing home-grown seeds 
Commercially packaged seeds, 
especially those of open-pollinated 
varieties, are quite inexpensive.

Some gareners like the feeling of 
self-sufficiency that comes from 
producing seed one year and sowing 
it the next, McLellan observes. For

those who want to try it, she 
recommends open-pollinated 
varieties of watermelon and 
muskmelon, string or snap beans, 
tomatoes, peppers and eggplant in 
the vegetable garden, and petunias, 
impatiens, cosmos, celosia, 
sunflowers, marigolds and zinnias in 
the annuals garden

Let flowers and vegetables mature 
before harvesting seed Remove the 
seeds from the fruit or flower head 
and dry them on paper towels in a 
warm, dry spot Drying reduces the 
chance of mold damage during 
storage, McLellan explains, and 
improves the likelihood of good 

■germination

To store either homegrown or 
leftover commercially packaged 
seeds, place them in enveloes in an 
airtight container with a moisture­
absorbing material. Silica gel or some 
other flower-drying material works 
well. Gardeners can also use two 
heaping tablespoons of nonfat dry

milk wrapped in a few thicknesses of 
facial tissue, The wrapping needs lo 
be porous enough to let moisture in 
but sturdy enough not to dissolve

Place the container in a cool, dry 
storage place.
“Often the easiest way to store 

seeds is in a jar in the refrigerator,” 
McLellan says “But any cool, dry 
spot will do, as long as temperatures 
remain below 55 to 60 degrees 
Fahrenheit ”

Storage conditions aren’t the only 
factor in seed longevity How long 
seeds remain viable depends first on 
the type of seed Some seeds — 
including asparagus, geranium,

delphinium and salvia — simply do 
not remain viable from one year to 
the next, no matter how they’re 
stored Seeds that may be good the 
second year but rarely keep beyond 
that include sweet corn, leek, onion, 
parsley, parsnip, rhubarb and salsify 
Moderately long-lived seeds may st id 
germmate after three to five years 
These include beans, Brussels 
sprouts, cabbage, carrot, 
cauliflower, celery, kale, lettuce, 
okra, peas, pepper, radish, spinach, 
turnip and watermelon. Seeds that 
may remain viable for more than five 
years include beet, cucumber, 
eggplant, muskmelon and tomato

MSU publication covers annuals and bulbs
EAST LANSING - Bulbs and 

* flowering annuals are mainstays of 
~ the home flbwer garden. For tips on 

which to plant and how to use them, 
gardeners can turn to their county 
Extension office.

Annuals and bulbs are the subject 
of a Michigan State University 
Extension bulletin, “Growing and 
Using Annuals and Bulbs,” 
Extension bulletin NCR 399, and u’s 
available from the MSU Bulletin 
Office and county Extension offices 
around the state.

It covers garden planning and 
design, selecting annuals, buying and 
growing annuals from seed, 
controlling pests and diseases, and 
growing annuals m containers, as 
well as buying bulbs, using bulbs in 
the landscape and storing bulbs. 
Charts listing blooming times, 
heights, planting spacing, flower 
color, light requirements, and tips on 
growing and using these plants make 
it easy to find the annuals and bulb 
that are just tight

plant mIuim* sirtuv* 
hate not vol bci n otoml.

—Ralph U aldo f- lino .(UI

Publications and videos on other 
gardening topics are also available. 
Contact your county Extension office

or the MSU Bulletin Office, 10B 
Agriculture Hall, East Lansing, MI 
48824-1039, for a current catalog.

Michigan Livestock Exchange
"Still One of the Largest Hog Markets in the Nation"

WE THANK BERRIEN COUNTY FARMERS 
FOHTHEIR BUSINESS!

Daily Market

Located 3 miles east of Cassopolis on M-60 
"Early Bird" your hogs by Noon 

Deliver in yards before 9:00 A.M. Weekdays

P.0. Box 215, 
Cassopolis, Michigan 
Office Phone 
Vandalia 476-9751

Call Gene, Jim 
or Mark 

for market information

BERGMAN________
VETERINARY MEDICAL CENTER

Large & Small Animal
Equine Surgery and Medicine 906 * llsl 'M'1 St"11

(ossiijitilis, Mi(fih|<in
(616)445 38'11 49n3|

■ Operator comfort provided by four-\/heel independent suspension
system

■ Ready for work with full-size cargo racks and trailer hitch

Suzuki QuadRunnerATVs may be used orfy by those aged 16 and older Suzuki 
highly recommends that aNATV riders take a training course We It even pay tor 4 
For safety and tuning course information see your dealer or cad the SV1A at 1 800 
852-5344 ATVs can be hazardous to operate Foryour safety always wear a helmet 
eye protection and protective cfethmg Never nde on paved surfaces or public roads 
Never carry passengers or engage m stunt ndtog Riding and alcohol or other drugs 
don’t mw Avoid excessive speeds Be extra carefol on difficult terrain Aloogwith 
concerned conservationists everywhere Suzuki urges you to TREAD LIGHTLY on 
publtc and private land Preserve your future tiding opport*tt*by showing respect 
for foe environment local laws and the rights of others whSnySu ride Professional 
nder pictured

OF SOOTH BBKD(219) 272-4484

See 
Vince Strefling

$ SUZUKI
Hi. nd. w-nv. N.nwWr

*5
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Provide dairy cattle with nutrients when grain, forage in short supply
l APORT, Ind - ’Many 

producers are experiencing shortages 
of grain and forage for their dairy 
cattle When facing these shortages, 
they should consider several 
alternative methods for providing 
cattle ^ith necessary nutrients, 
accordipg io Dewey Bucher, feed 
ficldmah, LaPorte County Farm 
BureauCooperative Asso Inc
“To conserve and extend forgages 

for lactating cows, producers can 
divert forage from calves to the cows 
A good way to do this is to feed Calf 
Primer! and II to the calves

“These rations provide complete 
nutrition, so there’s no need to feed 
calves hay or silage,” Bucher said.

Farmers can also feed one of the 
Co-op’s mid-protein, high energy 
complete feeds instead of a high 
protein source and corn
“Substituting alfalfa pellets and 

cubes for a portion of the cow's 
ration is another option,” Bucher 
said

If extra grain is fed to extend 
forages, the diets should .have 
adequate “effective” fiber (ADF 
greater than 20 percent) Watch cows 

carefully for rumination levels and 
monitor the butterfat levels of their 
milk

“When feeding extra gram, make 
sure you feed several times per day 
Substitute some dry cracked grain for 
high moisture gram to increase dry 
matter in the ration,” Bucher said

Using one of the Co-op’s forage 
extender feeds may also be an option 
Contact Bucher for information on 
usage of specific forage extender 
feeds

LaPorte County Co op is a

member of the Countrymark 
Cooperative System, Countrymark 
Co op is a major, federated 
wholesale agricultural supply and 

QTROV-BUT

marketing cooperative It is owned 
and controlled by its Member Co­
ops, which are owned and controlled 
by their farmer patrons

Anatomy of a Farmer

1OF OF HEAD — «lw»yj we»r» a hat 
It cares the pain when beating his head 
agains) the wall

INSIDE OF HEAD - works like a 
computer when it comes to figuring out 
his profit and lots financing

EARS — can be bent, but only by 
another farmer

OUTSIDE OF HEAD - shows pride in 
work he Bors ,

SHOULDERS - both broad Left 
... shoulder shghilylowtr than right so he 

can see where he has been and took 
back at his mistakes

HANDS — right hand highly devel 
oped from dw chores he has to do 
Left hand sightly underdeveloped 
because he crosses his fingers a lot

KNEES —calloused from praying for 
rain, then recalloused in praying for 
the ram to stop

LEGS - one longer than the other, 
depending on which side Of tractor h* 
gets in and out of

EYES — both are telescopic Right eye 
watches the weather, Left eye watches 
the politicians

NOSE — red, bruised and peeling

MOUTH — usually smiling no matter 
what

CHIN — very prominent It has to be 
because that's where he takes it all

BELLY — it can be big or tittle, but 
who can tell when wearing bib overalls

BACK — strong —to carry the hurik it 
of high cosis and low profits

SKIN — approximately ten minutes 
after be goes to work Skin is either 
dusty wet muddy, or cold depending 
on the weather

FEET — usually strong from pro 
longed walks in fields looking al new 
Crops or hr cattle Invariably fields are 
muddy Big toe is enlarged-lie kicks 
anything In sight when things go 
wrong

Contributed by MtoMw' Firm Burna

TROY-BILF TILLERS
As Low As s532“0
■ Rear tine tilling at a front tine tiller pi ice’ 
• Prepare fine seedbeds in spring cultivate 

and weed all summer long, power­
compost garden leftovers in fall

• Models from 3HP to 8HP 
Aflectnc Start available

TROY-BILT* 
MULCHING MOWER
• NEW Lightweight Cast

Aluminum Deck.
• NEW Grass Bagger

option,
• NEW Multiple speed

transmission

Self Propelled

with FREE 
Hose Kit

Self 
Propelled 
As Low As 

499°°

TROY-BIlT® 
CHIPPER/VAC

• Powerful Vacuum and efficient 
shredder reduce volume 10.11

• Auto-Feeding Chipper for 
branches upto 3-1/2"!

• Convenient Autobagger packs 
material into removable bag ♦ 
for easy disposal1

12 hp 36” cut
5 Speed. Electric 

Start. Electric P.T.O.
1799”

while supplies last

Cut yard h ark dm n to st:e «uh the 
rawed all season traitor that's built 
to last136' Mon er Det k is standard, 
optional attachments tntreuse 
sersatiltts usefulness1

SALE PRICES IN EFFECT UNTIL APRIL 2,1994

Chandler Sales&Service 
51465 US 31/33 N. South Bend, IN 

% mile south of State Line 
PARTS-SALES-SERVICE
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Plumbing • Electric 
• Heating 1800 PINHOLE TUBING
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•1 yW warranty

$55.00

4" x 4"

PRESSURE TREATED 
LUMBER

it • 4 <» • »r* a>I * t* f WMq
• ha .r-*» • *» *»’4»v’ier-Mr... 1 a . J X * A

POST HOLE 
DIGGER 

4igi> 117 074

„„„„„,,11. id 
4" x 100’ Coll 

DRAIN PIPE
► tnhd IH pi ilIM Ui 4 •! till l»»i' ol 
lillinqs av Hl.ibh* 4 x 250 Cot}

$47.99

READY TO-USE

CONCRETE MIX $3.10

$9.99
--------------------------- ii ww.

6' x 8' FENCING
STOCKADE FENCE
•II ylMSpn.. •AmmwW.JIkTm.

$20.99

TREATED $5.89 
POST

S' LANDSCAPE 
TIMBERS 
^'••Xh $2.69

_____ e WATER SEAL*
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POLE BUILDING 
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.........  i
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CARTER P.E.H. - Bridgman 
275 miles North of Bridgman • Red Arrow Hwy 

LB R.-465-6600• P.E.H. 465-5*77

Our 1800 hole lubmg is a new innovuion 
for sindy-soils With 1800 fine pinholes 
per foot this tubing h is proven lo be a 
very effective alternative lo filters or sock 
tubing It provides maximum drainage 
without the additional cost of sock 
mstalhtion or risk of sock tearing We 
guarantee this product to dram is well as 
a cock tn ev cry upphcihon and not lo I ill 
mill sjnd We have sold millions of feet 
of our 1 Sot) hole sund tite under 

gu trainee without oik compl uni
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24" SUMP 
WITH LID
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I!4"SUMP 
DISCHARGE KIT
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IEP DRAINPIPE 
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3”x10’-$2.99
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Water Softener 
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CARTER - Niles
1 Mite South US 12 on US 33 • 2018 S. 11th St., Nites 

LBR. 684-8366

HOURS: 
MON.-FRI. 7:30-6:00 

SAT. 7:304:00 • SUN. 9:00-3:00

4

CARTERE LUMBER
• Dlumhinn • Plor^'l'rtr* jn




