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A Salute

TO THE

LOYAL ORDER OF

MOOSE
Buchanan Lodge No. 449

BUCHANAN LODGE NO. 449

With the opening of its 
beautiful new lodge home, 
Loyal Order of Moose Lodge 
449 has become a major 
investor in the community of 
Buchanan The new home not 
only is an asthetic 
improvement, it represents 
confidence of local Moose 
members in themselves, the 
lodge and the community

The new lodge was purchased 
and remodeled at a cost of 
approximately $100,000 Cost 
of the building housing the 
Robert F Habicht Ford Agency 
and the land was $40,000 and 
remodeling added another 
$60,000.

Upon entering the spacious 
new quarters, members and 
guests find themselves in a 
modern cocktail lounge with 
ample seating for 40 persons.To 

the right, in the former new car 
showroom, is a lounge with 
seating capacity for another 40 
persons The converted auto 
service area provides meeting 
and banquet facilities for all 
lodge functions, with a seating 
capacity of approximately 250 
persons.

Throughout the new lodge 
visitors will find nch walnut 
paneling, modern lighting from 
suspended acoustical ceiling, 
and carpeting in both lounges 
and part of the meeting room 
The lounges are complemented 
with walnut tables and 
matching chans

In addition, the lodge is 
equipped With a modern 
kitchen, powder room for the 
ladies, ' complete air

Front Street et Redbud Trail

conditioning and is electrically 
heated.

Members of Lodge 449 plan 
to finance the ambitious project 
through the sale of then former 
quarters, from savings accounts 
and a loan. The loan is to be 
paid off by funds raised 
through regular weekly dinners 
and other club activities

Heading up planning for the 
new lodge was the building 
committee, consisting of Frank 
Poorman, Robert Barnhart, 
Zelmer Warren, Robert Dill, 
Dale Proud, Joe Coffel and 
George Nespital,

Samson Builders was the 
general contractor, with Bowers 
Electric, Banke Plumbing and 
Heating and Perficold as 
subcontractors.

This picture, used in conjunction With nine o’clock ,
ceremonies in lodges throughout the Moose Domain, is i
symbolic of the children at Mooseheart saying their prayers 
before retiring for the night.



The Moose Fraternity
The Loyal Order of Moose 

egan on a spring day in 1888 
i Louisville, Ky., apparently 
>r no more reason than Dr 
>hn Henry Wilson, a 52 - year - 
Id physician, wanted to 
rgamze a group of his friends 
ito a fraternal order Wilson 
as a devoted member of one 
atemal order and had viewed 
ith interest the organization 
f another recently organized 
enevolent order
This latter group had 

'introduced into fraternahsm 
ie long - absent spirit of play 
nd had given it a cachet that it 
ever had before While he was 
evoted to the one, Wilson also 
ked what he had seen of the 
ew It was his idea in 
rgamzing the Moose to create 

fratermty which would 
smbine the features he liked 
est in both
For a while the fratermty 

rospered and member lodges 
r adjoining states of Illinois 
ad Indiana were established 
ut the attributes of this young 
atermty were not enough to 
urture its growth and it did

not have the leadership which 
would have added the necessary 
“Know How” to' make it 
prosper The Order began to 
fade until, in 1906, there were 
only three lodges with a total 
membership of 246

Then a “dreamer” James J 
Davis, an iron puddler from the 
blast furnaces of Pennsylvania 
and Indiana, was introduced to 
the fratermty He immediately 
saw the possibilities of building 
this crumbling structure by 
adding something that would be 
an incentive for the working 
men to join

He conceived the idea of 
Mooseheart, a “Child City” 
where the sons and daughters of 
deceased members might be 
cared for, educated and framed 
in a vocation He reasoned that 
fellowship meant much more 
than fraternizing with your 
fellow man It meant, he said, 
helping your fellow man in tune 
of need, to assist him over the 
rougher spots of life’s road

Davis argued that one of the 
fundamental purposes of the

Continued on Page 3 

James J. Davis 1947
The Honorable James J 

)avis, Director General of the 
xiyal Order of Moose for more 
han three decades, was one of 
he nation’s greatest 
ratemahsts

He was U S Secretary of 
abor under three presidents 
nd United States Senator from 
he State of Pennsylvania He 
ecame the main driving force 
o build the Moose from a 
Itering membership of 246 

he was member number 247) 
o the dynamic humanitarian 
rganization it is today with 
ore than 800,000 members 

nd a program of living care for 
rphaned children and 
mpoverished old folks.

The world - famed Child City 
f Mooseheart, Ill, and the City 
f Contentment for the aged, 
oosehaven, Fla., were the 

irect results of his vision and 
iith in Brotherhood.

Davis Was born into a family 
f humble means in Tredegar, 
ales, Oct. 27, 1873, and was 

rought to this country by his 
■arents when he was eight years 
Id. The family settled in 
ttsburgh, Pa, than moved to 
haron, Pa. Davis, Sr., was by 
ade an iron worker, as were 

os father and grandfather 
efore him. Jim followed his 
«bearers into the mills and atl 1 
egan working in the iron and 
eel works at Sharon.

When he was 19 years old,

he went to Pittsburgh to work 
as an iron puddler In a short 
time he became president of the 
Amalgamated Association of 
Iron, Steel and Tin Workers and 
held office for many years, 
furthering the interest of 
Employees Mr Davis became 
City Clerk of Elwood, Ind , in 
1898 and four years later was 
elected Recorder of Madison 
County, Ind.

Jim Davis joined the Loyal 
Order of Moose at 
Crawfordsville, Ind., on Oct 
27, 1906 — his 33d birthday 
From that moment forward the 
Moose became almost the 
pulsebeat of Mr. Davis’ life. In 
1913 he established Mooseheart 
and just nine years later his 
drive brought to realization the 
home for the aged at 
Moosehaven

In 1921 he was appointed 
Secretary of Labor by President 
Warren Harding, a position he 
retained under Presidents 
Coolidge and Hoover. He 
resigned from the Cabinet m 
1930 when he was elected 
Senator from Pennsylvania for 
an unexpired term of two years. 
In 1932 he was elected for the 
full - term of six years He was 
reelected for the third time in 
1938.

James J. Davis died Noy 22, 
1947 in Washington Sanitarium, 
Takoma Park, Md.

Director General Paul P. Schmitz
Paul P Schmitz as Director 

General of the Loyal Order of 
Moose guides the activities of 
more than a million men and 
women in the over 2,000 lodges 
in the United States, Canada 
and Great Britain

He was elevated to the 
fratermty’s highest position on 
Dec 3, 1953, succeeding J 
Jack Stoehr, who served as 
interim director general 
following the death of Malcolm 
R Giles in 1953 Only one 
other man has held this top 
post, the late James J Davis, 
generally referred to as the 
founder of the Order

Schmitz was born in Aurora, 
Ill, on April 30, 1902. He 
obtained his early education in 
the Aurora pubhc and parochial 
schools and at St John’s at 
nearby Johet. Schmitz was 
graduated from the Mayo 
College of Commerce in 
Chicago, where he majored in 
busmess administration 1

The man who was destined 
to lead the Moose fraternity 
joined the Loyal Order of 
Moose on his 21st birthday and 
now carries his membership m 
Aurora Lodge No 400.

Schmitz was first employed

The Moose - America's Leading
Fraternal

Organization
The Loyal Order of Moose 

has earned pubhc recognition 
aS America’s leading fraternal 
service organization by 
compiling an outstanding 
record of community service.

Moose civic affairs activities 
are designed for the pubhc good 
and every one of the more than 
2,000 lodges in the Moose 
Domam is encouraged to 
sponsor community service 
projects which will make their 
communities a better place to 
live and rear children.

Dedicated to the betterment 
of humamty, the Moose 
fratermty actively supports 
national health battles. These 
include the March of Dimes, 
work in behalf of the crippled 
children, muscular dystrophy, 
heart fund, cancer crusade, 
cerebral palsy and others.

In connection with most of 
these fund raising projects, the 
Moose Protectors plan is a 
unique method by which the 
lodges provide protection for 
volunteer workers while they 
solicit contributions.

“Youth Honor Day,” 

by the Supreme Lodge as a 
member of the Organization 
Department in 1921 He was 
later 'transferred to the 
Executive Secretary’s office 
where he organized and headed 
the Speakers Bureau. 
Promotion followed to the 
position of Chief Deputy 
Supreme Secretary

He was instrumental in 
organizing the Membership 
Enrollment Department in 
1934 and was its first director 
During the almost 20 years he 
headed the depart ment, he was 
greatly responsible in increasing 
the membership of the Moose 
by more than 100 per cent and 
earned the title of “the world’s 
top fraternal salesman”

The Director General is also a 
past Supreme Governor of the 
Order and is a member of the 
Pilgrim Council

In addition to his heavy 
Moose schedule, he is a director 
of the Merchants National Bank 
of Aurora and chairman of the 
board of directors of the 
Aurora Savings and Loan 
Association.

Schmitz 1 esides with his wife, 
Nan, in Aurora. They have one 
son, Paul, Jr and three 
grandchildren 

recognized in most of the states 
either by executive or legislative 

This statue of James J. Davis with two children is located 
on the rotunda of the Campanile. Davis, first Director 
General of the Moose and founder of Mooseheart, once 
stated "A man never stands so tall as when he stoops to lift 
up a little child."

action, has played an important 
role in the elimination of acts 
of vandalism at Hallowe’en 
“Operation Santa Claus” m 
which the lodges collect toys 
and distribute them to needy 
children has been responsible 
for providing many a child with 
“Toyful” Christmas It is , 
estimated that more than a 
million toys are distributed 
each year

Moose lodges are active in 
the field of traffic safety A 
great number have sponsored 
the Moose Child Safety Crusade 
with its dramatic car stopping 
demonstration Many have also 
sponsored automobile safety 
check lanes, the Moose bicycle 
safety plan and have erected 
“Protect our Children” signs on 
the nation’s highways

Special emphasis is placed on 
civic affairs activities for 
children Junior athletics is 
extremely popular and includes 
such projects as the vanous 
organized baseball leagues, 
junior bowling, football, 
basketball, swimming and 
hockey

Moose support of the Boy 
Scouts and Girl Scouts 
continues to grow with Moose 
lodges sponsoring more and 
more troops each year. Moose - 
sponsored teenage clubs have 
also experienced a substantial 
growth Authorities have 
enthusiastically approved these 
projects as effective weapons in 
combatting juvenile 
delinquency

Two new and very effective 
projects have recently been 
added to the Moose community 
services program The hearing 
screening program provides for _ 
the testing of hearing capacities 
of children and adults for all 
residents in the area of the local 
lodge sponsoring this much 
needed project Early detection 
of a hearing deficiency in a 
child is often the means of 
preventing actual deafness in 
adolescent years

Moose Operation Guide Dog 
is a civic project whereby the 
accumulation of labels from a 
popular dog or cat food 
product will provide a 
scholarship for a deserving blind 
person, together with a Pilot 
Guide Dog The scholarship 
entails six to eight Weeks of 
framing at the Pilot Guide Dog 
Training Institute in Columbus, 
Ohio, along With the guide dog

Other Moose - sponsored 
civic affairs projects include

Continued on Page 5



(Reprinted from Berrien 
County Record dated 
Thursday, Dec 16,1943)

Order of Moose 
Organizes Here

65 Charter Members Receive
Initiatory Degree

A Loyal Older of Moose 
lodge was organized here last 
Wednesday evening during a 
meeting in the Odd Fellows 
Hall

The organizers were John 
Giver, George Haag and Fred 
Carbon. , The lodge has 65 
charter members, who received 
the initiatory degree as 
exemplified by the South Bend 
degree team

Officers elected were, John 
Giver, governor, Fred Carbon, 
past governor, George 
Eckelbaiger, junior governor, 
Frank Poorman,,' secretary, 
George Haag, treasurer, Erwin E 
Heiermann, chaplain, George 
Sarver, Jr., sergeant - at - arms,, 
Earl Swartz, inner guard, Floyd 
Renbarger, outer guard, Lester 
Canfield, committeeman, and 
William Smith (chairman), 
Michael Ross and Louis Barnes, 
board of trustees

The lodge will hold regular 
weekly meetings in the Odd 
Fellow hall until a permanent 
headquarters is secured A 
ladies auxiliary will be 
Organized later

Pvt. Joseph Frkhch of Camp 
BoWie, Tex, was made an 
honorary member of the 
Moose, for the duration of the 
war

History of 
Lodge No. 449

In 1943 three men decided 
to organize a local lodge of the 
Loyal Order of Moose On Dec 
8 of that year the lodge 
received its charter and boasted 
65 members

Now, some 25 years later, 
Lodge 449 boasts a membership 
of some 420 members and is 
shooting for an enrollment of 
100 new members July 23 The 
lodge also boasts 44 Legion of 
the Moose degrees, 16 
Fellowship degrees, 2 Pilgrims 
and 17 Life Members

Also, in that 25 years the 
lodge has moved from meeting 
in the IOOF lodge hall to its 
third home _T '

The popularity of the Moose 
lodge was quick to catch on in 
Buchanan In two short months 
after receiving its charter in 
1943, the lodge had a class of 
more than 100 candidates to be 
inducted into membership, 
boosting its total membership 
to more than 250

The membership has 
continued to grow, and today 
in the face of declining 
membership in other fraternal 
lodges, the Moose membership 
m Buchanan as elsewhere is on 
the increase

Matching the growing 
membership, the lodge has 
moved to larger quarters three 
times For a short time after 
receiving its charter, the 
members met in the IOOF hall. 
From there the lodge moved to 
quarters over Roti Roti Shoes 
and in April 1948 to its new 
home at 109 Days Ave 
Mortgage burning ceremonies 
for that home were held Dec. 7, 
1963, also celebrating the 20th

Lodge 449’s latest move was 
in May to its beautiful new 
home at the corner of Redbud 
Trail and Rynearson Street 
This lodge home represents a 
major step forward for the 
lodge and is considered by civic 
leaders throughout the 
community as an asset to the 
community

Lodge 449’s activities have not 
been restricted solely to 
recruiting membership and 
larger quarters The lodge has 
sponsored the children of three 
of its members at Mooseheart, 
with three children from two 
families still in residence there 
at this time

Service to the community is 
the watchword for the Loyal 
Order of Moose. Activities of 
the local lodge include 
Sponsorship of a Moose 
scholarship to Lake Michigan 
College for a local graduate 
each year, sponsorship of 
Midget League and Pony Tail 
baseball teams and bowling 
teams, and contributions to 
Buchanan’s Community Fund OFFICERS OF LODGE 449 - Officers who served through the building stage of the new lodge 

were elected to serve again through its first year of operation Left to right are Seated, George 
Nespital, secretary, Zelmer Warren, governor, Joe Coffel, junior governor, and Gerald Pearison, 
past governor Standing, Robert Barnhart, prelate, Thomas Burks, trustee, Robert Dill, 
trustee, Dennis Engelhardt, trustee and Sigmund Jesse, treasurer

The Moose Fraternity

Continued from Page 2

Loyal Order of Moose should 
be to bring together men who 1 
would be espoused to the 
teaching of service His ideas 
caught fire and soon member 
lodges were springing up all 

_ over the nation Membership 
grew apace until in 1913 
Mooseheart’s cornerstone was 
laid

Mooseheart on that day was 
not the model “City of 
Children” with more than 100 
attractive buildings surrounded 
by spacious green lawn that one । 
sees today Mooseheart on that 
day was circus tent pitched in a 

(field. Thomas R. Marshall, then 
Vice President of the United 
States, dedicated the 
community with these words

“Thank God that here on 
this most sacred day, humanity 
has again proved its right to be 
called the children of the Most 
High, has reached out its hand 
in love and loyalty to the 
needy brother and has disclosed 
not only the right but the duty 
of the great Order to exist ”

“Only nine years later, when 
Mooseheart had developed from 
a farm land into a modern and 
growing community, the Moose 
founded its home for the aged, 

__Moosehaven, on the banks 'Of 
the St John’s River at Orange 
Park, 14 miles south of 
Jacksonville, Fla

“The buildings, designed for 
comfortable living for the aged, 
form a spacious community 
near the water’s edge It is here 
that aged members of the 
Moose and their Wives spend 
the twilight years of their lives 
Because Moosehaven makes 
every effort to provide security, 
comfort and happiness it has 
become known as the City of 
Contentment ”

In recent years, the Moose 
has launched a nation - wide 
erne affairs program.‘Believing 
that man can attain no higher 
destiny than service to his 
fellow man, the Moose had 
developed an extensive program 
of activities for the betterment 
of local communities 
throughout the nation. Special 
emphasis has been placed on 
youth activities in providing 
broad and wholesome avenues 
of recreation for the Moose 
fraternity.

The Golden Rule has become 
the axiom of the Moose

ACTIVE PAST GOVERNORS - Active Past Governors of Lodge 449 include (left to right) 
Seated - Harold Heeter, Jack Burks and Frank Poorman Standing - Cleo Snook, George 
Nespital, William R Thomas, Gerald Pearison, Robert Dill, Zelmer Warren and Nels Nordin 
Not pictured is Fred Carbon

ACTIVE CHARTER MEMBERS ■ Active charter members of Lodge 449 Include (from left). 
Glen Lear, Nels Nordin, Cleo Snook, Bert Metzger, Frank Poorman and Elza Smith. Not 
pictured are Breams Reid, Charles Wesner, Fred Carbon, Michael Ross, Joe Frklich and Alva



Moosehaven Means
Opportunity

By Charles H McCall, helper, electrical equipment 
Superintendent of Moosehaven repairman, furniture refinishing, 

grounds maintenance, guides,

MODERN COCKTAIL LOUNGE - Pictured above is a portion of the modern cocktail lounge in 
the new home of Lodge 449 The lounge has ample seating for 40 persons at tables and the bar 
Behind the bar is a Tyler walk-in cooler The lounge is fully carpeted

NEW LOUNGE - Former new car showroom was converted into an elegant lounge with seating 
to serve 40 persons The tables match the rich walnut paneling found throughout the new 
Moose lodge Like the cocktail lounge, it is fully carpeted The complete lodge is air 
conditioned

Retirement, whether 
enforced or Voluntary, all too 
often deprives the aging of a 
most important source of self - 
expression - work, cuts off their 
feeling of belonging, ends their 
sense of recognition- and 
introduces loneliness. They are 
thus exposed to a wide variety 
of physical and mental illnesses

There is oft - times the 
mistaken belief that leisure tune 
activities are no more than mere 
fun - making

Loss of the feeling of 
usefulness, of meaningful 
employment, of doing 
something worthwhile, these 
assail the confidence and the 
self respect of the idle aging

The Moose Fraternity, the 
founders of Moosehaven, the 
City of Contentment, realized 
from the beginning that a 
human regard for the dignity, 
rights and self respect of older 
persons is fundamental to the 
operation of every facility for 
the aged, that a facility should 
protect and promote the 
independence of its residents to 
the fullest extent consistent 
with consideration for their 
safety and capabilities

Moosehaven’s occupational 
program affords both 
opportunity and privilege for its 
residents participating in the 
community’s operational and 
maintenance program The 
therapeutic value to the 
participant as well as his 
contribution to the economy of 
the community is inestimable

Occupations can be 
enumerated and classified under 
nearly 50 different titles which 
require from one to three hours 
each day.

These are automatic dish 
washer operator, arts and crafts, 
machine maintenance, clerk, 
commissary helper, carpenter, 
carpenter’s helper, club 
steward, cementery 
maintenance, chauffeur, counter 
man, dining room helper, dairy

house man, house lady, 
housekeeper, janitor, kitchen 
helper and landscape gardener

Also librarian, mimeograph 
operator, mechanic, mechanic’s 
helper, mail man, newspaper 
delivery man, night watchman, 
plumber, plumber’s helper, 
painter, painter’s helper, pantry 
worker, , receptionist, radio 
repairman, sweepers, sign 
painter, seamstress, secretary, 
tailor, TV repairman and watch 
and clock repairman

These are all daily duties to 
which the Moosehaven 
residents bring a wealth of 
experience and in which they 
take much pride Individuality 
and ingenuity are encouraged 
and expressed

Those at the City of 
Contentment, able to do so, are 
happy and pleased for the 
opportunity to make a daily 
contribution to the operation 
and maintenance of their 
community

Each resident is remunerated 
for his or her contribution and 
the amount depends on the 
type of work and the number 
of hours devoted to it each day. 
Pay day is just as important and 
significant to Moosehaveners as 
to the workers of any 
organization in Amenca They 
approach _ it with equal 
enthusiasm

MOOSE

LODGE

NO. 449

LARGE MEETING ROOM - The large meeting room, here being used by the Women of the 
Moose, doubles as a banquet room. It seats about 250 persons and boasts a modern kitchen.

SWIMMING POOL AT MOOSEHEART

SWIMMING POOL - This regulation high school size swimming 
pool with four racing lanes was built by funds contributed by 
the Legion of Moose, second degree of Moose'Fraternity. The 
pool is an integral part of the school physical education



Harold A. Kretsinger

t

Harold A Kretsinger of 
Kalamazoo, Mich , is the State 
Director of Michigan for the 
Loyal Order of Moose

He joined Kalamazoo Moose 
Lodge No 88 in February 1924 
and took an active interest in 
the operation of the lodge In 
addition to being a past 
governor of the* lodge, 
Kretsinger served as treasurer 
and secretary and has been a 
member of all standing 
committees

Kretsinger joined Western 
Michigan Legion No 106, the 
second degree of the Moose, in 
1925, and served for a time as 
herder. He received the 
Fellowship Degree in 1929 and 
the Pilgrim Degree of Merit, the

Buchanan Lodge Boasts 

Two Pilgrim Degrees
The highest and most 

coveted degree of the Order, 
the Pilgrim Degree of Merit, is 
conferred on only one out of 
about every 5,000 Moose 
members each year in solemn 
and impressive ceremonies held 
at the House of God on the 
campus of the famed Moose 
Child City, Mooseheart, Illinois

Only those who have 
compiled an outstanding record 
of meritorious service to the 
Order over a period of many 
years receive this distinction 
Pilgrims are entitled tb wear the 
black and gold Pilgnm cape and 
tie, the gold tassel on their tah 
and the Pilgrim lapel pin.

One of the most colorful 
rituals in*l4W4 Moose is the 
Pilgrim robing'ceremony When 
a new Pilgrim is named, his 
home lodge sponsors a 
ceremony in which Pilgrims in 
the area convene in their regalia 
to invest him With his Pilgnm 
cape.

The regalia of the Legion of 
the Moose, Fellowship Degree 
and Pilgrim Degree of Merit can 
be worn only at authorized 
Moose, functions andshould 

Order’s highest degree, was 
conferred on him in 1938 to 
the Moose Fratermty

Active in the Michigan Moose 
Association, Kretsinger served 
as vice president, Sergeant at 
Arms, secretary, treasurer and 
state 'president Before 
becoming state director of 
Michigan, he served on several 
committees at international 
Moose convention.

Born Sept 4, 1901 at 
Kalamazoo, Kretsinger 
completed his education at 
Kalamazoo Baptist college and 
is a member of Sigma Rho 
Sigma fratermty He and his 
wife, Bernice, reside at 1222 
Washington Ave. in Kalamazoo 

never be worn or displayed in 
pubhc

Members of the Fellowship 
and Pilgnm Degree of Ment are 
recognized throughout the 
Moose Domain as fraternal 
leaders because they have 
earned the respect of their 
Brother Moose by their service 
to the Order.

The Moose - America's

Continued from Page 2

Golden Age Clubs for those in 
the twilight years of their lives, 
work in behalf of hospitals, 
blood banks, cooperation with 
civil defense agencies and fire 
prevention and safety to 
mention a few. In addition, 
almost every lodge sponsors 
individual projects geared to fit 
the needs of the area in which it 
is located

Lodges throughout the 
Moose Domain are making 
substantial contributions to the 
welfare of their .respective 
communities by providing the 
initiative, organization and 
manpower for worthwhile civic

George Nespital 
Pilgrim

Frank Poonnan
Tarii



Legion of the Moose Has Made Substantial Contributions
The second degree of the 
yal Order of Moose, known 
the Legion of the Moose, was 
jamzed in 1913 to furnish an 
portunity for those members 
| the fratermty who desire to 
ike further contributions to 
J Order’s philanthropic 
jectives

As an advanced Degree, the 
gion of the Moose provides a 
-ans of distinction for its 
imbers Becoming a 
gionnaire is the first step up 
d it is from the ranks of 
gionnaires that selections for 
vancement to the Honor 
agrees of Fellowship and 
grim are made

I.
The Legion of the Moose has 
penenced almost continuous 
owth since its founding 
lere are at present 169 
•gions in United States and 
inada with an average 
embership of 10 per cent of 
e Moose membership Legion 
remomals are usually held 
larterly in each jursidiction

The Second Degree now 
joys the highest position of 
embership strength, respect 
d prestiget in its entire 
story It has achieved this 
fty level by compiling an 
itstanding record of fraternal 
hievement

First philanthropic project of 
e Legion was to contribute 
>,000 to provide the nucleus 
r a herd of Holstein dairy 
ttle at Mooseheart This prize 
Winning Holstein herd has 
med world - wide fame while 
so providing fresh wholesome

25 Clubbers Are Moose 
"Men of Distinction"

Membership in the “25 
lub” of the Loyal Order of 
oose is attained by sponsoring 
minimum of 25 candidates for 
tembership in the Moose 
ratermty

The 25 Club was organized at 
ie international convention of 
le Order at Des Mornes, Iowa 
i 1940 to give recognition to 
hose members who have given 
lat “extra effort” to keep the 
atemity strong and growing

Today, more than 36,000 
ten of the Moose have 
uahfied for membership in this 
oveted organization and more 
ecome members each day

A new 25 Clubber receives 
ie gdld 25 Club pm with 
lamond inset, often referred to 
i the “emblem of leadership ” 
s he sponsors more new 
■embers, he advances to the 50 
ivision and then on through 
ie 75, 100, 125, 150, 175, 
X), 250, 500 and 1,000 
isions 

milk for the Mooseheart 
children

Legion contributions 
financed the building of West 
Legion Hall in 1917 and East 
Legion Hall in 1919 and Fez 
Hall in 1921, all residences at 
the Child City It helped 
finance the founding and 
operation of Moosehaven in 
1922, underwrote the founding 
of the Moosehaven Research 
Laboratory in 1947, and built 
the Community Building in 
1949, Faith Hall in 1953, 
Legion Hall in 1958 and Jubilee 
Hall in 1962, all residences at 
Moosehaven

In addition, the Legion 
helped build Mooseheart’s 
House of God in 1950 and 
contributed $150,000 to the 
Mooseheart High School 
building fund in 1954

Mooseheart Camp Ross, a 
summer camp for Mooseheart 
children located near Mt 
Morris, Ill, was made possible 
through a successful Legion 
fund drive in which more than 
$100,000 was raised to finance 
the construction of the 
necessary buildings and 
recreational facilities Almost 
100 acres of woodland was 
donated by Mr and Mrs Harold 
Ross of Mt Moms, Ill Mr Ross 
is now serving the Order as 
Supreme Junior Governor

Officially dedicated in 
June 1960, the camp 'now 
provides each youngster at the 
Child City with a two - week 
vacation each summer Legion 
dues now furnish the annual 
operating budget for the camp

Legion units contributed

As he advances to each 
higher division, he exchanges 
his 25 Club pm for a more 
valuable one until he reaches 
the 1,000 Division at which 
tune he is awarded a pm with 
one large diamond and nine 
smaller ones - One for each 100 
new members.

In addition, when he reaches 
the 250 plateau he is also given 
a life membership in the Order 
by his lodge

This is not the only 
recognition extended to 25 
Clubbers for their extraordinary 

, efforts on behalf of the 
fraternity A special 25 Club 
party is held by every state 
association annually and one of 
the highlights each year of the 
international Moose convention 
iS the elaborate party for new 
and qualifying 25 Clubbers.

In addition, a full page of 
almost every issue of Moose 
Magazine is devoted to the 
“Order Salutes the 25 Club” in 
which pictures of members of 
the 25 Club and its vanous 
divisions appear. 

more than $65,000 to finance 
the installation of air 
conditioning equipment in the 
new field house which was 
dedicated on the opening day

Moose Members Must Fam 
Top Degrees of Order

One of the basic precepts of 
the Loyal Order of Moose is 
that “no institution which 
labors for self and self alone can 
remain great and mighty, and 
serve posterity ”

Thereljore, it is only natural 
that the two highest degrees 
conferred on members of the 
Moose Fraternity are bestowed 
as a reward for devotion and 
service to the philanthropic 
programs of the Order These 
are the Fellowship Degree and 
the Pilgrim Degree of Ment

When a man is enrolled mto 
the Loyal Order of Moose, he 
automatically becomes a 
member of the first degree 
After he has been a member in

Fellowship Degree Awarded 
for Service to Fraternity

The Fellowship Degree, the 
third degree of the Loyal Order 
of Moose, is conferred by the 
Supreme Lodge on Moose 
members in recognition of their 
outstanding service to their 
lodge and fratermty

At the present time, 
approximately 25,000 members 
of the Moose hold this coveted 
degree To qualify for this 
honor, a man must be a 
member in good standing in his 
lodge for a minimum of five 
years and must also have been a 
member of the Legion, the 
second degree of the Order, for 
at least six months

But longevity is only one 
factor. To be considered for 
advancement to the Fellowship 
Degree, a member must have 
demonstrated his loyalty to his 
lodge, legion and fraternity In 
doing this, he must haye given 
generously of his time and 
energy to build his lodge and 
fraternity and have exhibited 
leadership ability.

Members of the Fellowship 
‘Degree can be easily recognized 
by the regalia of the degree 
they are privileged to wear at 
official functions of the 
Fellowship Degree. and on 
special -occasions of the lodge 
and legion.

Regalia of the degree 
includes the ahce blue tassel on 
the tah, the special Fellowship 
lapel pin, tie and the slice blue 
Feiiowshln_  collar all 

of the 75th annual international 
Moose convention in 1963.

The- Legion is currently 
conducting a fund - raising 
campaign to finance the 

good standing for six months, 
he is eligible to apply for 
membership in the second 
degree of the Order, known as 
the Legion of the Moose

As a Legionnaire, he is 
eligible to wear the “tah” with 
purple tassel, the Legion jacket, 
tie and lapel pm and to 
participate = in the ceremonials 
and other activities of his 
Legion umt

If a member has 
demonstrated his leadership 
ability by giving of his time and 
effort to serve on vanous 
committees and by being a 
capable administrator- while 
holding appointive and elective 
offices, he may be accorded the 

prominently bearing the letter, 
“P”

There are no established 
dues required for the privilege 
of being a Fellow, but annual 
contributions are accepted from 
members of the degree and they 
are used to cover the cost of 
administering the Fellowship 
Degree and to fmance several of 
its official proj’ects

Principal proj’ects have 
included participation in the 
maintenance of the gym, House 

construction of an indoor 
swimming pool as a part of the 
education center complex at 
Mooseheart this year 

honors of the third degree - the 
Fellowship Degree

He is then able to Wear the 
Fellowship sash and tip, the 
Alice Blue tassel on his tah and 
the Fellowship lapel pin 
Conferring of the Fellowship 
Degree takes place on the last 
day of each international Moose 
convention and at state 
association conclaves and 
authorized special meetings

The first full week m 
December is set aside each year 
as “Fellowship Degree Honor 
Week” and all lodges 
throughout the Moose Domain 
are requested to conduct 
appropriate activities during 
this period to pay tnbute to 
their members of the third 
degree 

of God and high school on the 
Mooseheart campus and 
supplying and keeping in good 
repair the uniforms worn by the 
student band and girls’ drum 
and bugle corps

In addition, the Fellowship, 
Degree makes substantial 
contnbutionsto churches in the 
Moosehaven area for the 
spiritual needs of the residents 
of the famed Moose City of 
Contentment for the aged
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MRS. GEORGE PHISCATOR
Senior Regent

Women of the Moose Degrees

NEW OFFICERS OF WOMEN OF THE MOOSE - New officers of Women of the Moose were 
installed during special ceremonies June 19 in the new Moose lodge Seated left to right are 
Mrs James Morgan, junior graduate regent, Mrs George Phiscator, senior regent, Mrs Kenneth 
Thompson, junior regent, and Mrs Claude Denno, treasurer Standing - Mrs Lyle Naragon, 
chaplain, Mrs Ray Sanford, recorder, Mrs Jerry Ondresky, argus, Mrs Robert Barnhart, guide, 
Mrs Edward Janka, assistant guide, and Mrs Herbert Shreve, pianist Not pictured is Mrs Max 
Swaim

Members of Women of the 
Moose have two major degrees 
for which to work - The College 
of Regents and the Academy of 
Friendship

The College of Regents is the 
highest degree which a member 
can obtam in her local chapter 
To be eligible, the chapter must 
earn the Award of Achievement 
during the two years the 
candidate holds the offices of 
Senior Regent and Junior 
Regent. In addition, the 
candidate must sponsor at least 
two members each of 
years.

This degree is received 
at Mooseheart during 

those

only 
the

month of June Until last year. 
When it was given in the new 
fieldhouse, the degree was 
always conferred in the “House 
of God ”

Five members of Chapter 
450 have attained the degree of 
College of Regents. Mrs Frank 
St. Johns earned the degree in 
1965, Mrs. Ray Sanford and 
Mrs Glen Lear earned it in 
1967, and Mrs Charles 
Richards and Mrs Glen 
Pitchford received it in 1969

The Academy of 
Fnendship is the first degree 
given direct from Mooseheart 
Candidates Were first chosen 
from the records in the Grand
Recorder’s
Mooseheart, 
selected by 
Friendship 
forwarded 
Recorder

The first

office at 
but now are

the Academy of 
from names 

to the Grand

three members of
Chapter 450 to receive this 
degree were Mrs Harold Heeter, 
Mrs Dwight Markham and Mrs 
Glen Lear At present 25 
members of Chapter 450 hold 
the Academy 
degree.

Before a 
qualify, the 

of Friendship

candidate can 
chapter must

qualify for the Award of 
Achievement during the year 
she is serving in office or as 
chairman of one of the chapter 
development committees The 
candidate must also sponsor at 
least two members during her 
term of office, and conduct 
Chapter Night with an 
enrollment of now members.

The important Award of 
Achievement for which the 
chapter must qualify before a 
member can become a 
candidate for either of the two 
highest degrees is based on 
activities of that chapter The 
award is based on monthly 
reports on activities of the 
chapter development 
committees and on increases in 
membership and assets for the 
year

In addition to the degrees, 
Women of the Moose members 
also are awarded Sponsor Pins 
This pin is given direct from 
Mooseheart to a member after 
she has sponsored 15 members 
Bars on the pift are then 
changed when the member has 
sponsored 30, 60, 100 and 200 
members

Currently two members, or 
co-workers, of Chapter 450 
hold sponsor pins Mrs 
Winifred Warner and Mrs Glen 
Lear each have one with the 30 
- member bar

BEHIND-THE-SCENES WORKERS - Chairmen who are currently heading up the many 
important committees of the Women of the Moose include (left to right) Miss Barbara Thomas, 
social service, Mrs Robert Lear, child care, Mrs. Patrick Clemens, library, Mrs Harold Bradford, 
membership, Mrs. George Rose, Mooseheart, Mrs. Robert Dill, ritual, Mrs. James Luhrsen, ' 
publicity, Mrs. Glen Pitchford, kitchen and Mrs Glen Lear, College of Regents Not pictured 
are Mrs. Ronald Cauffman, Academy of Friendship; Mrs. Bill Schnmsher, Jr., homemaking, 
Mrs. "Bud" Seybold, Moosehaven and Mrs. Arthur DeFauW, hospital.

History of Women of the Moose Chapter 450
Chapter 450, Women of the 

Moose, Was first organized on 
Feb. 24, 1944, and received its 
charter Sept 24 Of that year 
The chapter boasted 15 
members at the time the charter 
was presented

Members of this chapter have 
worked closely with the men 
and have played an important 
part in the achievements of the 
local lodge

Leading the chapter during 
the organizational stage were 
Mrs Lyle Smith, past regent, 
Mrs, Erwin Heiermann, junior 
regent, Mrs 
recorder, 
Eckelbarger,

Nelson Ream, 
Mrs George
treasurer, Mrs

Louis Barnes, chaplain, and 
Mrs John Giver, sentinel

New officers elected when 
the chapter received its charter 
were Mrs. Frank Poorman, 
graduate regent, Mrs 
Smith, senior regent, 
Erwin Heiermann,

Lyle 
Mrs 

junior
Nelson Ream,regent, Mrs 

recorder, Mrs Reuben
Hartman, treasurer, Mrs. Frank 
Cham, chaplain, Mrs Breame 
Reid, guide, Orrell Borchers, 

assistant guide, Mrs Jack 
Vander Ven, sentinel, Mrs Ray 
Lear, argus, and Mrs Walter 
Thaning, musician

From its beginning, the 
chapter has played an active 
part in the lodge' and has 
presented numerous gifts, both 
in items for the lodge and 
financial, to the lodge

Activities which the women 
currently sponsor or co-sponsor 
With the men include bake sale, 
rummage sale, fish fnes,

History of Women of the Moose
Many of the wives, mothers, 

daughters and sisters of 
members of the Loyal Order of 
Moose in attendance at the 
dedication of Mooseheart in 
1913 were already members of 
local units known as Women’s 
Circles

Inspired by what they saw at 
Mooseheart, these Circle 
members returned to their 
respective communities and 
worked tirelessly in their efforts 
to raise funds for the

bowling banquets, dinners, 
potluck dinners, 
shuffleboard and

dances, 
bowling

teams, Christmas party for 
children and Moose picnics

The chapter regularly makes 
contributions to Buchanan 
Community Fund, cancer and 
heart "funds, Mooseheart,____ 
Moosehaven, for Christmas 
baskets and many other 
benevolent chanties It also 
sponsored a nursing scholarship 
for one of its members

development and progress of 
Mooseheart.

These Women’s Circles were 
first recognized at the Moose 
international convention in 
Kansas City in 1912, The name 
was changed to Women’s Moose 
Circles in 1913 at the Moose 
international convention in 
Cincinnati

In 1916, three short years 
after Mooseheart was dedicated, 
the Women’s Moose Circles 
were unified into a national 
auxiliary of the Loyal Order of 
Moose and given the name, 
“Women of the Mooseheart 
Legion ” Charters ’ were 
granted and the units were 
named “Chapters”

The nam® of the organization 
was changed in 1933 to its 
present title, “Women of the 
Moose ”

The Women of the Moose has 
compiled an outstanding record 
of service to Mooseheart The 
program of the Chapter 
Development Committees was 
established in 1927 in which 
every co-worker is assigned to a 
committee.

These committees Sponsor 
projects to 
improvements, 

provide for 
equipment,

recreation and buildings at 
Mooseheart. The Women of the 
Moose established the first 
scholarship for Mooseheart girl 
graduates in 1939 and each year 
presents a number of 
scholarships to graduates of 
Mooseheart High School

Mooseheart’s libraries were 
stocked with books and annual 
contributions are received to 
keep the libraries up-to-date 
“Christmas in October is an 
annual activity in the chapters 
to provide Christmas gifts for

Continued on Page 8
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COLLEGE OF REGENTS - Five members of Wornen of 
Moose, Chapter 450, have been elevated to the College of 
Regents They are (from left) Seated - Mrs Ray Sanford, Mrs 
Frank St Johns and Mrs Glen Lear Standing Mrs Glen 
Pitchford and Mrs Charles Richards

RUPLE CHILDREN AT MOOSE'HEART - The children of Glen O Ruple are shown as they 
arrived at Mooseheart on Feb 21,1962 Left to right are,.Standing - Cynthia, 14 and Renaulda, 
16 Seated - Marcia, 12, Roberta, 3, Theresa, 4, and Vanessa, age 9 The three younger children 
still live at Mooseheart

ACTIVE CHARTER MEMBERS - Activecharter members of 
Women of Moose, Chapter'4b0, include (from left) Seated - 
Mrs Otis Flenar and Mrs Hank Williams Standing-Mrs. Ross 
Lolmaugh, Mrs Walter Ravish and Mrs Glen Lear. Not 
pictured are Mrs Frank Poorman and Mrs Reuben Hartman

CHILDREN OF HENRY MOORE - The two children of Henry 
Moore arrived at Mooseheart March 5,1963 Bravely facing an 
uncertain future, Pamela, age 13, comfortingly holds her 
brother, David, age 2% years, on her lap Pamela has since 
graduated, but David is still attending school and makes his 
home there

History of the Women
Continued from Page 7 

the children at Mooseheart and 
the aged at Moosehaven

Contributions were received 
to help finance the construction 
of the House of God and annual 
contributions provide a 
maintenance fund 
Redecoration of the Baby 
Village, the building of a sea 
wall and pier at Moosehaven, 
and donations to the new field 
house are only a few of the 
many undertakings of the 
auxiliary

Today, the Women of the 
Moose has two degrees, the 
Academy of Friendship and the 
College of Regents. These are 
not honorary degrees, but must 
be earned by meeting 
prescribed requirements ‘

Forerunner of both these 
degrees was the Friendship 
degree It was organized to 
honor senior regents who had 
been outstanding in their 
Accomplishments in the 

chapters and was conferred for 
the first time in 1927 at the 
international convention of the 
Moose in Philadelphia.

In 1934, however, the name 
was changed to the Academy of 
Friendship. Requirements for 
the degree have been changed 
and all chapter development 
committee chairmen and 
officers are now eligible to earn 
the degree.

The first session of the 
College of Regents was held in 
Boston in 1935, but is now held 
annually at the House of God in 
June. Any co-worker who 
serves as senior regent and as 
junior graduate the following 
year is eligible to qualify for the 
College

Another highly coveted 
honor in the Women of Moose 
is the “Star Recorder,” which is 
awarded to recorders for 
keeping perfect records This 
honor was first conferred in 
1946 at Chicago and is now 
awarded annually.

Lodge Nd. 449 
Sponsors Children 
at Mooseheart

Lodge 449 of Loyal Order of 
Moose has sponsored the 
children of three of its>members 
at Mooseheart (Ill), the “Child 
City”.

The lodge was only one year 
old when LeRoy and James 
Chain, sons of Frank Chain, 
went to Mooseheart

On Feb 21, 1962, the six 
children of Glen O Ruple 
departed for Mooseheart At 
that time the children - 
Renaulda, Cynthia, Marcia, 
Vanessa, Theresa and Roberta - 
ranged from 16 years down to 3 
years of age The three younger 
girls, Vanessa, Theresa and 
Roberta still make their home 
at Mooseheart

Two children of Henry
Moore made Mooseheart their 
home on March 5, 1963 
Pamela has since graduated, but 
David, is still attending 
Mooseheart

List Accomplishments of the Women of the Moose
The Women of the Moose 

with its 1,500 member chapters, 
winch constitute the auxiliary 
of the Loyal Order of Moose, 
has contributed greatly to the 
successful operation of 
Mooseheart and Moosehaven by 
the sponsorship of many 
projects.

Part of the per capita tax 
remitted by the chapters to the 
Grand Recorder’s office each 
quarter is earmarked to finance 
the operation of the Health 
Department at Mooseheart 
This means the auxiliary is 
helping to maintain the hospital 
and staff which are responsible 
for the excellent health record 
of the boys and girls

The hospital is well equipped 
and includes the Dental Clinic 
and the EENT Clinic. Complete 
dental care is provided 
including orthodontia work and 
each student’s teeth are in the 
best possible condition when he 
is graduated from Mooseheart 
Complete eye care is also 
furnished and glasses given to 
Students requiring them.

Scholarships for Mooseheart 
have been provided by the 
Women of the Moose for many 
years The Academy of 
Friendship and College of 
Regents each sponsor an annual 
scholarship. Since 1949, a 
special sponsor’s music 
scholarship for four years of 
training in a music school has 
been issued The Star Recorders 
also sponsor a scholarship for 
girls who wish to secure 
additional training in the 
business world

A nurse’s scholarship fund is 
available for Mooseheart girls 
who desire to enter hospital 
training schools This fund is 
provided by voluntary 
contributions from the hospital 
committees in the chapters In 
addition, chapters throughout 
the Moose Domain have aided 
thousands of girls in obtaining 
nurses’ training.

Supplying the libraries at 
Mooseheart with books was 
originated in 1928 and has 
continued since that time. This 
is the project of the library 

chairman and her committee 
and countless books have also 
been donated to libraries in the 
respective communities of the 
chapters.

One of the big projects each 
year is the holding of 
“Christmas in October” parties 
in every chapter in which gifts 
are collected for the children at 
Mooseheart and the aged at 
Moosehaven. It is the generous 
outpouring of gifts and money 
from the chapter members that 
makes it possible for the 
children And the aged to have a 
most joyous and happy 
Christmas.

Chapters made sizeable 
donations to the building funds 
of the House of God and the 
field house and the College of 
Regents committees annually 
send contributions to 
Mooseheart for the Flouse of 
God maintenance fund.

The Women of the Moose 
have been responsible for many 
improvements at Mooseheart 
and MooseHven.



History otMooseheart
At the international 

convention of the Loyal Order 
of Moose at Detroit in 1911, 
Director General James J Davis 
instructed the Supreme Council 
to look for property which 
could be obtained for the 
establishment of a “Moose 
College,” “Institute” or 
“School”

When it became generally 
known that the Moose planned 
to build a school, offers of 
property came from all parts of 
the country. For the entire 
week of Dec 4 to Dec. 11, 
1911, a joint committee of the 
Trustees of the Supreme 
Council met at the Willard 
Hotel in Washington to receive 
and examine the offers

During these meetings and a 
number of subsequent ones, it 
was decided that the school 
should be located somewhere 
near the center of population 
This ruled out many possible 
sites

Finally in December 1912 it 
was decided to purchase a dairy 
farm known as the 'Brookline 
Farm near Aurora, Ill, and 
several hundred acres from an 
adj'oining farm The tract was 
acquired in January 1913 and 
consisted of approximately 
1,000 acres of fertile farmland 
in the scemc Fox River Valley.

The name, “Mooseheart,” was 
suggested by Congressman John 
J Lentz, of Ohio, who served 
on the original Mooseheart

VARSITY ATHLETICS - The Mooseheart High School Red 
Ramblers compete in four major sports in the Little Seven 
Conference Wearing the uniform of the sport in which they 
represent Mooseheart are members of the track, football, 
basketball and wrestling teams

Board of Governors The name 
was formally adopted at a 
meeting held in Chicago in 
February 1913.

Dedication of Mooseheart 
was set for July 27, 1913. 
Supreme Governor Ralph W E. 
Donges in inviting Vice 
President Thomas R. Marshall 
to take part in the dedication 
ceremonies,"Said

“What we are planning will 
not be an orphanage at all 
it will be home and school for 
the dependent children of our 
deceased members.”

On July 27, 1913, there was 
Aid Hall plus a few down * at - 
the - heel buildings at 
Mooseheart. A circus tent had 
beep erected to provide 
covering for the exercises. But 
most important of all on that 
day, there were eleven children, 
the in - the - flesh vanguard of 
the thousands who have passed 
throughout Mooseheart in 
subsequent years.

In his dedicatory speech, 
Vice President Marshall said: 

Middle West, here on this most 
sacred day, humanity has again 
proved its right to be called the 
children of the Most High, has 
again reached out its hand in 
love and loyalty to the needy 
brothers and has disclosed not 
only the right, but the duty of 
this great Order to exist ”

Five years later when Vice 
President Marshall traveled 
to Mooseheart to take part in 
the dedication of the Roosevelt 
Memorial Auditorium, he said

“Thank God for miracles , 
that I hoped for, longed for 

and prayed for upon that 
interesting occasion five years 
ago has come to pass at 
Mooseheart ”

In August 1913, Supreme 
Secretary Rodney Brandon 
moved from Anderson, Ind to 
Mooseheart He brought with 
him Dean J A Rond thaler 
from Anderson who took 
charge of the home life and 
education of the children.

Under the guidance of 
Brandon and Donges, who had 
completed his term as Supreme 
Governor, the future design of 
Mooseheart began to take 
shape James A Young, owner 
of a nursery in Aurora, was 
employed as landscape designer 
and also to develop a nursery 
on the Mooseheart grounds

It was Young who drew the 
plans for the Mooseheart 
layout, which he made 

heartshaped He also designed 
the Mooseheart entrance which 
later was adorned by gates 
which were the Work of Loredo 
Taft, the noted sculptor

Robert F Havhk, a young 
engineer, was engaged to be in 
charge of construction and 
some elements of vocational 
training. William Stephens, a 
Pennsylvania farmer, was put 
in charge of the farm and asked 
to plant an orchard. An Aurora 
physician was engaged on a part- 

, time basis to care for the 
health of the children.

Mooseheart grew by leaps 
and bounds. A complete water 
and sewer system was installed 
in the spring of 1914. A deep 
well was drilled and a water 
tank Greeted. A carldad of elm 
trees was purchased and set out 
on the bare campus which 
today is tree - lined and shaded.

Work was begun on Purity 
Hall, a girls’ dormitory. As soon 
as this was completed, work 
began on Loyalty Hall, a boys’ 
d0«E^- L .

STORY HOUR - Tiny Tots dt the Baby Village get their first taste of school at the age of three 
when they are enrolled in Nursery School One of the highlights of each day is when the 
youngsters gather around their teacher for a story hour Children get two years of nursery 
school before entering kindergarten and going on to eventually he graduated from Mooseheart 
High School

buildings has continued until 
the present day The House of 
God with its towers Of 
tolerance rising into the sky was 
dedicated in 1950 The 
Malcolm R Giles Memorial 
High School with its wing for 
the junior high school was 
dedicated in 1954 A new wing 
consisting of five classrooms 
was added in 1963

The school is now called the 
“education center” and all 
students except those in the 
kindergarten and Erst grade 

SENIOR CHORUS - Four members of the 60 -voice Mooseheart Senior Chorus are pictured at 
the main alt|r of the House of God The Senior Chorus is featured each year by the Mutual

attend classes in this building
The Pennsylvama - James J. 

Davis Memorial building was 
dedicated in 1958 and housed 
the “Moose Museum of 
History” in its basement The 
new California building was 
dedicated in 1959 and the new 
Ontario building in 1961 
Highlight of the celebration of 
the golden anniversary of the 
founding of Mooseheart was the 
dedication of the new field 
house on the opening day of 
the 75th annual international 

convention of the Moose in 
June 1963

Today Mooseheart is known 
as “The Child City,” It is a 
model community for children 
Which takes the offspring of 
deceased Moose members and 
provides them with food, 
clothing and shelter. But more 
than that. Mooseheart trains 
and educates its youngsters so 
they may take their place in 
society as useful and productive 
citizens



MOOSEHEART
"The ChiU Gfy"

Mooseheart, the famed 
Moose “City of Children,” is a 
home and school owned and 
maintained by the Loyal Order 
of Moose for children of its 
deceased members

Mooseheart is a complete 
community in itself Situated 
on 1,109 acres of Illinois 
farmland in the Fox River 
Valley, about 38 miles west of 
Chicago, Mooseheart has its 
own homes, schools, church, 
hospital, stores, post office and 
utilities

The entrance fee for 
Mooseheart is extremely high 
Every youngster at the Child 
City lost one or both of his 
parents before he was eligible 
for admittance Whenever 
possible, the mother of the 
children is invited to 
accompany them to 
Mooseheart

In assuming the obligation of 
raising the family of a deceased 
member, the Moose Fraternity 
makes every effort to provide 
the children with home - hke 
surroundings and the best 
training and education possible

Children hve in units known 
as residence halls with a 
minimum of eight and. a 
maximum of 24 in each hall 

PRAYER TIME AT BABY VILLAGE - A part of the daily 
routine at Mooseheart is kneeling at bedside to say prayers 
before going to bed And youngsters learn this at the earliest 
possible age, as can be seen in the above scene at the Baby 
Village

elementary school, and foui 
years of high school

The Mooseheart school 
system is supervised by the 
Department of Pubhe 
Instruction, State of Illinois, 
and is a member of the North 
Central Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools

In addition to the academic 
program, each student is 
required to study a vocation 
Mooseheart is recognized as a 
pioneer in the field of 
vocational training at the high 
school level and today offers its 
'students the opportunity to 
learn one or more of 12 
different courses

These vary from electronics, 
sheet metal, printing, and 
barbering for the boys to 
cooking, garment making, 
cosmetology and commercial 
courses for the girls

Every student has an 
opportunity to learn to play a 
musical instrument by being a 
member of the symphony 
orchestra or band Every pupil 
has the opportunity to develop 
his voice by singing in one of 
the choirs or the senior chorus

Much emphasis is placed on 
sports Mooseheart varsity 
teams are known as the “Red SCOUTING AT MOOSEHEART - Scouting plays an important part in the'training of 

Mooseheart children with girls taking^part in the Brownie and Girl Scouts while the Boys -- 
participate In the Cub and Cub Scout Troops

enabled Mooseheart to maintain 
one of the highest health 
records of any institution of its 
kind

A specialist is assigned to the 
Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat 
Clinic and two dentists and an 
orthodontist are employed in 
the Dental Clinic A full staff of 
nurses and technicians man the 
modern hospital

The Mooseheart Child 
Guidance Clinic was founded in 
1930 not only to serve the 
needs of Mooseheart children, 
but also to make contributions 
to the advancement of 
knowledge in the field of child 
care and framing

Purposes of the Clinic are to 

give the Mooseheart 
administration as complete a 
knowledge as possible of each 
individual child in the 
community, to follow the life 
and development of each child 
during his stay at Mooseheart, 
and to furnish the 
administration with special and 
general surveys for the 
evaluation of teaching and 
training procedures

More than 5,000 children 
have resided at Mooseheart 
since it was founded in 1913 
The outstanding record of 
achievement of Mooseheart 
graduates is glowing evidence of 

the comprehensive training they 
received while at the Child City.

Mooseheart today is framing 
and educating more than 400 
children to take their places in 
society as useful and productive 
citizens And Mooseheart with 
its spacious campus, 101 
fireproof buildings and tree - 
lined streets stands ready to 
serve dependent children of its 
deceased members as an 
example of true family 
fraternahsm in action

They are assigned to halls 
according' to school 
classification, age and social 
maturity so that they may 
associate with youngsters of 
then: own age group

House parents assigned to 
each hall do their utmost to 
provide normal home life Each 
hall has its own kitchen and a 
cook to prepare the food, but 
the students are required to 
help with the serving of the 
food and clearing of the tables 
much as they are in any home 
In addition, they are 
responsible for the cleanliness 
of their rooms.

The honor system is in effect 
at Mooseheart and children are 
taught to have respect for the 
property of others as well as 
their own at any early age 
There are no uniforms at the 
Child City and each child is 
permitted to select his own 
wearing apparel at the 
Mooseheart Department Store,

Formal education starts at an 
early age at Mooseheart. Tots in 
the Baby Village begin nursery 
school at the age of three and 
graduate to kindergarten at five. Th«w

Ramblers” and compete m 
football, basketball, wrestling 
and track in the Little Eight 
Conference In addition, an 
extensive intra - mural sports 
and recreation program is 
conducted

Two resident chaplains, a 
Cathohc and a Protestant, 
administer to the spiritual needs 
of the children Every child is 
trained in the faith which 
prevailed in his former home 
and at the present time there 
are Cathohc and more than 20 
different denominations of the 
Protestant Faith being 
practiced

Because Mooseheart is a 
private school, officials are able 
to set aside one class period of 
each week for religious 
instructions Every * evening 
except Fnday and Saturday the 
children gather in their 
respective halls for 15 minutes' 
to study the Bible or their/ 
Catechism

A staff physician and surgeon 
heads Mooseheart Hospital and 
directs a health program of

DINING AT MOOSEHEART - Well - balanced and nourishing meals are planned for all 
Mooseheart students by a trained dietitian. Above, a house mother serves fpod to girls at her
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Moosehaven
Moosehaven, the “City of 

Contentment,” is a home 
maintained by the Loyal Order 
of Moose fot its aged members 
and their wives on the banks of 
the St John’s_River, 15 miles 
south of Jacksonville, Fla

After the founding of 
Mooseheart, the famed “Child 
City,” for children of deceased 
members, the fraternity turned 
its attention to plans for a 
home for its dependent aged 
members During these early 
years a group of old folks 
resided at Mooseheart

The Moose eventually bought 
a resort hotel on a tract of land 
at Orange Park, Fla , and on 
Noy 1, 1922, Moosehaven was 
formally opened The first 22 
residents were those who had 
been living at Mooseheart They 
set up housekeeping in the 
hotel which had been 
rechnstened Aid Hall

From the beginning, much of 
the work necessary to keep

Excellent recreational 
facilities and barber and beauty 
shops are provided in the 
Michigan Recreation Center 
Each of the buildings in which 
Moosehaven people reside is a 
self - contained home with its 
own sleeping and living rooms, 
kitchen and dining rooms

These include Buckeye - 
Mountaineer Building, 
presented by Moose of Ohio 
and West Virginia, Three-I 
Building by Illinois, Iowa and 
Indiana, Keystone Building by 
Pennsylvania, Empire State 
Building by New York, Legion 
and Jubilee Buildings by the 
Legion of the Moose, and Hope, 
Faith and Charity Academy by 
the Women of the Moose

Newest facility is the modern 
and completely 'equipped 
Health Center completed in 
early 1968 at a cost of almost 
$2,000,000 The building 
provides space for 150 beds and 
has its own therapy 
department, X-ray, laboratory ft Variety of Activities Planned

For Moosehaven Residents

Moosehaven running has been 
done by the old folks who Jive 
there. They serve as their own 
gardeners, housekeepers, 
kitchen helpers, dming room 
helpers, maintenance crews, and 
nurse’s aides

During the past 30 years all 
of the original buildings on the 
58-acre site have been replaced. 
The physical plant today 
consists entirely of modem 
buildings scientifically designed 
and built to provide pleasant 
and comfortable accomodations 
for the aged residents

The Community Building, a 
gift of the Legion of the Moose, 
houses the offices of the 
superintendent and 
administrative officers, resident 
counselor, postal service and 
community auditorium 
Northwest Building, a gift of 
the lodges of Montana, Idaho, 
Oregon and Washington, is a 
two - wing structure with the 
commissary in one wing and the 
tailor, watch repair and sundry 
shops in the other. 

and pharmacy It alsd boasts six 
day rooms, a chapel, library, 
beauty and barber shops and 
arts and crafts room

The men and women of 
Moosehaven are served delicious 

balanced mealswell
scientifically planned for the 
nourishment of aged bodies 
They may requisition such 
personal articles as they need 
Birthday cakes are distributed 
to those celebrating birthdays

While laundry is done 
without cost to the residents, 
many of the women prefer to 
do then own and electric 
washing machines are provided 
for them.

The ideal of Moosehaven has 
not changed with the years. 
Every inhabitant is urged to do 
what he feels he is able or 
qualified to do and receives an 
allowance for these services.

Those no longer able to work 
are called “Sunshiners.” Their 
job is to sit in rocking charts in 
the sun and smile at passersby 
For Moosehaven believes that 
kindness and fellowship are 
important, too, perhaps more 
important than ever before.

A variety of activities is 
planned for the nearly 450 
residents of Moosehaven, the 
famed Moose City of 
Contentment for the aged on 
the banks of the St John’s 
River at Orange Park, Fla 

- The -task of planning the 
recreation program, however, 
has been made much easier with 
the advent of television Most 
popular Spot in every residence 
hall is the parlor where the 
oldtimers gather to watch their 
favonte programs

As a matter of fact, movies 
are no longer scheduled because 
of lack of attendance The 
residents prefer their favonte 
TV shows to attending the 
movies

One project that does lure 
them away from the television 
sets is the bingo game held 
exclusively for the residents of 
Moosehaven every Monday 
night - one week in the 
auditorium and the next at the 
Health Center About half of 
the population generally turns 
out to play for cash prizes

by Opportunityprovided 
Lodge

Many of the residents take 
advantage of the facilities off the 
new Michigan Recreation 
Center to play cards, shoot pool 
or read in the library Then too, 
there are tables and booths and 
many bke to just sit and chat 
with their buddies as they enjoy 
their favonte refreshments

Towards evening the 
oldtimers can be seen 
converging on the shuffleboard 
qourts - many to play and 
others to Watch. The pier 
reaching out into the St John’s 
River is almost always occupied 
by one or more aged anglers 
trying their luck at landing a 
bass or one of the many other 
species of fish that abound in 
the river

• Christmas, New Year’s, 
Valentine’s and St Patrick’s 
Day parties are staged for the 
residents With dancing to live 

.food and 
being served

musics Uindi 
refreshments “
Picnics are held on July 4th and 
Labor Day and special programs 
are sponsored on both Mother’s 
and Father’s Day with every 
resident receiving a carnation to 
wear
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