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Farmers teased by promise
of early arrival of spring

Charles Stark gets an early start on his spring plowing during 
a February warm spell. On Saturday, February 25 he was plowing 
fields, two days later plowing snow near Walton Road. (BCR staff 
ohoto)

Buchanan Co-op hosts

annual open house
The Buchanan Co-op Not only were there specials on

recently held its annual open mdustnal and farm equipment
house and once again showed but also deals on rototillers and

-that*one-didn’4-have-to be a—lawn-tractors that even a 
novice gardener could 
appreciate

farmer to take advantage of 
the offerings of the day

While the open house focused 
on the needs and interests of 
local farmers, good food and 
free gifts are things everyone 
enjoyed

The day started with 
pancakes and sausage with 
cooks facing a steady barrage 
of hungry customers for most 
of theday. A bake sale was on 
location and the speed in which 
its i toms were sold showed that 
everyone, including farmers, 
likes good food.

The open house gives the 
Co-op an opportunity to 
showcase its farm equipment 
but it had items of interest for 

, $he average home owner too.

Representatives from many 
major seed, fertilizer, 
pesticide and feed companies 
were on hand to distribute 
information about their 
respective products. But many 
of those in attendance were 
more interested in the free 
gifts that many of the reps 
were offering registrants.

The Co-op bad free gifts too. 
They gave away a chain saw, a 
quart of the LC.I fusilade and 
a half ton of fertilizer But 
more importantly, ■ they 
provided an opportunity for 
fanners to get some important 
information about the 
upcoming harvest season.

Mother Nature recently 
played a little trick on local 
residents by giving them an 
early taste of spring.

Toward the end of February 
theweather feltmorehke May 
While some people were hiyh ng 
the golf courses, farmers 
started hitting the fields $

On February 24 the tempera­
ture soared to 69 degrees which 
prompted many local farmers 
to drop their front-end loaders 
and hitch up the plows It 
looked like time to get that 
sprmg plowing done and many 
did just that only to be greeted 
by a harsh winter storm three 
days later It was a quick 
reminder that we are still in 
the midst of winter

It is the tune of year when 
many farmers star t to get itchy 
to get mto the fields and 
prepare the ground for 
planting; maybe more so today 
than ten years ago.

Trees offered for Arbor Day
Ten flowering trees will be 

given to people who join the 
National Arbor Day Founda­
tion during March, 1984

The free trees are part of the 
Foundation’s effort to promote 
tree planting ' throughout 
America.

The Foundation will give two 
White Dogwood, two American 
Redbud, two European 
Mountain Ash, two Washington 
Hawthorn, and two Flowering 
Crab trees to members joining 
during March The six- 
to-twelve meh trees will be

A full house sat down to enjoy pancakes and sausage at the Buchanan Co-ops annual open 
house. Hundreds of hungry people kept cooks busy all day, (BCR staff photo) «

s

Today low-tillage forming is 
the method employed by a 
substantial number of gram 
producers in the midwest and 

On February 24 the temperature soared to 
65 degrees, prompting local farmers to drop 

front-endloadersandhitchuptheplow.-------

fall plowing is “out” in those 
circles

The obvious advantage of 
sprmg tillage is reduced costs 
The disadvantage is that there 
is more work to be done in less 
time

With spring tillage the 
former saves fuel and wear 
and tear on his equipment by 
working the ground only once 
The ground works easier by 
allowing crop stalks to stand 
over the winter and by leaving 
the stubble in the field, wind 
and water erosion are pre­

shipped at the right time for 
planting this spring, between 
March 1 and Ma^ 31, postage 
paid with enclosed planting 
instructions

These trees were 
because they will 

planting

selected 
give a

colorful flowering of pink, 
white, and red blossoms 
throughout the spring, accord­
ing to the Foundation The 
trees are guaranteed to grow 
or they will be replaced free of 
charge.

The National Arbor Day 
Foundation, a nonprofit

vented
But the farmers who got an 

early start on their spting 
plowing may not be spring 

tillage proponents at all
Many farmers simply can’t 

get all the plowing down in the 
fall, usually because of 
inclement autumn weather 
For them, February’s warm 
spell may have been a godsend

Or, those formers observed 
plowing near Walton and 
Bakertown Roads may have 
seen the unseasonal weather as 
providing an ideal opportunity 
to break a case of “Cabin 
Fever” created by months of 
frigid temperatures and snow 
cover 

organization, is working to 
improve the quality of life 
throughout the country by 
encouraging tree planting. The 
Foundation will give the ten 
free trees to members con­
tributing $10 during March.

To become a member of the 
Foundation and to receive the 
free trees, a $10 membership 
contribution should be sent to
Flowering Trees, National 
Arbor Day Foundation, 100 
Arbor Avenue, Nebraska City, 
NE 68410, by March 31,1964
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OPINIONS The following articles are guest editorials submitted by the 
Michigan Farm Bureau that may be of some interest to the local 
community ~ - *

Too much crying?
If you ask the average man or woman on a city street the 

question: “What do you think of farmers and ranchers7” they just 
might reply “We Idee them They’re good, hardworking people, 
but they complain too much ” Urban dwellers have this image of 
farmers always complaining either about the weather or about 
prices

Farmers are pretty good at telling the rest of the world when 
they encounter problems What farmers are not so good at is 
telling the world when events^go well So, after listening to 
farmers complain about then” plight, city dwellers begin to ignore 
them

Unless farmers are willing to share the good news, they’re 
hable to lose their credibility when they announce the bad An 
example back in 1979 when ranchers were getting $103 a pound 
for cattle, nobody said a word about things being pretty good. 
Now, however, when they receive only 60 cents a pound, they’re 
unhappy and rightly go They are trying to tell the rest of the 
world their problem, but nobody seems to be listening________

If these ranchers had only been a little more candid in 1979 
and said, “thank heavens, we’ve got a pnee that makes sense,” 
the American pubhc would probably be more sympathetic to their 
plight now

A word of advice to farmers and ranchers Don’t be afraid to 
tell the world when you are doing well If you do, your city cousins 
just might believe you when things get tough

FIRST PRAY 
for NO SNOW

DURING CALVING, 
THEN FOR SNOW

TO HELP THE 
WATER SUPPLY, 
THEN no SNOW

FOR THE PLOWING
-BY NOW YOU 

MUST HAVE HIM 
MIGHTY CONFUSED!

Grace 
exposes 
waste

A mere billion dollars isn’t much to get excited about in 
Washington, D C, but if you can talk about saving $300 billion 
during a three-year period, you ought to create some excitement

That’s Exactly what J Peter Grace, a New York industrialist 
and non-paid chairperson of a commission created by President 
Reagap, says can be done with the federal budget. The report of 
the Grace Commission, which was recently published, resplts 
from some two years of effort by a team of 161 top busmess 
executives who, in turn, enlisted 1350 more volunteers They 
delved into the operations of the federal government 'to discover 
and expose the excesses, duplication, inefficiencies and 
unnecessary expenditures that can and should be cut The 
commission’s work did not cost the taxpayers a dime It was 
financed entirely by_pnvate busmess

Strangely enough, the report didn’t create any excitement 
Relatively little pubhc attention has been given to it What we 
keep hearing from congressional leaders and some economists is 
that they have cut about all that can be cut out of the federal 
expenditures and we will have to turn to additional tax revenues 
to tackle the deficit

The Grace Commission report includes more than 2,000 
specific recommendations that the busmess executives believe 
would not only save $300 billion over three years, but result in a 
better-managed federal government

Some of the recommendations cut into favorite sacred cows, 
such as entitlement programs. Most members of Congress hope 
the report will fade away, but taxpayers should insist that doesn’t 
happen

• FERTILIZER

Compliments 
of your
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Corn Dealer

• GRAIN

• FEED

• SEEDS

Zahl’s Elevator & 
Feed Mill
PHONE 219-654-3625

P.O. Box 66, Now Carlisle, Indiana

POLE BUILDING MATERIALS 

HEADQUARTERS

^PRESSUREIREATEDTIMBERS_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
4 x 4s—4 x 6s—6 x 6s

^TREATED & UNTREATED LUMBER
2 x 4s—2 x 6s—2 x 8s—2 x 10s—2 x 12s

^GALVANIZED & PAINTED STEEL SIDING
29ga.—36" wide—cut to length

^NATIONAL DOOR HARDWARE-NAILS-TRUSSES
DELIVERY SERVICE

PHONE 473-3644 FOR QUOTES

EAU CLAIRE LUMBER
201 SHAWNEE WEN SPRINGS MICH
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Ridge tillage can save money
If a farmer could find a 

-—systemthatwouldsavetime— 
and money, help prevent 
erosion, decrease compaction 
and provide yields at least 
equal to those from convention- 
ally-tilled acres, would he 
switch’

The answer is yes for a 
small, but rapidly growing 
group of farmers in northern 
Indiana and Ohio and southern 
Michigan who have discovered 
that ndge tillage matches the 
above description and fits them 
operation.

“The number of ndge tilled 
acres in this region is still quite 
small,” nptes Purdue Univer­
sity’s Dr Jerry y Mannermg, 
professor of soil conservation 
management “But there has 

~beenabigshifviirthelastyear-----
or so Percentage-wise, the 
increase in ndge tilled acres 
looks awfully impressive — 
somewhere around 84 percent 
from 1981 to 1982 ”

Before switching to a ndge 
tillage or no-till system, 
farmers should first evaluate 
their fields, Mannering 
emphasizes

“If most of a farmer’s soils 
are better drained, sloping and 
erosive, no-till might be a 
better system,” he notes “In 
some cases, We would prefer 
no-till over a ndge system 
where there is a more drouthy 
type soil or where there is a 
severe erosion condition.

“On the other hand, a' 
ridge-type system may be 
appropnate if. a farmer has 
significant amounts of poorly 
drained soils. Ridge tillage also

Farmers with ridge tillage systems need, a heavy-duty cultivator that can build ridges and 
cultivate between ridges. In many ridge-tilled acres, a layby cultivation is used to rebuild ridges for 
planting the following spring, as shown in this photo.

may be the answer if he has an 
interest in soil conservation in 
parts of his farm that are 
better drained or on slopes that 
are subject to erosion.”

According to Mannering, 
most of the area’s medium- 
textured soils would be suited 
to ndge tillage Only 'muck 
soils and extremely sandy soils 
do not make good candidates 
for such a system, because of 
their inability to hold a ndge

A farmer whose land is 
suited to ndge tillage can 

benefit in a number of ways by 
switching to this system, 
Mannering says.

“Ridge tillage certainly 
reduces the number of tnps 
across the field,” he points out 
“You build the ndge at the 
layby cultivation the summer 
before Then you may have a 
trip to spread fertilizer 
materials on the surface in the 
fall, and possibly another tnp 
to apply anhydrous, either pre- 
or post-plant And then, there’s 
your planting operation, 

followed by one or two 
cultivations Those are your 
basic tops ”

Mannermg says a number of 
farmers are now applying 
fertilizer and herbicide on the 
ridges in the same tnp during 
planting.

Another advantage ndge 
tillage offers is a reduction in 
soil compaction.

“Most farmers I’ve visited 
are convinced that they have a 
compaction problem,” 
Mannering notes “They are 

attracted to the ndge system 
because, if used-properly;—- 
farmers follow a controlled 
traffic technique, with eqmp 
ment wheels traveling only in 
the same furrows every year ”

Yield samples taken last 
year by Purdue researchers 
revealed that summer-made 
ridges not compacted by 
combine wheels at harvest 
yielded 10 bu-acre more the 
following year than ridges 
which had been run over by 
wheels.

“If a farmer goes to a ndge 
system, he should size all of his 
machinery so it stays between 
those ridges Equally 
important, he should go down 
the same area year after 
year," Mannering emphasizes

—Mannering reports—that-----  
yields from ndge tilled acres 
are “very comparable” to 
those from moldboard plowed 
acres, and supenor to those 
from no-till systems on darker 
colored, poorly drained soils.

“On the well drained soils, 
we think that_ both the 
ridge-type systems and no-till 
will out-perform the mold­
board plow system,” Manner­
ing notes “We’re suggesting 
yields as much as 10 percent 
higher in those systems where 
you leave the residue on the 
surface, as opposed to clean-till 
systems ”

While not as effective as 
no-till in preventing erosion, 
Mannering says the ridge - 
system stdl provides fairly 
good protection, especially 
following a corn crop

Michigan farm sizes ^continue to dwindle
EAST LANSlNG — During 

the past two decades, the 
average size of farms in 

s Michigan has increased and 
soybean and corn acreage' 
nearly doubled, in spite of 
diversion of some cropland to 
nonfarm use.

A new publication, “Compar­
ing Michigan’s Agriculture 
with that of Nearby States, 
1960-1982,” written by Karl 
Wright, Michigan State 
University agricultural 
economics professor emeritus, 
contains data on changes in 
fanp size and other trends 
since the 1960s in Michigan,

Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wiscon­
sin and Minnesota

“One of the most significant 
changes in Michigan is the 
increase in com and soybean 
production in the past 10 
years,” Wnght says “Com 
acreage rose from 17 million 
to 31 million acres — 42 
percent of state cropland — 
making com Michigan’s major 
crop Soybean acreage 
increased from 500,000 to one 
million acres ”

Even though it has lost farm 
acreage to nonfarm uses, 
Michigan continues to produce 
a consistent percentage of the

six-state market
From 1960 to 1964, the

average-sized farm in
Michigan consisted of 135 
acres By 1982, average farm 
size had increased to 177 acres 
Because of rising costs of 
farming — equipment, land, 
fertilizers — and inflation, 
farmers had either to enlarge 
their farms, Wright explains, 
or to supplement their incomes 
with off-farm jobs

Farmers with medium-size 
farms — 100 to 400 acres — 
found themselves too busy to 
hold extra jobs, Wright says 
The percentage of large farms

- - went up then, because farmers
had to increase the size of their 
farms to maintain their 
income

The percentage of smaller 
farms — those with less than 
100 acres — remained about 
the same, but off-farm mcome 
increased each year

Overall, farmers make twice 
as much income off the farm as 

Thanks
TO AMERICAN 
AGRICULTURE

they do from fanning. Off- 
farm mcome per farmer in 
Michigan in 1979 averaged 
115,270, compared with $6,318 
net farm mcome, for a total 
family income of $21,588

Eventually there will be 
small farms with a great 
percentage of their mcome 
denved somewhere other than 
the farm, and large farms

W« Design, Ml, Build and Service

lb
Be it farm, commercial or residential, 
call ns and let us design a building, 

livestock or grain handling system to

fit your specific needs.
Borkholdor Post Buildings!

DALE HARTSELL & SONS CONS., INC.
_ 21908 M-60 EAST,

CASSOPOLIS, Ml MiKeunER*
1 GULI' PHONE 616-445-3828

butler: Livestock 
Systems

On the occasion of American Ag­
riculture Day, this year celebrated 
on March 20th, we want to send our 
thanks to the fanners, ranchers, 
growers and agribusiness people 
and their families who work within 
the food and agricultural network 
and contribute so vitally to the 
health of our nation.

F. S. CARBON CO
107 Days, Buchanan
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Seasonalworkers
bring new challenge

The 1984 harvest season will 
likely bring a new crop of 
challenges for the state’s 
farmers who employ migrant 
and seasonal workers, 
according to Michigan Farm 
Bureau’s labor specialist, Ron 
Gaskill Being in compliance 

„ with state and national Jaws 
pertaining to the employment 
of those workers is especially 
important during this growing 
season, Gaskill said

“Many employers are not yet 
familiar with the requirements 
and scope of the federal 
Migrant and Seasonal Agricul­
tural Worker Protection Act, 
which went mto effect last 
year Still to come is the 
Immigration Reform and 
Control Act, currently being

^ebM^edm"Cbngress7Tie said" 
“Inadvertent violations could 
result from this lack of 
familiarity In addition, an 
earlier, larger influx of 
migrant labor to Michigan is 
anticipated due to the damaged 
harvests in freeze-affected 

- southem states ’’-------- ---------
Gaskill said that although the 

impact of the proposed 
Immigration Reform and 
Control Act on the state’s 
migrant and seasonal labor 
situation is not fully known at 
this tune, employers can be 
certain that additional record­
keeping and worker docu-

mentation will be required 
“This act would give legal 

status to some ‘undocumented 
workers’ currently nrthe U S., 
but there are no figures 
indicating how many are 
involved in agriculture Some 
estimate 30 percent of the 
migrant and seasonal work­
force is in the country illegally 
The law imposes stiff sanctions 
and penalties on employers 
who hire illegal aliens, includ­
ing felony convictions and 
fines,” he said.

Implementation of OSHA 
regulations and standards for 
field sanitation and first aid 
may further complicate 
problems for employers of 
agricultural labor

“These standards have been, _ 
in the drafting process for Over 
a year now and could go mto 
effect during the growing 
season, so employers are going 
to have to be alert and 
flexible,” he said

To help famers cope with 
these challenges, Gaskill is

—coordinating an agricultural— 
labor conference, sponsored by 
the Michigan Farm Bureau 
and American Farm Bureau 
Federation, on March 14-15 in 
Grand Rapids The conference 
will provide ag employers with 
an update on existing and 
pending legislation and also 
labor management training

AUCTIONEERS
■ Household

• Antiques

■ Agriculture

■ Livestock

"YOUR SALE IS OUR BIDDING"

Asmus Auction Service
616-683-3918 NILES, MICHIGAN
GMOUArtSOFREPPER^CHOO^FAUCTIONEER^

How can one farm 
policy cover more risks 

and cost less?____

No problem

Auto-Owners Farm-Pak Policy will coyer all 
your acreage and its risks in one neat policy. 
Not only is it sipipler, it’s less expensive. So you’ll 
feel better knowing your biggest investments as a 
farmer are protected, and a little wiser for' 
spending less money doing it.
Just ask your "no problem” Auto-Owners agent 1 
about the Farm-Pak Policy. You and your farm 
will both be better for it.

y4uto-(h»mert fruurence 
life Home Cm BvemeM

Robert K. 
Liskey, Inc..

573 Lake Street, Brldgam, Michigan 
Phone 465-6222

AUhivULiuiftt . . . in March nind 14, ISM

Bob James’ new Une of tractors has arrived The new line includes Ford garden tractors, field 
tractors and industrial equipment. Sitting with the tractors outside the store is employee Mark 

- Warmbein. (BCR staff photo)

MSU workshop shows how 

to sell dairy Steers as beef
EAST LANSING - Dairy 

farmers can increase profits 
by feeding Holstein steers for 
the beef market They^can 
learn how and why during 
Farmers’ Week and Natural 
Resources Day?, March 19-24 
at Michigan State University

The program runs from 9 45 
a in to noon March 20 in 109 
Anthony Hall

"Holsteins areas efficient as 
beef cattle in the daily 
rate-of-gain during their 
growth stages,” says Gary 
Weber, research assistant in
the MSU Department of 
Animal Science “There are, basic
several ways to efficiently 
manage a Holstein’s growth so 
that they can be sold as market 
beef”

Program participants will be 
given a variety of management 
guidelines to produce for the 
beef market These will fit 
almost any dairy producer’s 
current operation

The degree of profit, how­
ever, will depend upon the

k

*
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individual’s kind of -dairy 
operation, type of available 
feed and die farmer’s manage­
ment ability, Weber says

Purchase price, - market 
price and feed costs are among 
the factors to“ consider when 
raising Holsteins for the beef 
market The purchase pnce of 
Holsteins is generally lower 
than the.price paid for beef 
feeders, and the market price 
for Holsteins is usually 10 
percent lower In feeding, 
Holsteins are more similar to 
beef cattle than they are 
different. Both have the same

requirements for
vitamins, minerals and 
protein The major difference 
is that Holsteins require about 
10 percent more energy to 
achieve 1,200 pounds—optimal 
market weight — than beef 
cattle require.

Holsteins yield the same 
percentage of edible beef from 
the carcass but have more 
bone, less fat and, angular­
shaped muscles This means

that the nutritional value and 
the flavor of the Holstein meat 
is the same but that the cuts 
have different shapes

Just about all the current 
practices for feeding beef can 
be applied to the production of 
Holsteins for beef, including 
the use of feed additives and 
implants to achieve maximum 
efficiency of inputs These 
practices will be detailed’by 
beef nutrition specialists 
during the program

Program participants will 
also be shown several Holstein 
carcasses that had been fed as 
market beef The evaluation 
will be held in the MSU Meats 
Laboratory

' Program speakers include 
John Speicher, John Waller, 
Gary Weber and Harlan 
Ritchie, from the MSU Depart­
ment of Animal Science, and 
Tom Reed, from the Michigan 

. Live Stock Exchange

In wnw parts of Russia people used to roll around in the fields in the hope that
this would encouraar the ifrop»,Jto^9raw
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Mew! 
to serve ^ou bettor

Tractor Sales and Service

Robert James Implements 
Cleveland Avenue, Galien 

545-3341

GEHL • WHITE • FORD
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Local schools maintain
solid FFA curriculums

THREE OAKS — Agricul­
tural curriculums are disap­
pearing Right now only two 
schools in the south county 
area provide ag classes and 
haye Future Farmers r of 
America (FFA) organizations 
The two schools are River 
Valley and Galien, according 
to River Valley Ag instructor 
Ron Jelinek, but the Benton 
Harbor scnools and Watervliet 
both have the ag program and 
FFA groups, he added

“It’s a two-fold problem 
First a Shortage of personnel 
and secondly, declining enroll­
ments,” Jelinek said,

There were four teams 
involved,” Jelinek added

This year the River Valley 
group attended the national 
FFA convention ih Kansas 
City Other plans include going 
to thestate convention at East 
Lansing which is held in 
conjunction with farmers 
week Leadership camp is 
another FFA activity limited to 
organization officers The 
camp is held in Cassopolis and 
includes the entire southwest 
quarter of Michigan.

For practical experience the 
vocational agriculture class is 
raising a small pine tree forest,

----- Many^t^dieraafedfawh Jehnek-said -ParL of -the 
project is behind the highaway from the classroom by 

industry, farmings or other 
agriculture based careers

School districts also apply 
standard rules of measure to 
programs they must support If 
the numbers aren’t there — the 
programs get dropped

“With our ag population 
dwindling rapidly, school 
districts are dropping the 
program because there are too 
few interested students,” he 
added, “But I think those few 
are the most important ”

According to Jelinek, about 
75 percent of the population 50 
years ago was involved in 
fanning — today that figure is 
about 2-3 percent

At River VaUey, about 40 
students are involved in one or 
both (ag classes or FFA) 
Because the group is so small 
Jelinek said the students can 
take the program four years. 
Sometimes the students are 
mixed with both freshmen and 
seniors in the same classroom

The River Valley ag 
program covers livestock, 
crops and soils, mechanics, and 
even some management One 
tf the primary objectives is 
leadership according to 
Jelinek.

“We just finished a leader­
ship contest, which included 
demonstrations, public speak­
ing competitions, parhamen-

school and the rest is on some 
land at the Chikaming school 
The students have done some 
soil conservation work and 
dramage too

“Ag is a lot more than 
farming A student might not 

^endupmfarmingbutnrsome 
other related area. Some of the 
students I’ve had in classes ten 
years ago are just now 
breaking into farming But the 
percentage is high (of those 
who follow through with a 
farming career) if given 
enough tune,” he added

The “Smith-Hughes Act” 
enacted into law by Congress in 
1917 provided funds and 
encouraged tiie establishment 
of high school courses in 
vocational agriculture For 
many schools, that was the 
start of the program

Not all the participants in the 
River Valley program are 
farm kids, Jelinek said The 
“city kids” have animal 
projects at a neighbor’s farm 
or at a grandparent’s farm 
Some just get active by 
working on fair projects. But 
it’s a high percentage of kids 
who eventually get involved 
and really participate

Future Farmers of America 
can best be described as the 
organization to prepare

tary procedure and forums
students for 
industry of

careers in the 
agriculture A

major emphasis of the FFA is 
the development of leadership 
skills and abilities needed by 
young people in thew agricul­
tural careers

The FFA was founded in 
Kansas City, Missouri in 1928 
Membership today exceeds 
509,000 An alumni association 
is made up of over 12,000 
members who actively support 
the activities of the FFA

The largest student conven­
tion in the nation is the 
National FFA Convention in 
Kansas City, Missouri It 
attracts over 20,000 members 
and guests annually Nearly ?1 
million is providedarmuallyby— 
business and individuals for 
FFA incentive awards.

The FFA motto tells the 
story Learning to do, doing to 
learn, earning to live, and 
living to serve

There is individual recogm- 
tion for the accomplishments 
of the FFA, at the local, state 
and national levels

Proficiency awards are 
possible in 22 different cate­
gories covering such diversi­
fied topics as dairy production, 
floriculture, forest manage­
ment, agricultural electrifica­
tion, agricultural processing 
and turf and landscape 
management

The occupational skills or 
judging contests are another 
unportant aspect of the FFA 
and is a natural outgrowth of 
the instructional program in 
vocational agriculture-agri­
business. Nine judging contests 
aye organized at the national 
level including agricultural 
mechanics, dairy cattle, farm 
business management, flon- < 
culture, livestock and poultry. 
Many other contests are 
provided on the chapter, 
sub-state and state levels

So while the FFA is training 
leaders it is also making those 
future leaders aware that FFA 
is more than agriculture in the 
future of America

-

The vocational agriculture students at River Valley make use 
of the school’s shop facilities Here they work on chain saws, 
tractors and other farm implements Instructor and general 
“fixer of broken things” is Ron Jelinek. About 40 students at 
River Valley participate in the program in one aspect or another. 
(LCC staff photo)

When carving meat, cut against the gram
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•McBUCK TIRES McBUCK BALANCING

Truckers, Farmers, Contractors 
See us for . . .

WE CAN [ Complete Vulcanize
Repair Service
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• Utility Tires
Trust McBuck'""Instead of Luck

3360 South in 135 
St. Joseph, Mich.

NEAR ACE HARDWARE

When You re Hiding on Luck. Coil McBuck s 
1.35? Friendly Service
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“Farming can be 
complicated these days.

|Same goes for 
income taxes 

So I go to 
H&R— 

Block.”

“With farming, one wrong step and it could cost you down 
the road. The same is true with tax preparation, and that’s 
why I always go to H&R Block. My preparer is trained to 
know all the special problems that farmers face. And that 
saves me money. So I’ll do the farm work while Block does 
the tax work.”

People who know their business go to

H&R BLOCK

221 fast Front Street, Buchanan
Open 9-6 Mon - Fn 9 5 Sat 695-6956

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
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Wild horse or burro availible for adoption >
Winter weather has slowed 

demand for western wild 
horses and burros offered for 
adoption to people willing to 
give them good homes in the 
East under a unique federal 
program The Adopt-a-Horse 
or Burro Program, as it is

Evans Agricultural Services in Hinchman held an open house recently. In addition to a 
pancake and sausage buffet, the sales representatives for various farm implement dealers were on 
hand to answer questions and demonstrate new equipment. Evans carries a full line of new farm 
implements, tools, supplies and much more. <LCC staff photo)

Than Money 
loLend.

The people at the Land Bank and Production Credit are specialists, and they 
have moriey to lend But they lend much more. They provide financial expertise to fanners.

For over 50 years our people have worked to assist fanners with ways of 
increasing their productivity and profits Today, they continue to work in your best interest, 
offering die best credit and financial Services to agriculture

See the people who can lend more than money For financial know-how, see 
the specialists. They’re serving farmers every working day at the Federal Land Bank and 
Production Credit Associations. Both are part of Farm Credit Services. Helping you harvest 
the success you deserve

4035 M-139, 
St. Joseph 

429-1556 

officially called, is an activity 
of the Interior Department’s 
Bureau of Land Management

G Curtis Jones Jr, Director 
of the Bureau’s Eastern States 
Office said adoptions were 
down to a trickle in December 
and January at the two

distribution centers the agency 
operates in Tennessee and 
Pennsylvania.

In calling for potential 
adopters to take advantage of 
ample stocks of horses 
presently on hand, Jones 
explained that excess animals

4035 M-139, 
St Joseph 

429-3251

put up for adoption under the 
Adopt-a-Horse or. Burro 
Program come from public 
rangelands in eight western 
states where they are 
protected by law. As a result of 
the law, however, herds have 
increased considerably Wild 
horses and burros face possible 
starvation in many areas as 
they compete for forage with 
wildlife and domestic live­
stock There are now more 
than 60,000 wild horses and 
burros on pubhc rangelands, 
compared with some 17,000 in 
the early 1970s The Bureau 
considers about 24,000 animals 
an optimal number for the 
range to carry While the law 
authorizes destruction of 
excess animals, the Bureau 
avoids that possibility by 

—placing animals with adopters
throughout the country

“There are over 2,500 excess 
d horses and 40 wild burros 

presently in corrals out West 
waiting to be shipped to 
adoption centers, Jones said 
Nevada corrals alone have 
over 1,400 animals which were 
gathered last summer and fall 
to help avoid overgrazing and 
possible starvation ”

“Our dilemma is trying to 
keep up a steady adoption 
demand through the winter so 
We can be prepared to accept 
normally larger sprmg ship­
ments We need to find homes 
for them rather than feed them 
in corrals for long periods 
either here or out West 
Nationwide, it costs about
$4,500 a day to feed the 
captured animals. If we can’t 
find homes for animals year 
round, the radge and animals 
are ultimate losers. There’s the 
hazard of greater range 
deterioration and less forage

To convert inches to centimeters, multiply by 2.5.

- EVERY WEEK
Don't Be Left Out 

This Season
ORDER HOWI

' TGrpw 3Wlbs
■Rock Cornish Cross in 8 weeks)

■ White Rocks ■Rhode Island Red
■ Barred Plymouth Rock ■ Leghorns 

Ready To Lay Pullets - Any Number

DUCKS Algo
(Pakii, Kinki CmM GUINEAS, PHEASANTS,
Mallard, Roven

TURKEYS
(Broad Breasted Bronze, 
Broad Breasted White)

GOSLINGS
(Emden, African, Toulouse)

If

ROSE'S HATCHERY
1326 8. Michigan St., South Bend, IN 40618 

Ph. (219) 232-4202 or (219) 289-4604

for domestic livestock and 
wildlife, as well as horses and 
burros

“Actually, now is a good tune 
to adopt. More horses are 
available and the selection- is 
good. In most cases, a wild 
horse or burro adopted now 
could be gentled and framed 
for work or recreational use by 
springtime,” Jones stated

The Bureau maintains two 
adoption centers in the east, 
located in Cross Plains, 
Tennessee and Lewisberry, 
Pennsylvania Adopters at 
Cross Plains pay a fee of $210 
for a horse and $130 for a burro, 
while the fee at Lewisberry is 
$215 and $140 respectively. The 
fee. helps pay the cost of 
roundup, veterinary care, 
transportation and admimstra- 

—hon----- -------- -------—-----------
In addition to the permanent 

centers, the Bureau takes 
animals to locations where 
people have shown an interest 
in adopting them. Roughly 250 
wild horses and burros will be 
put up for adoption in 
Shreveport, Louisiana, March 
28-Apnl 2 Plans are also 
underway for events later m 
the year in Illinois, Indiana, 
Missouri, West Virginia, New 
York and New England

The practice of removing 
excess wild horses and burros 
from the pubhc lands and 
placing them with private 
citizens or organizations began 
in 1973 Homes for some 46,000 
animals have been found

Details on how to adopt can 
be obtained by writing Adopt- 
a-Horse or Burro Program, 
Bureau of Land Management, 
U S. Department of the 
Interior, 350 South Pickett 
Street, Alexandria, VA 22304

RARE BRED CHICKS
Poultry equipment; 
Rabbits and equip­
ment; Purina, lAM’s, 
Eukanuba, Science 
Diet and Martin’s 
Chows for all your 
animals’ needs.
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Celebration Sponsored by Baroda Business Association
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Baroda bash in high gear
BARODA — The salute of and Michigan Fruit Canners 

agriculture day sponsored by There will also be a live hog to
schools will be participating in 

-a-posteruiontest^Winners^will 
have their posters displayed m 
town Silver dollars will be 
awarded as prizes

Art classes from the area 
schools will be decorating the 
shop windows in the busmess 
district with agricultural 
themes the weekend prior to 
the celebration Those scenes 
will also be judged and prizes 
awarded

During the day several bake 
sales will be going on m 
Baroda, some sponsored by the 
area churches and one for the 
Baroda Queen’s Committee 
float fund

An information booth will be 
set up and maps will be 

Legion Commander Terry near Nye’s Standard Station distributed pinpointing the 
Students in the elementary celebration highlights

the Baroda Busmess Associa­
tion is moving right along, 
according to Velina Tio and 
Bob Widdis, both members of 
the BBA

“Celebrate in Baroda” is the 
theme of the all-day event 
planned for Tuesday, March 20 
from 10 a.m until 6 p m. in the 
Baroda busmess distnct

During a recent meetmg of 
the BBA, work committees 
were organized and final plans 
were confirmed, according to 
Widdis

Judges for the window 
painting contest include 
Baroda Mayor Jerry Phley,

auction as the last item, he 
added.

Another highlight of the 
family-oriented celebration 
will be a “Taste of Agricul­
ture” which features whole hog 
sausage sandwiches, cider, 
milk, fruits and other farm 
products available to the pubhc 
at the price the farmer 
receives Doug Ott is chairman 
of this event

Also planned is a display of 
animals and a petting farm 
Bob Widdis will be displaying a 
collection of farm toys and is 
organizing a “toy” tractor pull 
A display of farm equipment 
will be set up at .the triangle

SchnTaltz/TTre Chief Larry 
Reifschneider, farmer Louis 
Schlutt and farm wife Mrs 
Nathan (Robin) Nitz The 
windows will be judged on 
Saturday, March 17, at 10 a in , 
according to Mrs. Tio

Chairman of the “services 
and product auction,” Larry 
Nye said the auction should 
include such items as fresh 
eggs, apples, coupons for fresh 
asparagus and melons in the 
spring, milk, apple cider and 
juices and jellies from Welch’s

Garden hints
—Ignore ads for Zoysia 

grass It is not recommended 
for use in Michigan lawns

—Remove part of the mulch 
from strawberries, roses, 
bulbs and perennials Take the 
rest off in early May or 
whenever necessary to prevent 
smothering new growth

- r. *

1

—As soon as the soil can be 
worked, sow seeds of bachelor 
button, anchusa, cosmos, 
cynoglossum, -California 
poppy, calendula, browalha, 
petunia, portulaca, larkspur, 
flowering tobacco and sweet 
alyssum outdoors

—Begin in late April to plant 
gladioli weekly through June 
for a steady supply of cut 
flowers through the summer.

—Plant lily bulbs and 
dormant roses

—Before April 15, plant seeds 
of zinnia, cosmos, bachelor 
button, African marigolds, 
calendula and cockscomb 
indoors for transplanting 
outdoors later

—Keep Easter lilies growing 
so you can plant them outdoors 
after the danger of frost is past.

Some of those in attendance at a recent implement dealership 
open house tried this International tractor on for size. (LCC staff 
photo)

Storage affects seed
EAST LANSING — Whether 

you can use vegetable seeds 
left over from last year 
depends primarily on how the

89411st Street, Bareda, Michigan 422-2499 or 422-1917 
Open9 A.M^- 5:39P.M., Monday thru Saturday

Big or Small
WE COVER ‘EM ALL

Custom Designed Truck Caps 
To Fit Every Need

To the Men 
and 
Women of 

, Agriculture
“Thanks for a 
great job 
well done!

BARODA BARBER SHOP 
Flrat Street, Baroda

seeds were stored
Lee Taylor, extension 

horticulture specialist at 
Michigan State University, 
explained that seeds of most 
vegetables — except onions, 
parsley, parsnip and salsify — 
will generally give satisfactory 
results the second or even third 
or fourth year if they have been 
stored at cool temperatures 
and low humidity.

Optimum moisture content 
for the seeds themselves is 
seven to 10 percent Gardeners 
can maintain this by storing 
seeds in moisture- and vapor­
proof containers. The con- 
tamers can then be stored in an 
unheated basement or 
refrigerator

To make sure leftover seeds 
will germinate adequately this 
year, gardeners can conduct a 
implegermmationtest ...Roll

10 seeds in a paper towel, wrap 
a couple of rubber bands 
around the towel to keep the 
seeds from falling out and 
place the towel in a container 
of water. Place thecontainer in 
a warm location (75 to 90 
degrees F). The top of a 
refrigerator is usually warm 
enough.

Check for germination every 
few days for a couple of weeks. 
If over half of the seeds of a 
particular variety germinate, 
that lot will probably be 
satisfactory for this year, 
though you might want to plant 
the seed a little more thickly 
than usual

Mm yw togged your heifer today! Downtown Baroda

aroda City Mills
Your one stop 

Farm & Home Shopping Center
From the clothes you wear to your livestock, 

home and garden needs.

OshKQsh
B'GOSH

• Lawn & Garden Supplies • Bulk Seeds

• Ferfllizer • Animal Feeds

• Poultry & Livestock Feeders & Supplies

Baroda City Mills Inc The dandelion blossom is 
actually a bouquet of about 
150 to 200 tiny flowers 
set in a solid head on a stem.

phone
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CELEBRATE IN BARODT^T^
Rain research

Hay damage may be overcome
EAST LANSING - 

Michigan’s hay crop, valued at 
about $269 million annually, is 
vulnerable to damage by rainy 
weather

An invention by the US 
Department of Agriculture 
agricultural engineer based at 
Michigan State Umversity has 
the potential for substantially 
reducing that vulnerability

Alan Rotz, a member of the 
USDA’s Agricultural Research 
Service, has~ developed a 
system that injects 130 grams 
of anhydrous ammonia into 
rectangularly baled hay just 
before it leaves the baler. Each 
bale is given three injections of 

anhydrous ammonia by a 
high-pressuresyringe

The purpose of Rotz’s 
research and invention is to 
enable farmers to bale hay 
sooner after cutting rather 
than have to wait for it to dry to 
20 percent or lower moisture 
content. .

Normally, hay that is baled 
when its moisture content is 
above 20 percent runs the risk 
of spontaneous combustion 
Even if that does not occur, 
substantial loss of nutrients 
does

While farmers are waiting 
for the hay to “cure” to below 
20 percent, it often rams That 

can start a cycle of having to 
rake The hay again so that it 
dries, only to have it ram 
agam After a few tunes, the 
hay is nearly worthless. The 
hazard of ramed-on hay is 
greatest at the begmnmg.and 
close of the haying season

“A desirable system for 
making alfalfa hay is one that 
would enable farmers to bale 
the crop at 25 to 35 percent 
moisture,” Rotz says. “This 
would mean that the hay could 
be gotten into storage earlier 
and without the leaf loss that 
can occur with current 
hay-baling practices Most of 
the protein, vitamins and 

minerals of hay are contained 
in the plant leaves,” he notes

Rotz’s injection system con­
sists of an anhydrous ammonia 
tank mounted,on the baler that 
connects :to a hydraulically 
operated sypnge controlled by 
an electronic timer The 
anhydrous ammonia is 
injected through nozzles on the 
sides of the bale chamber The 
system is simple enough to be 
retrofitted to existing balers

The system works Tests 
show that the anhydrous 
ammonia penetrates the hay 
and disperses evenly through 
it

The ammonia doesn’t stay m

the bale, however It vaporizes 
That’s the next problem Rotz 
needs to solve

“The hay will probably have 
to go into some kind of sealed 
storage,” Rotz says “I’m not 
sure what that will mean It 
could mean httle more than 
stacking the hay and covering 
it with a tarp

“That’s what we’ll be 
working oh tins Haying- 
season,” he says. “We’re 
encouraged by what_ we’ve 
found so far, and I think it’s 
just a matter of time to achieve 
our goal”

We’ll Keep Your 
Wheels 
Turning

See us for all your lubricant needs:

Your /
Tire I 

Service 
Center

Diesel fuel *K-1 Kerosene
•Gasoline

•Motor oil (case or drum)

•Hydraulic oil
•Grease (bulk or cartridges)

•Batteries
•Oil and fuel filters

•Commercial oils
•And more '

Serving area farmers
45 years

422-1133
is the number to call 

for bulk prices and delivery service.

Agriculture Day 

March 20

Agriculture council of America

AGRICULTURE:
ITS YOUR 
HEARTBEAT,
AMERICA 
weurge every 
American to 
consider this 
message 
... every dayl

Strefting 
Oil Company, Inc, 

"Quality First, Service Always" 

Barada, Mich. 422-1133 Buchanan, Mkh. 695-9041

firestone

REAR, FRONT, 
IMPLEMENTS, 
NEW & USED

COMPLETE, FAST, EFFICIENT 
TRACTOR TIRE SERVICE

AND REPAIR

422-1154
TO CALL 

FOR ALL YOUR 
FARAA TIRE NEEDS

Armstrong
WE GO THE EXTRA MILE

BARODA 
TIRE SERVICE CENTER

1638 LEMON CROC ROAD 
BARODA. MK^DGAN 49101 422-1154
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9270 CLEVELAND AVENUE 

BARODA,MICH1GAN-491O1

FARMER’S DELIGHT 60 acres good fruit and gram land 
6% acres apples, 3% acres peaches 42 x 72’ pole bam with' 
concrete floor and 220 electric service. 1% story 3 bedroom, 
brick home only 35 years old Other usefid buildings
Berrien Springs. >132,000.

quiet COUNTRY LIVING, 3 bedroom 1% story home on 3 
” acres in Berrien Springs School district Hardwood floors 

and carpeting Eat-in kitchen Utility room, basement, 
wood burning side-kick on furnace. This home has had good 
care, is neat and dean. You want a pice place to live’ Check
this one out >49,500. Or with 40 acres >95,000.

PRICE HAS BEEN REDUCED. 2 story remodeled home on 
”13 acres Plush waU to wall carpeting, 1% baths, 4 

bedrooms, plus a 24 x 17’ hobby room or 5th bedroom 
Attractive yard with many trees, black top driveway, 2 car
garage and a 3 car barn Berrien Springs. >59,000.

Or with 40 acres >98,000

W BRIDGMAN SCHOOLS, QUIET, PEACEFUL COUNTRY 
» LOCATION. 1% story, 3 bedroom remodeled home on 1.2

acres >34,900.

M. STARTER HOME, GALIEN. 2 bedroom home with full 
basement, hardwood floors, garage. Large country lot 

>39,000

W LIKE NEW 3 BEDROOM QUALITY CONSTRUCTED 
’ HOME ON 2 ACRES. Fireplace in living room, carpeted 

formal dining room, full bath and convenient % bath, 2 car 
garage, basement Stevensville >59,500.

ML |N THE COUNTRY. Well kept 3 bedroom home, quiet 
relaxing location Cham link fence around yard. Dog run, 
garage. 15 x 22’ kitchen-dining area Lakeshore Schools.

Reduced to >37,000.

JUNEAU ST. JOE IN THE COUNTRY ON ONE ACRE 4 
bedroom home with basement Eat-m kitchen Carpeting
Commercial location >39,000

M UNUSUAL CHARM! ONE OF A KIND. 2 bedroom brick 
’ Features, living, dining area with 2 large picture windows 

and the feeling of spacious living Eat-m kitchen, laundry 
room, 1%' baths Inside home has been painted with 
desirable neutral colors Basement and garage Large
country lot Baroda >52,900.

THE RIGHT HOUSE’ LOCATED ON OVER AN ACRE 1»Z> 
story buck, attached 2 car garage, baths, formal dining 
room, fireplace, basement, landscaped yard with many 
shade trees >63,900.

STARTER HOME. 2 bedrooms with fireplace and full 
basement Hardwood floors Garage, on four lots, New
Troy >39,000

J
»IN BARODA 3 bedroom ranch with partially finished 

basement, gas heat, enclosed porch, spacious kitchen
dining area Garage. >37,900.

)L>LOT OF HOUSE FOR THE MONEY. 1300 sq ft, 9 year old 
3 bedroom, brick home with full basement and garage 110 x
130 ft lot Chain link fence Baroda. >41,900.

GALIEN. QUIET, PEACEFUL LOCATION. Gas heat and 
central air conditioning, city sewer. 3 bedrooms, alum, 
siding, basement. This home is neat and dean. Excellent

—starterhome. >20,900.

jL-building sites. 
On Hickory Creek, Baroda, 165 x 225 ft lot. Garage 

>11,000.
Singer Lake Road, Baroda 3.4 acres. >15,0M.
Hills Road, Baroda 105 acres rolling land, pond. 

Excellent bldg sites. >25,too.
On Dayton Lake. 15 acres wooded, peaceful, private 
location. >25,990.

20 acres Weesaw Township. California Road Good farm 
land. ( >2S,5H.
Need Fire Wood? Some timber. 21 rolling acres.
Buchanan >17,M0.
80 acres Lake Township, 55 acres tillable, balance wooded
and pasture land. >80.000.
37 acres near Berrien Springs. Grain and fruit land .

>44.999.

9270 CLEVELAND AVENUE

(616)422 "1500 baroda, MICHIGAN 49101

MLS

Kenny Freehling spends a good part of his day tending the grain mixer at the Baroda City 
Mills. The.com goes into the hopper on his left, is ground up and enters the mixer in back via an 
overhead chute. Farm needs, including dairy and cattle feeds, molasses, oats, shelled com, salt 
blocks, seeds, clothing and more, can be found at the Baroda City Mill. (LCC staff photo)

New millet might hit area
Michigan com growers may 

have to worry about controlling 
a new weed this spring. Wild 
proso millet has entered the 
state

According to Dr William 
Meggitt, weed scientist at 
Michigan State University, 
wild proso millet has been 
found in three counties Kent, 
Berrien and Grand Traverse

“It’s been around Grand _ 
Rapids for over two years not 
but not in any great amount,” 
he says. “We have started 
doing research on proso millet 
because we realize the possi- 1 
bihty of a state-wide infesta­
tion ”

Wild proso millet is an 
extremely prolific annual 
grass and has already become 
a major pest in other northern 
Corn Belt states, especially 
Wisconsin and Minnesota.

The potential for wild proso 
millet becoming a serious weed

problem in the entire Com Belt 
is real Once the weed is 
established, it is nearly 
impossible to suppress without 
reverting to a broadcast crop

Like com, wild proso millet 
can germinate from depths of 2 
or more inches in the soil 
Seeds can germmate from 
spring until late in the 
summer, Meggitt notes, and 
theyJast for years in the-SoiL

Last year, Meggitt put out 
test plots to determine which 
herbicides offer the best 
control of proso millet

Meggitt set up 10 x 40 foot 
plots over a 2 acre tract of land 
The soil was a sandy clay loam 
“Proso millet seems to thrive 
in sandy soils, but I don’t think 
it will be restricted to them,” 
he says

Meggitt used pre-plant 
incorporated (PPI) herbicides 
in combination With pre- 
emergent and post-emergent

herbicides The PPI herbicides 
were applied in tank mixes 
with atrazine and Bladex at a* 
variety of rates Ratings of 
weed control were taken four 
times during the growing 
season

“What we found is it’s going 
to take more than one 
application of a herbicide for 
effective control,” he says “A 
one-twopunch is what-we’re—
aiming at.” 1

“What we’re finding is if we 
come in with a post treatment, 
we can take out pretty much 
(he rest of the infestation We 
can get proso millet up to 95 
percent control,” said Meggitt

Meggitt plans to continue his 
research of wild proso millet 
this year “It is new to this 
state, but if we figure out an 
effective way to wipe it out 
now, it may never develop into 
a real problem,” he says.

ONE DAY ONLY
Tuesday, March 20

enSON CHEST UPE EtEEZEI

Model FH15M5W 15 Ce. Ft. 
United Supply

*379 
with trade 
Reg. M29

“JFe sell with service” 
Baroda TV & 

Appliance Center 
1WI First Slreef, taodi Nme 422-1137 

L Mm-M 1:30-5; Set 1:34-3:3*

Insurances
an important part 

of your farm business 
and expenses.

Let us “tailor make” a

policy to fit your specific 

needs with Fremont Mutual

Insurance Co,

EDGAR G. OTT 
AGENCY 

(sm Ottsh or Hoag) 
Fksf SkHl. hreO 

422-1101 or 422-1102 
'Insurance is our product — 

service is our business"

The.com
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CELEBRATE IN BARODA

Goat Seminar

Rick Widdis (seated) a student at F. C. Reed Middle School, Bridgman, displayed some

Spring Seminars
March 27 7-9 pm
Old Lake Township Hall 

Kid care and artificial insemination
Drs. Judy Marteniuk and Kent Ref sal 
MSU College of Veterinary Medicine

Eqnine Health Seminar
April 28 1:30-5 pm

Lincoln Township Hall
Equine Respiratory Disease and other topics
Dr. Chris Brown
MSUCbUegiedfVeterinary Medicine

Pnsutod if io charge as i piblic service by

collector items including farm toys and implements, during “Hobby Days” at the school. Some of the 
items, according to Rick’s dad Bob Widdis, of HFS Tractor in Baroda, are valued at |7541M while 
others can be as high as $500 depending on the item and its quality. (LCC staff photo)

Wildlife workshop offered
? EAST LANSING — People 

interested in the protection 
program for Michigan’s 
nongame wildlife will want to 
attend Farmers’ Week and 
Natural Resources Days, 
March 19-24 at Michigan State 
Umversity.

“Michigan was one of the 
first states to initiate a 
management program for 
preservation of unhunted 
game, but there were insuf­
ficient funds to develop an 
effective program,” says 
Glenn Dudderar, MSU Exten­
sion fisheries and wildlife 
specialist. “Recently, funds 
have been made available 
through a tax-free donation 
program Now we must 
determine what the potential is 
for a program in Michigan, and 
for that, we need suggestions 
from interested people.”

The workshops will enable 
people to explore possible 
nongame management options 
with wildlife management 
experts so that a satisfactory 
way can be found to use the 
funds, Dudderar says

The .program begins at 9 15 
a in March 19 in B102 Wells 
Hall The-feature speakers will 
be from the Michigan Depart­
ment of Natural Resources and 
the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources.
/Discussion will focus on 

Tiongame birds, mammals, 
reptiles and amphibians, fish 
and invertebrates by 
respective habitat’ 
forestlands, wetlands, coastal 
areas, agricultural, praine and 
urban areas

This session is one of 19 
programs offered during the 
Week thatrelate-to Michigan’s

lake, water and wildlife 
resources. These programs are 
free and open to the public.

Details' of MSU’s Farmers’ 
Week and Natural Resources 
Days may be obtained by 
contacting the MSU Coopera­
tive Extension Service or 
writing the MSU Bulletin 
Office, Box 231, MSU, East 
Lansing, MI 48824-0231.

We Sell and Service

Flint & Walling
Water Pumps 
Sump Pumps

REMINDER FROM 
MARMADUKE:

It’s 
heartworm 
exam
time - call for 
your appointment 
422-1176

Shawnee Hills
Veterinary 
Hospital
Comer Hills & Shawnee

Baroda, Mich.

A new trend in American breakfast habits began with the 
introduction of the first ready-to-eat breakfast cereal in 
1897.

ROOSTER’S 
PARTY STORE 

89101st Street, Baroda, 422-1783 
BARODA'S ONLY DOWNTOWN SUPERMARKET •

PRICES GOOD THRU 
March 21,1984 

FROM THE DELI Wl

L*

i*79*potato salad

4 PC. CHKKBI

Bloe Bonet
Margarine

Slicks

• Sales
• Repairs
• Parts

Nff&CHEDDAR $179
Oa Mh Bm (Hd « C«M)) g $200|

(^Nickles 
Old Fashion

White Bread
3/$l°9

. MHMY , 
^.lownKL^

Brunke Heating & 
Plumbing

Hoars: 1946 First SIthI, Baroda

Moe-Fri 8-5; Sat 8-Hou 422-2375

COME JOIN US FOR 
AGRICULTURE DAY IN BARODA!

4r I* OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Mor - Thors 9 an to 9 pm; 

hi - Sat 9 in to II pm; Su 9 am to 7 m
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Want to join
Farm women

By Judy Diehl

Throughout Berrien County, 
the state and the nation there is 
a special soronty of women, an 
exclusive group with tough 
standards for admission and 
a dedication to the “cause” 
that is as sincere as dedication 
to the American flag

They are farm women They 
are wives, mothers, daughters, 
sisters and widows committed 
to making a tangible contribu­
tion to the art of raising 
animals, growing crops and 
achieving personal satisfaction 
in a job well done

It has been estimated that a 
farm woman’s worth in dollars 
and cents (if the work would be 
done by hired hands) as 
$25,000-plus. And that’s a 
bargain when you stop to think 
she is a busmess partner, 
household manager, advertis­
ing executive, truck driver, 
go-fer, medical expert and 
prayer of prayers.

Over the years she’s learned 
(hat “fast food” doesn’t come 
from that chain restaurant 
with the dnve-up window — it 
comes out of the refrigerator, 
onto the stove and to the table 
in nothing flat, is nourishing, 
wholesome and of a quality like 
“my mother used to make ”

When one of her youngsters- 
asks “Mom, what are the four 
seasons’” just momentarily 
she thinks “Plowing, planting, 
picking and pruning

AG 
WEEK 
SPECIAL

Biscuits & Gravy
JFith Best Coffee In Town

Tio’s Restaurant 
Downtown Baroda

Open Daily 5:30 am-2 pin; Sat 7 am-1 pm,- Closed Sun

them mto bloom
“Branches of most flowering 

trees that are brought indoors 
after Jan, 1 will blossom' well 
ahead of their normal time to 

__flower,' ’ says Lee Taylor, 
Michigan State University 
Cooperative Extension Service

Saluting Agriculture Day m

37.88
Folding Stairway.
Completely assembled 
l djy to install
Opening SIim 22l/2"x54"«
23 1/2" >54", To)Q¥’er 120”
Calling Haight
183 735/ 22‘/»<54x10St 1 6)

Saule Kn4* March 31,1934

Baroda Lumber Co.
Phene 432*1144 Heurm Mon-Drl 3^ Put 3-1

She knows that “first outthereinlhatbarn-there-’
cutting” refers to the hay crop 
and not a hair cut The farm 
woman knows that "drills” 
plant oats and “planters” don’t 
just hold flowers but plant 
com She knows that a “drag” 
isn’t something boring, it’s an 
expensive piece of equipment 
used to level the soil

Her new vocabulary includes 
embryo transplants, ridge-till 
and no-till A “Jane Fonda 
workout” to a farm woman is 
throwing bales of hay, carrying 
feed sacks of fertilizer into the 
garage and cleaning the bam 
Now there’s another key 
phrase, “cleaning the bam ” 
City folks might envision dust 
rags, furniture polish and a 
vacuum cleaner — but the 
farm woman knows it requires 
pitch forks, push brooms, a 
garden hose and an industrial 
strength stomach

The farm woman knows that 
pigs are more agile than 
Houdini, more aromatic than a 
bushel of shunks and shppener 
than an eel

For the farm woman, the 
average work day begins about 
4 30 a in and comes to an end 
sometime around midnight 
during the crucial planting or 
harvesting days

She knows when her husband 
comes running mto the house 
shouting “Dolly’s freshened, 
Dolly’s freshened!” he’s not 
talking about Dolly Parton 
The farm woman knows that 

brand new calf, its coat still 
wet and shiny and a prqud new 
momma Dolly licking and 
nudging the wobbly insecure 
calf to its feet.

What keeps the farm woman 
there’ It is mink coats, 
fabulous vacation trips and 
jewels’ Not really

It’s watching a flambouyant 
sunset and thanking God the ■ 
hay is in — before “the 
thunderstorm ..

It’s that jiewbom calf Now 
there’s ^beautiful fur coat

It’s a trip to a farm show in a 
pickup truck because she 
knows the importance of 
keeping up-to-date with 
current farm topics, ideas and 
equipment.

—If s -apple-blossoms in the 
spring tune, that fast handful 
of red raspberries, and a bite of 
tomato wanned by the sun

And as for jewels .what’s 
more beautiful than peach 
buds, the morning after a 
killing frost, secure, 
undamaged and begging for 
springtime’

The contribution the farm 
woman makes has a marked 
effect on many people — the 
wholesale produce dealer, the 
grocer and consumer, to name 
just a few She is probably one 
of the few truly liberated 
women able to plant a seed, 
nurture it, harvest it, preserve 
it and later take that product 
and use it to prepare a meal 
And she certainly does her own 
thing by choice Her job has a 
future — it’s everybody’s 
future

Force tree for early blossoms
EAST LANSING - Home­

owners can enjoy the effects of 
spring a little earher than 
normal if they’ll bring dip­
pings from ornamental trees

&

horticulture specialist “These 
include pussywillows, 
forsythia, quince, maples and 
most fruit trees ”

The closer it is to the normal

buds will begin to flower 
Though normal indoor 
temperatures will cause 
branch cuttings to bloom more 
quickly, the blossoms will fall 
sooner than if the cuttings were 
forced at temperatures below 
60 degrees. Taylor suggests 
that the cuttings be kept in the 
basement or similarly copl 
location

To force blossoms, choose 
branches to 3 fe6t long that 
have budded Flower buds are

Portable Security/Patio Light automat i 
pally turns on at dusk, oil at dawn Energy 
saving fluorescent bulb lasts up to 10,000. 
hours Protection for yard, porch and patio 
all night 501 666/SL9tb n

mNINIIIIII^^
We’re %T 

t for service

John Bean Visuallne Wheel AUgnment 
Computerized Wheel Balancing ■

Automobile & Track Rustprooflng

- 20 Years Rustprooflng Experience -

• TUNE UPS
• BRAKE WORK

ATLAS AND
COOPER TIRES • CARBURETOR REPAIR |

• ^esaui STANDARD ,
3 service:

FIRST STREET, BARODA - 422-1674 

“ Dally: 8:M am-6:00 pm—Saturday-8:M am-4:M pm । 
CLOSED SUNDAY

Mark Krieger, warehouse manager at Krieger’s Wholesale 
Nurseries, and Lamarr Trapp, production manager display 
“graded” plants in the nursery cold storage Behind them are 
skids of graded plants which are ready for shipment Krieger’s is 
a wholesale nursery About 83 percent of its stock is shipped to 
mail order nurseries* and the other 15 percent goes to garden 
centers There are about 20 employees who work at the nursery 
The nursery stock is grown on about 150 acres in the 
Bridgman-Baroda area

larger than leaf buds, Taylor 
notes Branches taken from the 
side of the tree or bush exposed 
to die most sunlight will have 
the larger buds

Branches cut on a diagonal 
will take up water better Place 
the cuttings in a bucket of 
lukewarm water and put them 
in a cool location Occasional 
misting will help the buds to 
open When the color of the 
flowers begins to show, select 
cuttings from the branches to 
accent household plants or use 
the cuttings as a bouquet

Flowers will last longer if 
they’re displayed in a cool 
location, such as on a window 
sill
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CELEBRATE IN BARODA AGRICULTURE DAY 
March 20 /10 am - 6 pm

This spray rig features effect” whicha “spider web

For the small farmer the latest piece of equipment is this Kubota tractor with snow thrower 
attachment Now in this case “small” would identify the weekend farmer with a large lawn and a 
good-sized garden The Kubota line is a new addition at HFS Tractor in Baroda. Hie diesel powered 
tractors range in size from 10-horse to over 80-horse, according to Widdis. Cleated tires or lawn-type 
tires are available and the units are available in either four-wheel drive or conventional two-wheel 
drive. (LCC staff photo)

Five million tons of sugar are consumed in the U.S. every year. Each person, on average, 
eats his weight in sugar annually.

<91=
Yay f according to Bob Widdis of HFS Tractor in Baroda is effective in 

providing a controlled droplet application of sprays. Hie sprayer 
is manufactured by Hard! of London, Ontario, Canada. Widdis 
and partner Larry Klug attended a two-day equipment show in 
Canada early in March. (LCC staff photo)

Agriculture Week agriculture
—— — — uaHBTBISpecials RmeRlCR'S HRRRTBERT

AGRICULTURE DAY MARCH 20,1984

Garden Hoe

factor & 
•nplemerit 
enamel

6©o
ASSORTED NUTS 

BOLTS, & FLAT 
WASHERS

Per Pound

Rubber Tar pFas tenors

Holds down securely with uniform tension 3"' metal hooks 
-attactrandxletachquickly-Made-of-rubberwhiGt'Hespecially 
compounded for maximum sun and weather resistance

59« 10 *109

Shop
Baroda 

• Fast Service 
• Easy Parking - 

Close to Door 
• No Check Out Lines 
• Service After the Sale 
• Very Competitive Prices 
• Hometown Courtesy 

and Service

Implement 
& Tractor 
Enamels

Quart Gallon’549 «15"
For full size and 

Mini pickups

$3995

Delia's Dawn
Tool Box

HEAVY DUTY DOUBLE ACTION
(1) Multi-Pressure 

Cylinders
2500 p s 1 working pressure and 4000 p s < surge pressure 
allows these cylinders to be used Interchangeably on any 
tractor new or old high or low pressure without loss of 
efficiency or damage to the hydraulic system However low 
pump pressures mean less lift force Fits all Implements 
calling for ASAE stroke cylinders Has threaded and 

“TenrovaWTOd clevis

No. 6501-017 $£495

- NOW AVAILABLE - 
1984 Central Tractor 

Farm & Family Center 
Catalogs

Prices good through 
March 31, 1964

HFS. TRACTOR 
Sales and Service 
‘’Hometown Courtesy & Service” 

¥4 mile north of Baroda 
on Stevensville-Baroda Rood

AOUidlMHorof

^FAMILY

Monday thru Saturday 8*6 

Phone 422-1753
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■ AGRICULTURE DAY

March 20, 1984
10 A.M. to 6 P.M.
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(T) Auction of Services, Treasures 4 Hog 
3 P.M. - Candle Carpet Bldg.3 P.M.

(?) Baroda Queen Bake Sale - Ott Building

(3) Baroda Queen Bake Sale - Hardings

Drafts on - Old-Mill

(T) Drawing of the Green by Miss Baroda - ICB

@ FFA Display - Fastback Building

® Farm Toy Display - Baroda TV & Appliance

(1?) Information Center - Ott Building

(H) Machinery Display - Triangle at Hills Rd.

(12) Petting Zoo - Behind Fastback

(~) Poster Contest - displayed through town

(14) Quilt Display - Ott Building

® Soil Conservation Display - Fastback Bldg.

® Store Front Decorations by High Schoo!
Art Departments

(8) 4-H Display - Fastback Building

. (V) Hog Weight Guessing Contest - 50i per 
guess at petting zoo, until 3 P.M.

@ Taste of Agriculture 10 to 6 at Old Twp. 
Hall - sold for price received by farmer

CUSTOM LATHE WORK

Colonial Die Corp.

Map courtesy of:
Bill's Tap & Restaurant 

Harding's Friendly Market 
Insulation Consultants & 

Management Services, Inc.
Luigis Pizza

ihier-citybahk

TIGMASTER CO.

/ CELEBRATION SPONSORED BY 
BARODA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
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arden hints

Project to minimize egg loss
EAST LANSING A

The chickens held by Christy and Marla Braje and Chandra Diehl are raised by Charles and 
Bonnie Braje, Elm Valley Road, Galien. A pair of market chickens exhibited by Marla last year at 
the Berrien County Youth Fair won the Grand Champion honors in the class. (LCC staff,photos)

—Use lindane, malathion or 
diazinon at or before bud break 
to control spruce gall aphids on 
spruce trees An alternative to 
spraying is to prune, and 
destroy the green, pineapple­
shaped swellings at the branch 
tips in late June Removing 
brown galls may improve the 
plant’s looks, but these galls 
contain no insects

—Use the vacuums weeper to 
control elm leaf beetles, 
boxelder bugs and cluster flies 
that stray mto living areas 
Though harmless, these ihse^ts 
may become pesky if present 
in large numbers Try to 
gather up any ladybird beetles 
you find and release them 
outdoors. They’re on your side 
Ui the war against aphids

DO YOUR GARDEN 
A GOOD TURN.

F200

• Honda quality throughout
Rugged, dependable Honda 2 OHP 

4-stroke engine has enough powerto 
_easily turn over hard soil

• Honda Automatic Decompression easy 
------- staitsystemmakes^ngine-starting- 

quick and reliable
•An oversized muffler greatly 

reduces noise level
> Light and compact for easy 
maneuverability

ms a.HONDA
$135,000 project at Michigan 
State University may minimize 
egg production loss, the No 1 
problem in „ Michigan’s 
commercial egg industry.

“From 6 to 8 percent of the 
eggs produced are broken or 
cracked between the time eggs 
are laid until they are put in a 
carton," says Cal Flegal, MSU 
Cooperative Extension Service 
poultry specialist

He says that producers could 
gam from $5,000 to $10,000 in 
income per 100,000 birds if they 
could reduce losses stemming 
from breakage or inferior 
quality

Michigan’s commercial 
poultry industry produces 
about 1.5 billion eggs from

more than 6 million layers 
annually. Egg production in 
Michigan is valued at more 
than $63,540,000

The five-year project at_MSU 
was begun in October 1963 and 
is being conducted at the MSU 
Poultry Research Center It is 
being funded by the MSU 
Agricultural Experiment 
Station and Michigan's com­
mercial poultry industry.,

More than 8,600 layers are 
equally divided into two 
chambers. Half the flock is 
being fed a diet that includes 
calcium carbinate, and the 
other a -diet containing both 
calcium carbinate and oyster 
shell

One aim of the project is to 
determine if egg shell

toughness is related to layer 
diet Researchers are also 
looking for other contributing 
factors, such as disease, 
environmental stress and 
husbandry practices.

“Eggshell breakage is 
simultaneously related to the 
strength of the shell and the 
magnitude of the abuses to 
which the eggs are subjected," 
Flegalsays.

WAGGONER’S 
TRACTOR BARN

1317 WOODWARD AVE - SOUTH BEND 
- 234-1M3 |

or optimum performance iod ialety we recommend that you reed the ownetW 
manuAlbeforeoperailngtheunrt C1983 American Honda Moic*Ca,Inc |

HONDA
Power 
Equipment

See Us For Your
Spring Planting Needs

GRAIN 
BUYING 

Custom 
Hilled, 
or 
Brokered

LIME • FERTILIZER • CHEMICALS 
• 28% LIQUID NITROGEN •

-DRIVEWAY STONE-

SEIFERTS
FARM SUPPLY
Ken Seifert Owner/Three Oaks

1/756-9592 or 1/756-9210

Michigan Live Stock Exchange 
SALUTES All The Farmers 

in the Berrien County Areal!

Daily Market
Located 3 mile* east of Cassopolis on M-60 
“Early Bird” your hog* by 1 ;00 P.M. today 

Deliver in yards before 9:00 A.M. weekday*

P.O. Box 215 
Cassopolhr Michigan 

Office Phone 
Vandalia 476-9751

Roger Westphal, Mgr. 
Res. Phone: 782-2378 

Gene Ellis, Mgr.
Cassopolis 445-3025

IWncK wtlwwn. MH <iMMi616-279-5271

Our sales representative can show vou signed

Energy Performer “Shops
Oil season maintenance Is a very necessary part 

ol the farming business But this maintenance 
can be hampered by inefficient work areasand 

space limitations To make the most of your 
valuable off season time, contacrMorton

Buildings about an Energy Performer’ shop The 
Energy Performer” will give you ample work area 

that Is easily heated, well lighted and easily 
maintained for your winter repair work with 

energy efficiency you can count on

testimonials from satisfied Energy Perlormer 
owners, with details of their energy savings 
They are impressed, as you will be with our 
quality materlais, excellent workmanship and 
unique enargsrefflclancy ~
Call Morion Buildings loday and ask to tour 
Energy Performed" shops In your area Visit with 
owners to hear the advantages ol owning a Morton 
Buildings Energy Performer" shop Morton 
Buildings can make your off Season worh more 
product! and comfortable Callorwrltetodayll

MORTON BUILDINGS
Call of wrtM today to arrango to a** and hoar mote 
raaaoM why you thould own a Morton BuMdlnu

MORTON BUILDINGS, INC
P.O. Box 326

Junction U.S. 131 & in 60
Throe Mors, Ml 49093

rtf mftffMtkx'i, mN MN frM

800/447-7436
W2m411
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Gardeners can also take
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Garden can get underway

EAST LANSING—For some 
gardeners, Memorial Day 
marks the beginning of the 
gardening season Others know 
that waiting until late May to 
plant means missing out on a 
good two months of gardening

Lee Taylor, extension horti­
culture specialist at Michigan 
State University, says some 
cool weather crops can be 
planted as soon as the frost is 
out of the ground — and they’ll 
do much better then than if 
they’re planted after the 
weather warms up

Crops for the early garden 
mclude lettuce, spinach, beets, 
carrots, onions and peas All 
these crops grow best in cool 
weather and have some degree 
of frost resistance

Warming the soil will help 
speed germination, Taylor 
noted Two ways to do this are 
to spread a thin layer of black 
muck on the early garden and 
to cover a section of the garden 
with black plastic Because the 
muck and the plastic are dark 
colored, they will absorb the 
sun’s warming rays faster than 
light-colored soil.

Beginning 
Beekeepers!

Place your orders for Spring 
Package Bees
3 lb. with Queen »28so

—Full Line Of Beekeeping Supplies —

Bridgman Beekeepers
Supply Co. 465-5714

4491 Lake Street, Bridgman 
Mon-Fri 10-6; Sat 8-2; Closed Sunday

PIONEER
CHAIN SAWS

1074 SH
____ RUGGED, „ 

DEPENDABLET
I 4

A layer of organic mulch on 
the soil surface will slow soil 
warmup, Taylor noted To get 
an early start may mean 
removing or plowing down 
winter mulches.

Another wayaroundeold soil 
germination problems is to 
germinate seeds before you 
plant them Seeds generally 
need warmer temperatures for 
germination than for growth, 
Taylor explained If you 
germinate seeds and then plant advantage of natural micro- 
them,they will take right off in donates around the home/
soil that would have been too 
cold for them to germinate in

Though available are seed 
germinating kits thatIncludea" 
gel for germinating and 
handling seeds, home 
gardeners can make do with a 
moist paper towel and a plastic 
bag in a warm location — on 
top of the refrigerator, for 
example Most seeds will 
germinate in a few days

It’s important, Taylor said, 
to check the seeds daily so they 
can be planted before the first 
root gets very long The longer 
the root, the more likely it is to 
get caught in the paper towel

and broken off before the seed 
can be planted.

Another tactic for extending i 
the gardening season at the 
beginning is to use tents of • 
paper or plastic, plastic milk 
jugs or sheet plastic stretched • 
over wire hoops to create 
num-greenhouses to trap and1 
hold the sun’s heat over freshly 
seeded rows and young plants '

Taylor suggested A protected 
spot by thejiouse, especially 

. one with a southern exposure, 
will warm up much quicker 
than the mam garden out in the 

PIK ground could
open Early crops could go into I | I I '------------ ------ II-
thiscorner । hold pest problems

Leaning an old storm window 1 ■
against the house, or stretching 
plastic over a wooden frame 
and placing it over the plants, \ 
can turn the protected corner 
Into a makeshift coldframe 
One-fourth meh of muck or 
buckwheat hulls spread on the 
soil will help it take up the 
sun’s warmth

Trying to extend the season 
in the spring rather than in the 
fall makes sense for several 
reasons, Taylor noted. First of 
all, it’s easier to warm the soil 
in a small area and protect a 
few cool weather crops in the 
sprmg than to try to shield vast 
areas of tender crops in the' 
fall Gardening enthusiasm is 
likely to be running a little 
higher in the spring, too, 
making gardeners more 
willing to exert extra effort to 
get the garden going (By 
fall, they might be eager, 
for frost!) And the spring 
weather is so well suited for 
growing cool weather crops 
that it’s simply a shame to 
waste it 

“¥ou-can—also-plant—cool—soybeanfields4hathadaheavy
weather crops in midsummer 
to harvest in the fall/’ Taylor 
noted “But it’s easy fof those 
plantings to get neglected in 
the rush to handle the warm 
weather produce that starts to 
roll in in July and August”’

* > X * <
. tai',

One of the representatives of an agricultural product 
manufacturer shows his wares at the Buchanan Co-op’s open 
house (BCR staff photo)

* EAST LANSING — Land insecticide when planting corn,
that was in the payment-in- 
kind (PIK) program could 
harbor serious insect 
problems

“Any tune that a'change m 
cultural practices occurs, we 
can expect a change in insect 
problems,” says Bob Ruppel, 
Michigan State University 
Cooperative Extension Service 
entomologist, “Because this is 
the first tune that we have had 
widespread cropland in fallow, • 
some unforeseen problems 
could develop ”

The PIK acreage was 
handled in several ways Two 
of the most common were 
either to plowdown an existing 
crop or to simply let the fields 
produce a heavy growth of 
grass weeds. A result of both 
these practices is large 
quantities of decayed material 
m the soil This material is 
especially attractive to insects

“The seedcorn maggot is the 
pest that could cause the most 
damage, especially in corn and 

plow-down,” Ruppel says
The only way to combat the 

seedcorn maggot is to prevent 
it from entering seeds Ruppel 
suggests using insecticide as a 
seed treatment or as a planter 
box treatment, or using a soil 

beans or soybeans in PIK-fal- 
lowed fields

PIK fields with heavy grass 
weedsTnayposea special 
problem for corn Stalk borers, 
bdlbugs and armyworms are 
corn pests that are closely 
associated with grasses

“The stalk borer is of special 
concern here, because it has 
been increasing in recent 
years,” Ruppel says “If 
they’ve had grass in their 
fields, farmers should be 
looking for caterpillars at the 
crown or whorls of the corn 
plants. Spray insecticides can 
be effective if these pests are 
detected before the corn is too 
tall to spray ”

The billbug and the 
armyworm also feed on 
grasses and then move into 
corn To detect the billbug, look 
for a parallel row of small 
holes across the leaves of the 
young plants The armyworm, 
which feeds from the margins 
of the leaves, will leave 

-greemsh-droppings-under—the- 
plant. Farmers should look for 
these starting the second week 
of June and into July. Here 
again, Ruppel suggests early 
detection and the use of 

to prevent cropinsecticide 
damage

Sr
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■ 1074SH 3.P’(51 cc)
■ Only 4.95 kg <10.9 Ib) (less attach.)
■ Supplied with 14” bar

I ■ Designed with large air filtering capacity.

Gjambles 
266 E. FRONT, BUCHANAN 

695-^891

"BIG RED"
HARBOR HONDA
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frost is out of the soil but before

your area Start melons and contact with the soil.

tM

as

Nothing announce the arrival of spring better than a brand new calf. Nine of these four-week 
old calves share the same genetic parents but were carried to term by a surrogate mother. The 
calves are pure-bred Simnietal and the surrogate mothers are Holsteins. The embryo transplant 
project has been undertaken by brothers Mark and John Krieger of Bridgman, who made an honest 
effort at rounding up the unwilling photo subjects. (LCC staff photo)

University Extension 
specialists suggest the follow­
ing tasks are timely this 
month*

EAST LANSING — April cucumbers four weeks before 
heralds the beginning of the the frost-free date Sow seeds 
outdoor gardening season in in individual peat pellets or 
Michigan. Michigan State pots so you don’t have to

—Prepare flower and 
vegetable gardens for planting ’ 
as soon as the soil is dry enough 
to work (If you squeeze a 
handful of soil and it crumbles 
apart when you release it, it’s 
dry enough to work If it forms 
a muddy ball, it’s still too wet) 
Spade or till in organic matter, 
fertilizer and lime, if recom­
mended by a soil test

—Sow seeds of cool-weather 
crops this month These 
include beets, turnips, carrots, 
Swiss chard, onions, radishes, 
spinach, lettuce and peas. 
Plant seed potatoes for early 
potatoes, and transplants of 
broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage, 
Brussels sprouts and kohlrabi 
Or plant seeds of these crops 
outdoors to transplant later

—Plant* Jerusalem 
artichokes, rhubarb and 
asparagus.

__ 2~Sow seeds of tomatoes. _ 
eggplaht and peppers indoors 
six to eight weeks before the

disturb the plants’ roots at 
planting tune

—Plant strawberries, 
grapes, raspberries and fruit 
trees

—Fertilize brambles, 
’ currants and gooseberries 

Hold off fertilizing straw­
berries until after harvest

—Apply herbicides to 
raspberry plantings

—Begin an insect and 
disease control program fop 
fruit frees as soon as they 
resume growing

—Hold off fertilizing lawns 
until May or even early June 
MSU research has shown a 
connection between the flush of 
growth that occurs after early 
spring nitrogen application, 
poor root development and the 
development of - Fusarium 
blightm susceptible bluegrass 
varieties, To promote good root 
development, plan on applying 
nitrogen in the fall, rather than 
in the spring

—Roll only lawns that have 
been severely frost heaved or

the lawn dries out completely 
average date of the last frost in to put the grass crowns back in

- 105 S. Kephart 
m Berrien Springs 
£ 471-7711
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Garden

hints
—Discourage swarming 

winged ants from nesting in or 
hear basement or foundation 
walls by spraying the founda­
tion andany ant nests you find 
with diazinon after tempera­
tures exceed 60 degrees F.

—As soon as the lawn is dry 
enough to mow, remove old dry 
grass blades by mowing to a 
height of 1 inch. Begin mowing 
regularly to a height of 1% to 2 
inches When the grass turns 
green and begins to grow 
again

—Prevent a retorn of last , 
year’s crabgrass problems by

forsythia blooms
—If you know blufegra»s 

billbugs were a problem in 
your lawn last yeaf, apply 
granular diazinon- or liquid 
Sevin late this month to control 
them.
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When you’re in need of agricultural financing, 
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Family continues its

long farming tradition
By Judy Diehl

BRIDGMAN — The weather 
is the farmer’s biggest gamble, 
according to Lee and Ruth 
Shuler, who dairy farm with 
Lee’s father, Wade, and Uncle
Ward For the dairy farmer, 
it’s a double gamble — will he 
have enough heifer calves and 
enough feed to carry the farm 
through the winter.

Lee and Ruth bought their 
farm on Date Road in 1964 For 
the Shulers this is a third 
generation operation because 
Lee’s grandfatheralso farmed 
Altogether the three Shulers 
farm 369 acres

Their farm is mainly a dairy 
operation with some gram — 
mostly corn About 90 percent 
of the corn producbon goes , 
back to the cattle. Wheat and 
oats are planted but just for the 
straw used for bedding in the 
barns

Right now the Shulers are 
milking 48 cows. In all, there 
are about 110 head of cattle 
including the young ones

Basically it’s a family 
operation Lee’s cousin Bill
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helps with the farm work and 
of course, the wives and kids 
pitch in too. Almost all the 
milking is done by the Shuler 

_ men but when they get ma bind
the women do help out with the 
milking, Ruth added

Each milking takes about an 
hour and a half The first 
milking gets underway about 
6.15 or 6 30 am and the 
evening milking starts about 
5:30 or 6 p m. It takes another 
two hours to clean the bam, 
bring hay from one bam to 
another and to water the 
calves

The cows are all m 
stanchions so the Shulers 
carry the milkers from cpw to 
cow. It usually takes two men 
with five milkers to get the job 
done, The milk is then carried 
by a hose to the 1,000 gallon 
bulk milk tank where it is 
cooled and waits for transport 
to the Schinkle Dairy in 
Huntington, Ind

about an hour to gnnd two tons 
of feed, where a trip to the mill 
would take about a half day

The Shuler farm belongs to 
the Dairy Herd Improvement 

, Association (DHIA), an 
organization which monitorsTo help cut down on one time 

consuming chore, the Shulers 
run a portable grinder which and tests dairy herds Through

- -- - the testing procedure DHIA isgrinds the corn into feed for the 
animals It takes the machine able to determine the amount /

Lee Shuler posed withsonAllenrdaughterKarenandwife Ruth. A-«econd.d»ughtw, Elaine
was at volleyball. (LCC staff photo)

. of milk each cow produces per 
month, giving the dairy farmer 
a record for each cow, which 
increases the dollar value of 
the cow The system also lets 
the farmer pick out his good 
cows and cull the ones that 
aren’t meetmg standards.

Dairy farmers also face the 
problem of having replace­
ments available for cows being 
culled from the herd.

The Shulers keep dll heifer 
calves „ produced by their " 
registered Holstein herd, 
always gambling that there 
will be enough replacements 
According to Lee, they have 
been lucky and haven’t had to 
buy any replacement heifers in 
several years The bull calves 
are usually sold at' auction 
when they-are about a week 
old Breeding on the Shuler 
farm is through artificial 
insemination.

Years ago the Shulers had a 
mixed herd, But the Holstein 
production was so much better, 
Lee added. Right new he 
estimates there are very few 
Guernsey herds left in the 
county.

For local farmers expenenc- 
ing a shortage of corn for feed - 
or a shortage of hay, the only 
solution is to buy from another 
farmer who has a surplus or 
have it trucked in from another 
area Hog farmers this year 
are having corn trucked in 
from Chicago, according to 
Lee. -

Last year’s corn crop was 
nothing to brag about either" In 
1982,17 acres produced enough 
com for cattle feed but in 1983 
it took 52 acres to produce the 
same amount of com A year 
ago the stalks were ten feet tall 
and last year it was only five 
feet tall, they said Even an 
inch of ram last year at 
pollination tune would have 
made all the difference, Ruth 
added

The Shulers don’t irrigate 
their crops But Lee said he 
wished he had a nice pond or 
creek for that purpose

For the gram farmer predict­
ing prices is impossible “If the 
gram farmer plants a lot of 
gram and the price goes down, 
sooner or later he’s got to sell it 
because his money is tied up in 
the crop

“Actually the gram fanner _ 
has more uncertainty than the 
dairy farmer,” Ruth said, “we 
do sell a little bit of com and 
that’s where our big uncer­
tainty is.”

“Right now the pnee of com 
goes up and down in one day as 
much as it used to in a year,” 
Lee added

About three-fourths of 
today’s farmers hold down a 
regular job in addition to the 
farm work. And according to 
Lee the grain farmer almost 
hds to do it that way.

Lee believes In the value of 
an ag education. For young 
people looking to farming for a 
career, he said, itwouldn’thurt 
them a bit

“If you’re not going to be 
good at it you might as well get 
out,” he said, “being marginal 
doesn’t work.”

Shuler said he took short 
courses in general agriculture 
at Michigan State University, 
covering everything from 
welding to electrical repairs, 
making it possible for him to 
repair most of the farm 
equipment and often making 
parts to fit the immediate need

Lee and Ruth also see 
computers as an important 
thing in the farmer’s future.

“A lot of fanners are going to 
the computer,” he said. 
"They’re making them better 
all the time. It would be nice to 
connect to the computer at 
Michigan State.”

Turn to pg. 19
4
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Most small-timefarmers 
make money elsewhere

EAST LANSING — Almost and slightly over 1 percent of 
all operators of small farms them have mor* than i,mq
must derive most of their 
mcome from nonfarm jobs, 
according to data just 
compiled at Michigan State 
University

’‘More‘than 60 percent of 
farmers with small farms — 
under 100 acres — worked 
more than 200 days off the farm 
in 1978,” says Kari Wright, 
MSU agricultural economics 
professor emeritus “Small 
farmers had around a $600 net 
from farming in 1978 but about 
$17,900 in off-farm mcome, for 
a total income of $18,500 
Operators of medium and large 
farms receive a . significantly 
sn aller proportion" of tljeir 
overall income from off-farm 
work ”

, More than half the farms in 
Michigan are siriall Medium 
farms —100 acres to 499 acres 
— make up 42 perceht of 
agricultural operations in 
Michigan. About 5 percent of 
the farmshave 500 to 999 acres,

acres under tillage
“The size of a farm has a 

direct relationship to the 
farm’s characteristics,” 
Wright says “For example, 
enlarging the farm is 
frequently done by renting 
additional land Nearly 90 
percent of those operating 
farms ofl,000 acres and more 
rent some land "

Kmdsof crops grown and the 
diversity of crop and livestock 
production are also related to 
farm size. Small farms tend to 
concentrate on more intensive 
crops, such as fruit and 
vegetables The medium and 
large farms generally produce 
cash-grain, crops, daily and 
livestock
-The- percentage—ofmdivu 
duals as operators declines as 
the farm, gets larger Partner­
ships become more common 
when the farms are at least 
medium sized, and corpora­
tions when farms get larger 
still, Wnght says
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Terry Vitek and Robert Zebell, both seniors at River Valley High School, are active in the 
vocational agriculture program. Here they show a display board titled “Safety Counts . Save 
Lives.’’ This type of educational display is just one of the many ways the ag program stimulates 
thinking and learning. (LCC staff photo)

Shulers (cpnt.)
Both Lee and Ruth enjoy the 

farm life. Ruth was no. 
newcomer to farming. She was 
raised on a fruit and vegetable 
farm near Sodus, where the 
farm work started with 
asparagus in the spring and 
wrapped up with grapes in the 
fall Her whole family would1 
pitch in and pick and pack the 
fruits and vegetables as they 
came in season

“If we had a day off at home, 
it still wasn’t a real day off 
because then we’d go help our 
grandparents,” Ruth added

With dairy farming the mam 
difference is the work’s never 
finished. Firstyou’ve got to get 
the crops in and then you’re 
still not finished because of the 
twice daily milkings, she said

The Shulers have three 
Children, Karen, 17, Elame, 14, 
and Allen, 6. All three are 
students at Bndgman Public 
SchooETSo far though, Allen is 
the only one interested in
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Legislation could hurt 
new farmers' chances

Lansing — Legislation Stock and used farm equip- 
------------------- ment~ Used equiprn 

the oqly way a beginning
presently before congress 
would seriously hamper the 
Michigan Family Farm 
Development Authority 
program by putting severe 
restrictions on the use of 
industrial development type 
bonds which make the low 
interest loans to beginning 
farmers possible, according to 
Michigan Farm Bureau 
legislative counsel Robert E 
Smith

“The congressional bill 
(H R 4170) would restrict 
beginning farmers who own 
land from qualifying for a 
loan,” Smith said “It would 
also eliminate the use of bonds 
for the purchase of breeding

farmer can start a busmess If 
the bill passes, it will be 
retroactive to Jan 1 It is 
estimated that 35 percent of 
those buying land and 55 
percent of those needing 
breeding stock and equipment 
could no longer qualify for the 
Michigan beginning farmer 
loan program ”

Smith said that Michigan 
Farm bureau is strongly 
opposed- to the proposed 
legislation and has com­
municated that opposition to 
Michigan’s congressional dele­
gation

—Maple and oak trees whose 
leaves turned yellow between 
green veins last year were 
suffering from nutritional 
deficiencies that can be 
corrected now Maple trees

need manganese, oak trees 
need iron. Your local nursery ' 
operator, arbonst or garden 
center proprietor can tell you 
what products to use and how • 
to use them •

This is one of two steers that are somewhat large for family pets. They/ belong to the Wes 
Sinners of Glendora. The two animals have pretty predictable futures—they are nicknamed “Steak” 
and “Roast.” Pictured above with one of the steers are the Sinners’ daughters, Connie, a sixth grader 
at Trinity Lutheran School in Sawyer, and Kelley, a sophomore at River Valley. (LCC staff photo)
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