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Business, Industry Leaders
- and Area Citizens. .

FROM: Ray lierry ?
Hayor 7

SUBJECT: THE "ECONOMIC CLIHA’I‘E AND OPPORTUNITY FOUND IN BUCHANAN, MICHIGAN.

» g - ~
The ,City of Buchanan takes pride in the quality of life offered, to its citi-
zens. In the past three (3) years, we have discovered that Business and
Industry have also found the "quality of economic '1ife" in Buchanan to be very
appealj_ng.

——

It gives me and the City Commission great satisfaction as we see in&ustry and
commerce in Buchaman and those who have been here for years expanding their
operations.

»

We "tip our hats" to yoy as you continue to progress toward vour various
growth goals because we know you've hired our people and together vour compa-
nies, our citizens, and our community - all - are the better for it.

Our staff remains ready to assist you with a variety of economic development
mechanisms, We remain committed to our goal of becoming the best place posai-
ble to live in and in which to do business.
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Food Special’riés Service Corp.

BUCHANAN — Thngs
appear to be progressing by
leaps and bounds for Wilham
and Kathleen Farhat, owners
of Food Specialties Service
Corporation The company,
which specializes in fresh food
products for the vending
mdustry, recently mdved its
production operations from 1ts
former site along East Front
Street to a brand new plant in
the. city's Andrews Farm
Industrial Park and even more
egpansion may be cormng

Food Specialties 1s headed by
M!.‘ Farhat, who 1s president of
the . gompany He has spent his
entire career n the restaurant
and food service industries and
1t10qks like his time and efforts
are.paying off Farhat started
Higbusiness in 1971 By 1978 he
Was -servicing 16~ chents 1n
Ipdiana and Michigan Today

service has gxpanded to °

inéliide chents 1 IHhnois and
stcbnsm too

The Farhats’
prepares, packages
detivers food products to
vending companies throughout
the four-state region Fifty-

business
and
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still growing

years

Farhat said, ‘““Ehe economic
outlook 1s very optimistic The
service we perform is in great
demand

There are a number of
factors that have contributed
to Food Specialties popularity
Three commonly cited reasons
are quahty, fleximhty and
profits

The big Buchanan facihty
prepares fresh food items to
vendor chent orders gvery day
and delivers the foéd orders
that eveming to the vendor’s
plant for serving on food
service locations the following
day Food Specialties Service
operates 1ts own independent,
fully equipped and profes-

. sionally staffed commissary

The company also offers a
wide range of personal
services and menu choices to
its customers Food Specialties
offers a three-week cycle menu

which—ncludes— over -150 —— —

different entree, sandwich,
salad, dessert and specnalty
items The customer can also
customize s menu by
ordering 1tems prepared to hus
own specifications or he can
choose a hittle of both

four employees now work for
Fobd. Specialties m Buchanan
Most have moved to a new

But perhaps the most
inportant thing Food Special-
ties offers 1s a profit margin for

Bill and Kathleen Farhat, owners of Food Specialties Service Corp , met with other company
officials and members of the City Commussion early last summer for ground-breaking ceremonies at
Andrews Farm Industrial Park. The foed products specialist started operations at its new home last

home 1n the industnal park but A A

some remain at gxe old plan‘; Monday (BCR staff photo) ~ ;B:cau:: ;ﬂ;’&gspe(ﬁgfn;mg(f;
‘bemg use ' - .

that 1s now being Growth has been relatively couple has an option to adding a 22,000 squaré foot bulk buyingand enforces tough

predommantly for warehous-
g Six years ago about 25
people worked for the
company

steady at the factory for the
Farhats but they're hoping the
growmng 1sn’t complete The

-

purchase the adjoimng lot mn
the industmal park and they
are seriously thinking about

‘bulding there that could help

them reach their goal of adding
30 new jobs n the next two

quahty control standards, its
customers make money from
thew products

Buchanan Area Chamber of Conamerce,
helping to create a
strong community through ...

BUCHANAN, MICHIGAN
Redbud Clty

- Four Flags Area Council On Tounsm
Downfown Development Aulhomy
Crime Sfoppers

Pears Mill
Buchanan Refail Division |
Member State & Nafional Chamber Association

Buchanan Communify Finance Authority ,
‘Buchanan Area Senior Association McCoy Creek Development Association
Economic Development Foundafion Southwestern Michigan Development Co., Inc.

‘Buchanan Area Chamber of Commerce and the Buchanan Retail
Division, representing growth and helping to makc Buchanan
“A Fine Place ‘l‘o Live?”

Andrews Industrial Park

PIC - Private Industry Council ‘
E'(‘;i)mmunily Leaders Forum
The United Way .

Community Sponsored Sporfing Events

Old Fashion Labor Day Celebration .

Perc Club
Redbud Award for Cmenship

FAM/LOVE Board -
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BUCHANAN — Eugene
Aalfs, owner of Aalfs
Petroleum, Inc, 223 S Post
Road, just won't let disaster
get mn the way of business
Localfiremen were summoned
to the company’s liome 1n the
early-mormng hours of Dec 17
and battled a blaze that
eventually destroyed a 40 by 40
foot storage and office area
Shortly thereafter Aalfs under-
went heart bypass surgery.

But business at Aalfs
continues as normal

Company offices hdave been
temporanly moved to Aalfs
Lunker Junction and Mr Aalfs
is recuperating well from
surgery In fact, by spring all
things should be back 1n
perfect order

Aalfs Petroleum is a regional
distributor of gasohine, Tuel ol
and other motor o1ls for home,
farm and industrnal use The

~ Tcompany’s servicé is generally

restricted to the Buchanan
area but it also provides fuel to
“sub-jobbers?” in Berrien
Springs and Niles

Nine employees work for the
business that was incorporated
by Aalfs in September of 1975
Before Aalfs bought the
business Standard 01l operated
a bulk plant at the same site for
over 20 years

Company officials say they
plan to rebumld the offices

r

‘Co-ops a longtime, diversi

BUCHANAN The
- Buchanan Co-ops was formed
in 1919 Charter members met

—

at the Bend of the River

Grange Hall on Walton Road
Since then the cooperative has
grown considerably to an
annual volume approaching
$14 million Today it serves a
large geographic area reach-
ing out as far as 50 mules to
parts of Michigan and Indiana

Services have been added
over the years to fill the heeds
of stockholders and customers
The Co-ops handles feed, seed
and fertilizer and has a service
station, hardware, ¢lothing,
lawn and garden supplies,
building materials, pole
buldings and farm equipment

The feed mill 1s located on
Railroad Street It still does
custom grinding for
customers Most of the feed
volume is handled mn bulk and
delivered to the farm and
placed directly n self-feeders
or bulk bins 'The farmer
delwvers gramn to the mill at
harvest time and has 1t stored
in the Co-ops grain bank, He
then draws on s grain bank
account when he needs feed
delivered.

Grain storage facihties are
at the Railroad Street location
and at the Bakertown Road
location, Storage is provided to
farmers who don’t want to sell
at harvest and want to wait for

- -

~

.

Operations continue as normal at the Aalfs Petroleum bulk
storage plant on Post Road despite a December fire that
destroyed company offices and storage space at the site. The

formerly located along Post

as normal ~ nothing is really

Road when the weather clears  going to change except we’ll

sometime 1n the spring
“Operations will be the same

have a different face,” they
said

w

]
ro
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Aalfs maintains service despite hurdles
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company, owned by Eugene Aalfs, plans to rebuild ite offices this

spring. (BCR staff photo)

One thing that may change at
the plant some time in the
future 18 ats bulk storage
capacity. One official sad,

r

The Buchanan Co-ops Feed Mill is only one of three Co-ops facilities that serve the community.
The ecompany hardware store is located along Days Avenue and the lumberyard-machinery division
is found along Bakertown Road, (BCR staff phota)

a possible better price later in
the year. The Co-op has over
600,000 bushel  storage
capacity,

Ten percent of Co-op sales
come from farm equipment

i

and parts. The machinery
division is located on Baker-
town Road Major lines are
Alhg-Chalmers and New
Holland. Kach consecutive
year gince 1969 the Co-op has

a

been one of the top 100 in sales
in the United States and
Canada for Allis-Chalmers,

A lumber division is also
located on Bakertewn Roud,
The company sells retail

> * < )
+‘We're, not sure when or how,

but we plan to expand our bulk
storage for industrial and farm
customers "

w

fied business

[}
L A e -

’ - " bt
lumber and sells aid erects
pole buildings* from this
location. LI

The fertilizer' division is also
at the Bakertown Road
location. ThHe seed and
chemical department is also at
*the site,

The hardware store and
main office1s on Days Avenue

Dong business with the
Co-op is not limited to stock-
holdets. Thirty percent of its
business is done with mon-
stockholders  There are
advantages to bemg a stock:
holder. To quabfy, Co-op
bylaws state a person must
have & potential to purchase
$250 worth of merchandise n
ofie year and-or sell $300 worth
of produce 1n the same time
The person must be 'actively
engaged in agriculture produc-
tion,

All of the profits derived
from the business with stock-
holders is returned to the
stockholders in the form of.
cash and allocated credits.
~ Co-op representatives feel
their company is a viable part
of the ¢community It employs
44 persons, with an annual
payroll of over $750,000. The
Co-op realizes over $250,000 of
sales per employee,

The Co-op is optimistic about
the future of agriculturs and
feals it i8 an importdnt part of
thie community.

LaSalle looks
to strong 1985

BUCHANAN -~ 1985 could be
a very strong year for LaSalle
Federal Savings and Loan
Association, With interest
rates.  subsiding lending
actually will expand to create
employment and a need for a
vast number of sales and

.

services, claim company
officials

LaSalle Federal, head-
quartered at 720 East Front
and with a branch along Mamn
Street, 19 a federally chartered
savings and loan association
that serves Berrien, Cass, Van

°

Buren and Allegan couties.
LaSalle Federal has served
the community for nearly 75
years Company representa-
tives say they contribute to the
Buchanan economy by
making dollars available to
citizens to purchase, remodel

and expand homes. The
institution also  offers
consumer loans for auto-
mobiles and recreational
vehicles, A
LaSalle Federal is a mutual
corporation that employs about
45 Buchanan area residents.
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T = ——=— - - - Thisisoneofseveral pieces of equipment used by employees of Bill Beers Railroad Contractor,
. Inc , in their efforts to build, maintain and repair railroad tracks. Bi)l Beers has nearly 25 years of
railroading experience (BCR staff phote) .

Clark Components fits revitalizati

BUCHANAN — As part of
Clark Equipment Company’s
revitalization plan the Clark
Components Company was
formed with Raemond F
German as its president, as a
separate business umt in late
1983 Clark Components
Company is a manufacturer of
axles, transmssions and

torque converters used m off-
highway (imdustrial) equip-
ment. * .

The worldwide engmneering
and North -American sales
headquarters are located at 324
East Dewety Avenue. The

rate Laboratories, which
provides engineering test

Weldun draws from
talented employee pool

BUCHANAN —  The
economic outlook seems steady
for 1985 for Weldun Precision
Machine, 915 Terre Coupe
Road, a manufacturer of
precision machmmed com-
pounents.

Gregory P Hanson is the
owner of the business that has
been located at its present site
smce 1979, Nearly 60 people
work at the Buchanan plant

According to a company
representative one segment of
the company’s business that
looks good this year is the

2

manufacturing of high tech
components for the computer
industry.

Hanson has said, “‘One of our
goals at Weldun Precision
Machine is to draw from the
local community in terms of
people needs. Whenever a
position opens up at our
facihty, we do our best to draw
from the local area to help fill
that posihon That way we help
put money back imto the
community in terms of housing
or any type of spending that
that person does,”

Michigan National leads

at state and local levels

BUCHANAN — Michigan
National Bank opened its local
offices along West Front Street
i the mud 19708 but the
company has a long and

-distinguished history state-

wide,

Michigan National is a
subsidiary of the Michigan
National Corporation Banks, It
18 the third largest banking
institution in the state, It was
the first bank in Michigan to
introduce drive-in banking and
currently has the state's
largest bank credit card
division (Visa-Mastercard).

Nearly 150 employees work
for the bank — four of them
locally. Michigan National is a
full service bank that inclides
trust and international banking

L3N

~
départments It offers a wide
variety of nvestment oppor-
tunities as well as business
accounts and services

The bank provides cohsumer
and nstitutional loans as well
as mortgages and commercial
loans. Investment and con-
sumer savings opportunities
are also available through the
bank. -

About 2.5 million customers
are served by Michigan
National Statewide. A number
of branches, including
Buchanan, recently installed 24
hour  automatic  teller
machines which can handle
about 90 percent of the routine
transactions performed by the
bank's customers.

2

facilities and materials
research services for the
various companies of Clark as
well as outsjde customers, are

located at 821 East Front
Street . There are 261,
employees 1n these two
Buchanan locations

The 7( acres of Buchanan

Pages

Beers performs unique
but necessary services

BUCHANAN — Bill Beers
Railroad Contractor, Inc., 1001
S Bakertown, does a some-
what unusual but necessary job
for a pumber of industries mn
the midwest, It bwlds, mam-
tains and repairs railroad
tracks for them.

Bill and Jean Beers started

_up their company 1n Buchanan

eight years ago — but they’re
certamnly no strangers to the
railroad construction business
Mr Beers was the owner of W
R. Beers Inc, a railroad
construction company that was
born mn 1960 He successfully
‘operated that business for,
nearly six years before selling
the company and going back to
work for the Penn Central
Railréad Company
Beers was a supervisor for
Penn Central for four years but
then got a hankerng for a
return to private enterprise
He started “‘serious contract-
ing” out of lus home 1n 1976 and
worked from there for five or
SIX years,

property, left vacant by the
consohdation of the manu-
facturing operations of the
_Clark Components Company,
were donated to the City of
Buchanan, Much of this land
has since been sold to vanous
firms as part of a downtown
redevelopment activity

/

on plan

Then, with the aid of City
Manager Clyde Remmo, Beers
and his company became the
first tenants of what 18 now
known as the Andrews Farm
Industrial Park  Beers
purchased his industnal site
from the Buchanan Co-ops and
meved nto a new 40 x 80 foot
bulding about three years ago.

‘The railroad contractor does
work 1n Michigan, Indiana,
Ohio, Wisconsin and Ilinows
and employs nearly a dozen
local individuals,

Jean Beers is the company’s
secretary-treasurer The
Beers’ son-in-law, Toby Erns-
berger, 1s a supervisor for the
business Roger Teeter 1s
general foreman. Earl
Waldron 1s n charge of sales
Sandra ‘Boyer 18 the company
office secretary.

David Quin 1s one of the
business’ equipment operators,
Bruce Beers, Scott Krueger,
Steve Teeter, Tony Gughotta
and Denms Wickler are all
laborers A

Customers served by Clark
Components Company
required more products in 1964
as the nation and world
economy continued to expand
While peak. requirements, like
those experienced in the 1970,
are not foreseen, 1985 13
expected to sustan the 1984
product demand levels,

This new piece of programmable machinery is one way that Pinlock Machine, Inc. keeps up
with the ever-increasing demands of its customers. The machine can perform high-tech jobs for the
- Days-Avenue business. (BCR staff photo)

Technology helping' Pinlock

BUCHANAN — New
equipment and ‘a general
warmng trend in the economy
could mean more business for
Dayid Reitz and his business,
Pinlock Machine, Ine,

Reitz 18 president of the
computer controlled machine
shop located along Days
Avenue. He has been in
business for nearly 15 years,

Pinlock recently installed a

new computer system and

computerized machinery that
will advance its efforts in
precision work. Eight people
work at the Buchanan plant

Most of them are skilled”
laborers who must know how to
operate the complicated
machinery used,

1”&1:“ tec‘;x‘t:lt:mers are
oca sta . According
to Reitz and an economic
development agreement be-

tween Pinlock and the city,
future expansion is expected at
its present facility in the next
few years,

The machine shop supports
many programs sponsored
through the local elementary
and middle schools as well as
providing payroll to its
employees, most of whom live
in the immediate Buchanan
aml

- ey s -



Aaron Quick, part owner of Creative Candy, Inc., keeps a close ey} on a mixture that will
eventually be transformed into a batch of locally produced lollypops. (BCR staff photo)

Quicks think candy is dandy

BUCHANAN — Howard,
Roger and Aaron Quck

probably have the sweetest -

business mn town Creative
Candy, Inc, 204 Post Road,
began making Old Fashioned
Hand Made Lolhes (loliypops)
in 1983 and expanded produc-
tion to include home-made
fudge late in 1964 proving at
least one thing — a lot of people
have a sweet tooth

The Quicks, when production
is going full blast, can turn
10,000 pounds of sugar inte
200,000 lollipops 1n a week The
company lhterally offers
dozens of flavors that are

grabbing the attention of candy

connoisseurs m the midwest =

and across the country It
appears the recent hine of fudge
is also grabbing its own share
of customers

The business is housed m a
former welding and fiberglass
manufacturing shop When the
business first announced:
production i 1963 Howard
Quick said he expected to
employ 70 people when the
factory reached full

production

Howard owns Creative

- Candy with his brother Roger

Steam generators used
all around the country

BUCHANAN — The manu-
facturing of steam generators
and cleaners is what the
Electric Steam Generators
Corporation, 600 South Oak
Street, specializes in .

Owner Lynn Doane moved
the business to Buchanan from
Michigari City, Ind. in 1980 and.
said the company is pleased
with the change in location .,

“Business has been a little
slow this past year but we have
no plans to move and hope in
the near future to be able to
expand,”’ sald Doans,

Doane employs four people

3

at the southside plant. They
make a full ine of steam
cleaners and generators
designed to be used in a
number of different ways.

Companies that use or have
ased products manufactured
by Electric Steam Generators
include: the Continental Can
Company, Florsheim Shoes,
Delco, Clayton Mark, Copy
Pak, Dow Chemical, Wells
Manufacturing, Detroit
Edison, Azar’s, General Time,
Sundstrand Aviation, and the
Federal Aviation Commission.

I

and s son Aaron. Howardis a
former Buchanan resident who
moved out. west and then
returned to his hometown to
take up the candy business

Quick didn't claim to bring
any new ideas to the lollipop
business but he hoped that a
long-time nterest mn candy
making would help him
succeed n the wholesale candy
business; it apparantly has,

Creative Candy started with
regional distribution but con-
sumer demand for the lollipops
and fudge has made the
company nationally known.

chairs, couches and swings

4
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Jack-Post new in city

but not to community

4

BUCHANAN — The Jack-
Post Corporation may be a
rvelatively new 1ndustrial
resident of Buchanan but the
company has supported the
commumty from Gahen for

nearly 20 years

Jack-Post was born around
1967 when 1t started manu-
facturing adjustable steel posts
(jack-posts) that are used for
floor support 1n thousands of
basements around the country
Today the business 1s owned by
John Bycraft and Charles
Pomeroy and now specializes
m all kinds of steel tubing
fabrication

Jack-Post’s main product 1s
lawn furmture, including>

But it also manufactures
basketball nms and hoops, flag
polées, clothes-line poles,
mdoor-outdoor wood racks and
a number of other items

The company buys mostly

- “giforts” at the Buchanan

round, but some square, steel
tubing and through a senes of
fabricating processes makes
its end product

Jack-Post announced a hitle

Ver a year ago'it was moving —

its manufacturing operations
from Gahen to 800 East Third
Street in Buchanan 1nto one of
the former Clark Equpment
industrial complex bwldings
Nearly 120 people work for the
company About 20 of those
employees still work m the
Galien plant — the other 100
Dow, work 1 Buchanan

Company officials say they
have no immediate plans for
expansion but renovation

building will continue through
1985 and they are lookurig for a
coninuing strong year m the
home improvement and buld-
g markets thewr company
serves

Farmers Credit works

closely with

BUCHANAN —  The
Buchanan Farmers Credif
Union, unlike some of 1its
competition n the savings and
loan business, takes pnde in
individuahzed service and a
personal touch The credit
uhion, headquartered m the
downtown Co-ops office along
Days Avenue, rehies heavily on
the farming community

Many of Farmers Credit’s
competitors have switched to
mechanical banking but this
credit union has steered away
from that type of sterlized -
service and 1ts accompanying
costs Much of the institution’s
work 1s done the old fashioned
way — by people.

Farmers Crédit has nearly
2,300 members who hold $85 -
millionn assets. A big share of
the credit union’s business 1s
done with area farmers so i
the agricultural commumty
has a good year the credit
umon will grow

agriculture

The credit union, *while
housed 1n the Buchanan Co-ops
facility, 1s a separate entity. 1t
works closely with the Co-ops
but has its own bpard of
directors to set 1ts course The
company curréntly employs
eight individuals- who hve in
the Buchanan community and
the business and 1ts employees
place a lgh value on
supporting the community.

Farmers Credit supports
many youth actwities mciud-
ng most athletic programs and
particularly the local httle
league The company 15 also a
major supporter of the Berrien
County Youth Fair

The credit umon has been in
Buchanan since 1932 and it still
offers competitive iInterest
rates for depoeits and for
personal and real estate loans
It 18 currently expanding its
Days Avenue work area by
nearly 50 percent.

The individual serves the industrial system not by supplying
it with savings and the resulting capital; he serves it by

consuming its products.

—John Kenneth Gailbraith

Technickel, Inc., is a relatively new resident of the former Clark industrial complex in
Buchansn, The company specializes in metal plating services. (BCR staff photo)

-
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These are some of the workers that Larry Gardiner credits as
a reason for his, company’s success In the last year. Gardiner

People-oriented Fapco enjoys prosperity

BUCHANAN — Perhaps no
Buchanan business has exper-
ienced the rate of %}'W'h iﬂ:lat
Larry Gardiner's Fapco, Inc
saw in 1984 Gardiner started
lus packaging service business
1n 1970 with two employees. By
the end of 1983 Gardner had
about 30 workers Today over
80 individuals are full-time
workers at the Terre Coupe
Road plant and even more
hinng 18 expected in the near
future.

Bilﬁm'ar, Inc.
building up

in Buchanan

BUCHANAN Lower
interest rates could mean more
busmess for Bill and Margo
Green and their construchion
company, Bilmar, Inc Bilmar,
also known as B G Green
Construction, has been in the
community for nearly 12 years
performing commercial,
industnal, residential and
agricultural construction®
work.

Green considers himself to
be a general contractor and s
job history backs up that
claim. He has. constructed
homes, offices, pole buildings
and done excavation work
throughout the Buchanan area-
Bilmar also speciahizes 1n
building remodeling.

Green said his company can
‘draw up plans and erect a
bwilding or can follow some-
one else’s blueprints He
believes the homes he builds
help attract people to
Buchanan,

Green is also renowned
locally for his contributions of
‘tifne” and equipment for
tommunity projects. Green
moat recently dofiated bull-
dozer time, gravel and fill dirt
to help in the construction of
the city's River Park. He also
uses his construction expertise
as he serves on the Berrien
County Road Commission,

Bilmar, Inc. currently

employs six people.

Gardiner runs a “people
ortented”’ business and that
approach 18 paying off Tor hm
He nearly doubled his produc-
tion staff this year and spent
over $400,000 to build additipnal
operatng and storag€ space
along Terre Coupe Road

Gardiner said, “Things look
very bnght We could have
more dramatic growth, such as-
we have had n the last half of
vlm "

Fapco packages parts and

Inter-City Bank, located along

g

-

owns Fapeo, Inc., an industrial, packaging specialist that is
gaining quick noloriety around the country. (BCR staff photo)

products for a number of
companies 1n the mdwest and
the husiness is quickly becom-
ng kaown as the top packager
in that region. But Gardiner
and his staff haye bigger goals

“Our goal i8 to be recognized
as the best in our industry by
July 1986. We plan to do this by
Browing professionally as well
asn size i order to be able to
care for more customers,” said”
Gardiner,

The company is also a

b oo d

R

Main Street in Buchanan, $aw a near-record year in 1984 and

distrbutor of tri-wall shipping
containers and Daubert VCI
papers both special
packaging products.

Gardiner gives much of the
credit for his company’s
success to his employees. He
feels: they have contributed
greatly to Fapco’s success and
growth

An employeée-onented pro-
gram to develop incentives and”
personal growth is presently
being developed at the plant

]

T .'.a.‘

company officials hope low interest andiaflation rates will carry the success over to 1985, (BCR staff

photo)

F.S. Carbon means waffles

BUCHANAN — For many
waffle lovers across the nation
malted ‘v’:ri‘tilﬂ:;e cityar?
8 Ymous ol
Byulz:ohnamn. That's because the
F. S Carbon Company has
been producing its malted
walfle and pancake flour
Jocally since 1929,

The company has grown and
takes pride in being a part of
the overall growth of the
commumty Operations in
Buchanan are conducted at a
number of sites, Its main office
is located along Days Avenue

but production, shipping and
warehousing facilities are
presently located at various
sites :lli;.;gmmd m’l‘rail and
Rang! , company
most recently purchised a
building that was formerly
part of the Clark industrial
complex.

Carbon owns the trademark
for “Malted Waffles” which
obviously means the product is
known nationally. In fact, the
flour is probably used in every
state in the country. But the

business, which employ';
dozens of workers, does'more

than manufacture and sh¥b,,

waffle and pancake flour It
also produces the waffle irons
used to cook the flour at its
Rangealine Road plant,

[ 3
In its 55 years in the
community Carbon has been a
strong supporter of local
projects and improvements,
The business donates funds to
niany charitable organizations
as well as school sponsored

activities.
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Fal kensteins
blossoming
since 1937

BUCHANAN — In 1937
Charles W Falkenstein started
a business, now known as
Buchanan Floral Company and
_Greenhouses, in the basement
of lis home. By 1948 Falken-
stemn moved to a bigger bwid-
g and n 1962 he bwlit the

facility In 1972 additional
greenhouse space was added to
the West Front Street location
to bring it+to its present status
Today the business 18 owned
by Falkepstein’s wife and son,
Mrs. R A Falkenstein and
Chuck Falkenstemn, They
speciahize 1n potted plants and
greenhouse grown cut flowers,
Employment at the green-
house varies from season to
season but generally four to
seven people work there No
expansion 1s expected soon but

-~ the Falkensteins say if the

commumty contiues to grow
their busimmess will naturally
have to expand to meet the
needs of the area to continue to
provide them with top-notch

service,

In the 48 years the business
has been in the community it
has been a strong supporter of
local projects and organiza-
tions. Chuck Falkenstemn is a
member of the Lions Club and
the business 15 a member of the
Buchanan Area Chamber of
Commerce It contributes to
many school programs, law
enforcement agencies and the
annual Miss Buchanan
festivities,

Old Kent Bank
offers complete

financial- services

BUCHANAN — 0Old Kent
Bank — Southwest 15 head-
quartered mm Niles but it
services much of Buchanan
with its branch office at
Redbud Square Old Kent, a
full-service commercial bank,
serves the financial needs of
Berrien and Cass counties wath
16 regiwonal offices. The bank
has been in the area-for over 51
years The Buchanan office
opened six yedrs ago.

Bank officials are optimistic
that southwestern Mnclngan‘

throughout 1985. Old Kent, they
say, has been and wili continue
to be a partner in the growth
and development of the
Bachanan comrunity through
its professional commercial

lending facilities. =

The community’s ntial .
well'being is also enhanced
through the availabihty of
savings and investment
products which offer safety
dnd competitive rates of
return, This keeps community
resources available for
reinvestment within the com-
munity through loans to

businesses- as ~ well
individuals

K'l‘h: gx;nkis :imlngiliate oft?kl
ent Financial Corporatio!
which is a 19 bank holdi&
c¢ompany with resources in
excess of ¥4 billion. Total
deposits at the end of 1984 had
risen to $222 million, Today the

bank ein| 218 e at its

-~ present-store and greenhouse

’
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HSC, THE RESPIRATOR THAT
FITS COMFORTABLY -

Satisfies OSHA Requirements
NIOSH/MSHA approved

Protect your workforce againist more than 500

airborne contaminants with HSC’s uniquely .__ __ S

designed respirator. The rugged extra-large

diaphragm breather valve facilitates exhaling to

keep the wearer cool and dry, while the soft

| lighttveight facepiece “snugs” up asstiring a high protection
factor Small, Medium and Large sizes available. FREE CATALOG

HSC Corporation
107 E. Alexander St.
Buchanan, Ml 49107
Phone: 616/ 695 9663

- - -, h et - -
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7 ' Specializing in

o NATIONAL-STANDARD |
Forged Products Division

Since 1938

HOT/COLD Forged and Machined Component Parts
for Agricultural and Automotive Industries.

103 West Smith Street, Buchanan

Lb‘oking for a
Mortgage Loan"

LaSALLE FEDERAL HAS BEEN PROV]D]NG
MORTGAGE FINANCING FOR 75 YEARS.

We are continning our commitment to provide home

mortgages and promote the growth and stability of.the

economy of Southwestern Michigan,

LaSALLE offers balloon mortgages, fixed rate fixed term
mortgages, or adjustable rate mortgages to fit your
individual needs. Call any office for full details.

\

e

LaSalle Federal Savings and Loan Association

Buchanan Bﬁdgman Coloma  Decatur  Fennville
695-3884 465-5500 468-6741 423-7081 561-8885

695-0811"

¥
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- Saluting the Buchanan B
- Industrial Community :
4 ‘ 1 ir ,
William’s 3
Printing
‘ood -«

o Spec!al"les ~Qualiii‘y printing of: -
Se P v lce Advertising flyers, |
Cﬂl‘p' - Broadsheet and tabloid

newspapers,
“Your Custom Food Service _ Typesetfing qn'd layout, -
' Management Company” Complete darkroom facilities,
— Wide variety of ink colors.
- 460 Post Road . .
715 East Front Street 206 Days Avenue,
Buchanan Buchanan, Michigan
(616) 695-6853 k 695-6123 .

C & S Machine Products, Inc.
manufactures products for aerospace,

.road oquipment and hydraulic. Asa

Products is proud to be a growing part

of the Buchanan !ndustry.

energy control, the medical field, off the

nationally known company, C & S Machine -

—~=FOR AN EVEN Bt TER YOMORROW

- Products to insure the highest quality

C & S Machine Products, Inc.
Incorporated in 1966, this current 18,000

square foot facility is equipped with the
most modern equipment available. Quality
control is important to- C & S Machine

standards are met.

e DTGP —
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Gearhart specializes

for R.V. industries

BUCHANAN — Gearhart
Milhng and Job Werk, located
on South Oak Street,
specializes n custom wood-

working and pattern malang

for the recreational vehicle
industry in the Michiana area
Gearhart-"Milling’s owner
and sole operator, Kenny
Gearhart, has worked from the
shop's present site since 1958
when he purchased the
building The structure the job
shop 1s presently located m is
no stranger to the communty
either It was built in 1916,
Gearhart’s busmess s

-

industries in Elkhart and
Goshen, Ind

Gearhart has served on a
number of city hoards and
committees over the years and
he believes his buswmess 1s
needed and appreciated by
other businesses in the com-
mumty By using the services
s shop has to offer other
businesses  keep their
employees busy, said Gear-
hart

Expansion of the shop 1s not
on the immediate horizon but
Gearhart beheves the
economic outlook for his
business for 1985 1s ‘*‘very

Kenny Gearhart, owner of Gearhart Milling, has done custo‘m woodworking for the
recreational vehicle industry of Michiana for over thirty years. The shop has heen at its Qak Street

location since 1916, (BCR staff photo)

regional with most of s e
pattern work done for RV * good

Customer

BUCHANAN — The aty’ of
Buchanan and Michigan Bell
have stayed on top of telecom-
munications technology since
the first telephone hne went
mnto operation 1n 1881 connect-
mg the city with Niles,

Early records show that the
first telephone 1n Buchanan —
the second in Berrien County —
was installed at a small
business owned by John
Morris, a representative of the
Mi Telephone Company,
which Iater became Michigan

service the top priority at Michigan Bell -

{28 Main Stroe, Buchanan
206 South Main, Galien

Bell At least exght customers
subscribed to the Buchanan
system at that time,

Today, Michigan Bell serves
more than 4,000 residence and
business. customer lines from
the Buchanan switching office
at North Oak and West Dewey
streets, said Judy Lectka, local
corporate affairs manager.

Major changes took place in
1977 when Miclugan Bell spent
$2 3 million on a new electronic
switching center 1n Buchanan
to improve and expand its

LS

695-3815
. 345-3355

telecommunications facihhes,
including a buil addition
The current swi equp-
ment can serve as many as
8,000 customers at a rate of
19,000 calls per hour
“Our top prionty always s to

' provade our customers with the

best-possible service,” Lectka
said, ‘“Today, Miclugan Bell is
meeting changing telecom-
munications demands by being
on the leading edge of
technology.”

I’s heen a year since the

We're inYour Corner
... iInOur Corner
of Michigan.

-
)

breakup of the American__same time, we are eager to

Wedding Invitations
Contact Us Today For Any of Your Special Printing Needs

(616) 695-3877 ¢

206 Days Avenue Buchanan,

Telephone and Telegraph Co
and the start of Michigan Bell's
second life as a part of

Amefitech — the parent

move on as part of Amenitech
and meet the challenges of the
Information Age

Now, a year after divesti-

company of the Bell operating ! o
compamnies in Michigan, Ohuo, m prL:ft?aco:fagﬁg forumour
Indmna/and Illinois, customers the first year. This

“We're proud of our affilia- Year, while we continue to
tion with AT & T andwe're sad  1nform our customers about °
to see It end,” Michigan Bell the changes-that have taken
President William P, Vititoe Place, our first prionty still is
s3id 1 January last year, the  '0 provide them with the best
time of divestiture, “At the Possible service

- Giving the Area Quality, In-house
~ Printing for Over 120 Years
With Such Items & Services As:

ing.

. Buthper Stickers Waedding Accessorles Letterpress &
Flyers hd Tickéts Offaet Printing
Books Award Certificates Imprinting

. Bulleting . Invitations Photo-typesetting
Programs Posters Professional Design
Letterheads Raffis Tickets Darkroom*
Envelopes Labels Collating
Brochures Memo Pads Binding
Business Carda Catalogs Folding
Personalized Stationery  Calenders Cutting
Business Forms - Involces Quick Copying
Carboniess Forms Purchase Orgera Punching
Menus Invoices

M1 49107
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Pallet Products ready for 1985

BUCHANAN — ‘Buchanan
Pallet Products, South Post
Road, has had to overcome a
great deal of adversity to stay
afloat during the past few
years. But owners Jack W
Webb and Jack F Welbaum
are hoping they are over the
hump

Buchanan Pallet repairs,
buys and -sells used wooden
pallets in a 100 mile radwus of
the city But this business,
maybe more than most, was
nearly devastated when the
Clark Equipment Company
ceased local manufacturing
operations. Buchanan Pallet
was nearly dependent upon
Clark when if, started and still
rehed heavily on Clark when
the company announced it
would be leaving Buchanan

Webb and Welbaum weorked
hard and rounded up other
accounts to replace Clark

Then May 24, 1982, their
bulding was destroyed by fire
A pallet loader was destroyed
in the blaze and some trucks
were damaged But the com-
pany showed some uncanny
Tesilience by restarfing opera-

tions two days after the fire
Webb started the business
nearly 14 years ago n the back
yard of his home, His only
account then was Clark Equip-
ment In May 1975 Webb sold
s company to Eugene Aalfs
and Welbaum Aalfs and
Welbaum changed the name of
the business to Buchanan
Pallet Products, Five months

later Aalfs sold his interest in )

the business back to Webb

The company salvages
pallets from all kinds of
busmesses and industry Most
of the used pallets would
probably be hauled to a landfill
and-or destroyed. Webb and
Welbaum say they offer
businesses a great savings by
repairing used pallets — the
cost of a rebuilt one 1s about
half that ofmew

Five employees work at the

“pallet plant and Webb and

Welbaum expect their business
to remain steady 1 1985 In
1984 business was ‘‘pretty
good” but the owners noted
things ‘‘just depend upon

supply and demand*-thisyear—— ———
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Buchanan Pallets repars, buys and sells wooden pallets in a 100 mile radius of Buchanan Jack
Webh, co-owner of the business, started the business 14 years ago in the back yard of his home (BCR

staff photo)

e e — e —

Sir William's prints publications, schedules, inserts

BUCHANAN — Craig and
Kent Spoke, aowners of Sir
Wilham'’s Printing, 206 Days
Avenue, have .been m the
prnting business for seven
years They print the Berrien
County Record and the Lake
Country Chronicle, two news-
papers pubhshed by

Buchanan’s Donald Holmes
But most people are unaware
of the number of other
pubhications they priht

The company also prints a
number of student and um-
versity publications for
Andrews Umversity in Berrien
Springs, The New Buifalo

Times and South Bend Com-
mumcator are also printed by
Sir Wilham’s Qther jobs the
prmting operation 1S respan-
sible for 1nclude eclass
schedales for the Edwardsburg
Publc Schools, Lake Michigan
College, Brandywine, Niles
and Southwestern Michigan

College, the Lake Michigan
Journal; Equine Times, the
Berrien Springs hgh school
newspaper; and Notre Dame
Umversity Information hand-
books

The brothers also print a
number of advertising nserts
for businesses and orgamza-

tions in the Michiana area

Kent Spoke purchased the
business from William Fire-
stone, a former pubhisher of the
Berrien County Record, nearly -
seven years ago and his
brother joined him a short tume
later

,g -

\
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Jack-Post Corporation

is happy to be

a new member

of the

- Buchanan Com

w
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Quality: control vital for C&S standards

BUCHANAN — C & S
Machine Products was founded
mn 1966 to meet the needs of a
new market and” today the
company continues to work
toward satisfying developing
market areas around the
nation

In-1966 Juseph Saratore and
Harley Cole, formed a
company to service Stude-
baker automotive parts
because the Studebaker

Industrious -
Words of Wisdom

Avarice, the spur of industry.
—David Hume

Essays of Civil Liberty -

History suggests that
capitalism is a necessary
condition for political freedom.
Clearly it is not a sufficlent
condition.

—Milton Friedman

Capitalism inevitably and by
virtue of the very logic of its
civilization creates, educates
and subsidizes a vested
interest in social unrest.

—Jaseph Alois Schumpeter

There is inherent in the
capitalist system a tendency
toward self-destruction,

—Joseph Alois Schumpeter

The pulse of modern life is
economic and the fundamental
principle of economic produc-
tion is individual indepen-
dence.

—Cht’en Tu-hsl

The' inherent vice of capi-
talism is the unequal sharing of
¢ blessings; the Inherent virtue
of socialism is the equal
% sharing of miseries.

. ~Winston Churchill

Labor disgraces no man;
unfortunately you occasionally
ﬁnd men disgrace labor.

-—Ulysses 8. Grant

" Products Division,

Corporation had recently gone
out of business. Wathun a year
Saratore had acquired all of
the company’s stock and
moved operations toits present
site at 215 Soath Post Rodd
Saratore’s shop started in a
garage. Three different

bmld'mg expansions have
brought that garage to an
attractive 18,000 square foot

acnhty._'l‘mzem.;talx_people,

who earn nearly $500,000 1n pay
a year, work for Saratore.

C & S 13 a high precision
machine shop that bwnlds paris
for manufacturers of energy
control and electrome equip-
ment It does work for the
automotive, awrcraft, material
handling and government
contract indastries too. The
company specializes 1n

sophisticated jobs that many
other machine shops simply

€ & 8 Machine was founded nearly 20 years ago to service a
Studebaker auto parts\ market. Today the ‘company’s market has

200 employed at

BUCHANAN s -
National-Standard

The
Forged .
owned by
the National-Standard
Company, has a long and
illustrious history in the
Buchanan area, Dan Larson
started a steel plating business
m the city n the early 19308
That business has now grown
to be known nationally as a
major part of National
Standard’s opérations

Larson installed two forging
hammers at the plant a few
years after opening but
financial difficulties forced
him to sell the business and in
1938 Buchanan Steel Products
Corporation was formed. The
company’s work focused
mainly on the automotive
ndustry until the 19508 when
the company shited to an
agriculturally based operation.

The Natnonal-St;mdard Com-

Gordon Plastics is now a fully-owned subsidiary of Bhar, Inc. of Fort Wayne. Urmilia
Bhargava is president of the plastic producu manufacturer. (BCR staff photo)

aren’t quahfied to do Plant
departments mclude mulling,
gun drilling, lathe and
grinding,

Quality control, 13 an
important part of the C & S
operations. Saratore said, “We
continually update our equip-
ment to msure that the highest
quality standards for our
customers are always met "

The company’s business
used to be located primarily in

expanded to the aircratt, material handling and government \\

this region but economic
conditions have allowed it to
expand to the sunbelt, east and
west coasts. Saratdre admitted
1981 and 1982 were lean years
for hus company Things picked
up considerably in 1983 and
1984 was a “profitable’” year,
said Saratore,

C & S recently expanded its
sales staff and company
officials are hoping 1985 will be
as profitable as 1984, -

coniract indlutrles too. (BCR staff photo)

pany acquired Buchanan
Steelin 1964 and established it
as a division. After the
acqusition it bought out
Hubbard Tool and Gauge,
which was located next to the
steel plant on W. Smith Street
That. shop now serves as the
factory’s machine shop. In 1968
cold forging was added to the
Buchanan operation

Today the company still does
primarily agriculture and

Nahonal-Standard

automotive related work. It
employs nearly 200 people at
the Buchanan site. Another 75
employees are working at a
plant located m Havana, Ili
Company officials say they
expect little to po change ip
their business in the next year
and expansion is not in the
short-term outlook But the
company does expect ta
maintain 1ts position as one of
the top employers m the aity,

New owners hoping for

plastics industry growth

BUCHANAN = Gordon
Plastics, Inc became a
fully-owned subsidiary of
Bhar, Inc., a Fort Wayne based
plastics manufacturer a little
over a year ago The company,
formerly owned by Paul
Twyman, 18 now headed by
Urmilla Bhargava, president
of Bhar, Inc

Gordon Plastics, located on
West Fourth Street, makes
plastic parts for the auto-
motive  industry, farm
machinery, household
apphances, hardware for
windows and other assorted
plastic 1tems,

A statement announcing the
appointment of Bhargava to
the position of president last

summer said 32 people were
employed at the plant. A loan
application submitted and
accepted by the Buchanan City
Commussion last spring said
the business planned to hire
another mine individuals in the
next year

The lodan reéceived by Gordon
Plastics 18 funded through a
revolving loan fund made yp of _
momes received by the aty'
from a Small Cities Com-
munity Development Block
Grant

Gordon Plastics has been i
business for over seven years,
Bhar's financial statement for
1983 showed $608,000~in assets
and over $2 million in sales.

W

lndustrlous Words of Wisdom

o ~

Aroas,

We must embark on a bold new program for making the
henefits of our scientific advances and industrial progress
available for the lmprovement and growth of underdeveloped

~Harry 8 Truman

of

.

»

Entrepreneurial profit.. is the expression of the value of what
the entrepmw contributes (o production in exactly the same
sense that wages are the value expression of what the worker
“produces.” It is not a prom of exploitation any more than are

~Joseph Alols Schumpeter

-
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' "Food Specialties Service Corp, moved to its new home in the Andrews Farm Industrial Park . - e
! last Monday. The new building nearly triples the company’s work space. (BCR staff photo) Quality control is an important part of Food Specialties
employeestvwork days. These women are making sandwiches that

. will be sold in vending machines throughout the four-state region -~
served by the company, (BCR staff photo)

This indoor loading dock inakes truck drivers’ jobs easier and safer than it was when the
company was located along East Front Street. (BCR staff photo) "

»

e — i

Industrious Words of Wisdom « |

Food Products ready for deli p
' arvea prioc Y . e({.bl!to'lndl‘g:l{l:lr ;u.m?d'ﬂl; ::?mw‘:l :::t There are persons who constantly clamor, They~complain of oppression, speculation, and

at a congtant of i . (BC persicious influence of wealth, They cry out londly against all banks and corporations, and a means <
3 o iemperatare R stalf photo) by which small capitalists become united in order to produce important sind beneficial results They .

carry on mad hostility against all established institutions, They would choke the fountain of industry

and dry all streams. ‘ ’

—Daniel Webster .

: REEEE : A Still one thing more, fellow citizens — a wise and frugal government, which shall restrain men
st T S @ e from injuring one another, which shall Jeave them otherwise free to regulate their own pursuits of
e : ‘ industry and improvement, and shall not take fronz the mouth of 1abor the bread it hag earned 'This is
the sum nfv_good government, and this is necessary to close the circle of oir felicities.
t

. ~~Thomas Jelferson

»

They (the Pilgrin> ¥ athers) fell upon an ungenial climate, where there were nine months of
winter'and three month:, of cold weather, and that called out the best energies of the men, and of the
women to06, to get a mere subsistence out of the soll, with suth a climate. In their efforts to do that
they cultivated industry and frugality at the same time — which is the real foundation of the
greainess of the Pilgrims,

- «Ulysses S, Grant

.
Ot all the classes that stand face to face with the bourgeoisie today, the proletariat alone i a
really revolutionary cluss. The other classes decay and finally disappear in the race of modern
industry; the proletariat is its special and essential product.
, —The Communist Manifesto, -)
Kayrl Marx and Friedrich Engels

Everyman, as long as he does not violate the laws of justice, is left perfectly free to pursue his
own interest his own way, and to bring both his industry and cspital into competition with those of any
other man or order of men. The sovereign is completely discharged from a duty, in the attempting to N
perform which he must always be exposed to Innumerable delusfons, and for the proper performance
of which no human wisdom or knowledge could ever be sufficlent: the duty of superintending the

,These spanking new kitchen facllities’ will "help Fooq  OUPHY of private people. —Adam Smith
Specialties cooks prepure the food that is distributed in Michigan, R
Indiana, lllinols and Wisconsin. (BCR staff photo) ) . . g
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Electro-Voice known worldwide for quality

BUCHANAN — There aren't
many local businesses that can
boast winning , a Motion
Pictures Industries Academy
Award — better known as an
Oscar In fact, only one
Buchanan industry,
Electro-Voice, Inc, has ever
done so

Electro-Voice, now a division
of Gulton Industries, won an
Oscar 1 1963 for its develop-
ment of a new mcrophone
capable of picking up sound 1n
situations where a microphone

, could not be placed close to the

sound source and where
unwanted sound needed to be
discriminated against

But the company has a
humble beginming Electro-
Voice’'s founder and first
president, Al Kahn, got hs
start 1n 1927 when he_and a
friend began a radio repair
busipess 1n the~“basement of
Kahn's South Bend home
Thexr radio repair work
eventually led them “into the
buysiness of providing public
address systems for tempm‘ary
use by traveling carnivals,
auto rdces, revival meetings
and other publhic gatherings

National Store Fixtures new to Buchanan area

BUCHANAN — On May 3,
1984 Natiochal Store Faixtures,
Inc announced i1t would begin
manufacturing operations n
building 31 of the former Clark
Equpment industnal complex,
530 E, Third Street

The company  which

C*' v

Electro-Voice has been a yiable industrial member of the Buchanan community suice it thoved
its productloh facihities here mn 1944, (BCR staff photo)

¢
Kahn moved profuctlon
facilities for s company to
Buchanan in 1944 Since then
Electro-Voice has been a stable
corporate citizen of the cpty
Today Electro-Voice 15 a
multi-million dollar nter-
national corporation known

specnahzos 1n the production of
display and storage faxtures for
the home center mdustry 1s
headquartered 1n Silver
Springs, Md and 15 headed
locally by Jerry Moulds

The corporation’s Buchanan
home has 82,000 square feet

Serving the community
since 1932

92

world-wide for its topof-the-
hne professional sound rein-
forcement equipment That
equipment 15 widely used n the
entertainment and motiwon-
picture ndustry as wejl as a
number of o¢ther techmeal
helds

which 1s bemng used for

manufacturing and ware-*

housing according to a state-
ment released by the company

in May

About 25 people work at the
plant which makes racks and
display cases for lumber yards

RS

Electro-Voice products
played 1mportant roles 1n the
military operations of World
‘War II and were on board the
National Aeronautics and
Space Admmstration (NASA)
Mercury, Gemnm, Apollo and

and home 1mprovement
centers around the country, An
economic development agree-
ment that the company signed
when 1t moved into bulding 31
said National Store Fixtures
plans to have 100 people
working at its factory by the

space shuttle fhghts,

The company has come a
long way from.its basement
beginnings in South Bend to 1ts
large facility now located along
Cecil Street In 1935 Al Kahn's
business earned $15,000 1n
profits In 1967, when the
company was acquired by
Gulton, annual sales were
nearly $20 mullion

Electro-Voice currently
employs 240 workers at its
Buchanan plant The company
has 1,000 workers world-wide
Many professional Electro-
Voice employees have moved
to Buchanan and have been
credifed with making a
number of commumty enter-
prises sucdessful Company
officials say they don’t have
.any ugimediate plans to expand
its production facilities but
they note the ‘research and
development engineering and
advertising departmehts were
recently expanded -

Analysts at the company
predict the 1985 business ~
chmate to mrror that of 1984 —
which was generally con-
sidered to be a strong business
year

=1 1

3

end of 1987

The company has.no plans
for expansion but thinks the
economic outlook is generally
favorable for the next year and
hopes to support the com-
mumty by hiring new
employees from the area,

1 at your family credlt ﬁﬁ;on
BUCHANAN FARMERS

l 'CREDIT ::l UNION '

. 122 Days Avenue
| Phone: 695-6823

it

Manufactors
of
steam -~

generators
and
cleaners

Sirice 1980
Electric Steam
Generator, Corporation
has been a part of the
| Buchanan Industrial Community.

600 South Oak Street,'”’
Buchanan, Michigan
695-7741 = .

-
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Printing firm offers
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full line of services

BUCHANAN — Berrien
County Prnting, owned -by
Beth Christie, offers a full hne
of printing services to the
Michiana region at its Days
Avenue facihity,

The business utilizes two
off-set presses and one letter
press to serve the printing
needs of the ¢commumty The
company 15 equipped to print
raffle tickets, pamphlets,
newsletters, books and dozens
of other jobs — bng or small,
according to Christie.* =

Chnistie runs the business
with her husband Denius She
has owned the company for
nearly four years-but she’s
been in the printng business
for over 12 years

Berren County Printing has
been serving the” drex with

prinfing company of Sir
Wilham’s Printing, Inc

In -January of 1978, the
Berrien County Record was
separated from the corporation
and sold to Donald "Holmes
Firestone retained Berrien
County Pruiting and Sir
Wilham’s Prining as part of
his corporation In January of
1980, the current ownet, Beth
Chrnistie purchased Berrien
County Printing and continued
its opération.

Most of the company’s
customers come from the
immediate Buchanan area but
some orders come from as far

-

., away as Florida. “We've had

people move from Buchanan
who have called me later to do
work for them,” said Chnistie.

quahity printing for well over a_ ‘We get a !o‘t of repeat

hundred years. Between the
years of 1867 and 1976 it
operated jointly with the
Bermien County Record and
was known as the Berrien
County Record and Printing
Company. In January of 1976,
. Wilham Firestone purchased
the compames from Donald
Nichols and incorporated them
into Berrien County Record
and Printing, Inc, and also
established the newspaper

business,”’

Berrien County Printing can
set up and design business
forms for customers or can
print according to their

- specifications Christie also

recently added photocopying to
her hne of services -

According to Christie
business has been and looks
relatively steady, She hopes to
be able to expand sometime n
the near future ,

Consumption is the sole end and purpose of produttion, and
the interest of the producef ouglit to be attended to only so far as it
may be necessary for promoting that of the consumer.

—Adam Smith
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William D, Smith Construction is currently bullding avother structure in the Andrews Farm
Industrial Park. Thé building, when complete, could he s0ld to another company. (BCR staff photo)

Wm. Smith building steadily

BUCHANAN — Wilham D
Smith Construction burst onto
the local scene this past
summer as the wave of
economic redevelopment
reached new levels 1n
Buchahan. The construction
firm, owned by Wilham D
Smuth, has only been mn the
area for about one year But n
that year its presente has been
felt

The company 1s currently
constructing a building n the
Andrews Farm Industnal Park
(next to Bill Beers Ratlread
Construction) that will be sold
to another firm upon 1ts

.
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CLARK COMPONENTS COMPANY

4

completion The firm also
recently completed repairs and
rengvation of a building in the
former Clark Industrial
Complex that was purchased
by the F. S. Carbon Company
for its operations.

Wilham D Smith Construc-
tion, headquartered at 455 Post
Road,employs nearly 20 people
and offers total construction
management to 1its clients.
Smith considers s business tp
be a locally focused operation
with nearly all of its activity
taking place within a 50 to 75
mile radws of Buchanan

The company’s primary

business during the last year
has been industrial but it may
also be loocking toward the
home construction market in
the near future. Smith
described the local economic
outlook for 1985 as ‘“‘steady”
but things could get hectic if he
decrdes to build houses

Smith recently bought nearly
100 acres of property just south
of the city and said at the time
of the purchase that he was
considering a housing develop-
ment for the site. His
construction firm would be the
logical choice to do the
bulding.

4

SCHNEIDER

VENDING

medans .

&5 Quality service
&5 Selection of 150.fresh food items
&5 Coffee service -
&3 Complete cafeteria capabilities
€521 day rotating menu |

A

(616) 695-;239 %V'Aq ‘

s

206 Main Street,

-

e m .

Div. of Clark Equipment Comipoany
324 Eost Dewey Avenue
Buchanan, Michigan 49107
Telephone (6¥) 497-8000

Buchanan, Michigan .
695-6239
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DL \WOLFERS

RC 1

| STAGE SYSTEM SPEAKERS

Every Electro-VVoice Product
Contains a Bit of Buchanan

3

The products that are engineered.and marketed worldwude by
Electro-Voice contain more than just electronic parts.

Inside every microphone, mixer and speaker that we manufac-
ture is a bit of Buchanan. You can’t see it, and few may realize it's tHere,
but it is there, nonetheless. ’

Electro-Voice has continued to thrive with careful management and
by offering superior quality products. .

EV believes that a key factor in this success is the spirit of Buchanan.
The positive attitude and friendliness of our neighbors, friends and
employees affect our work environrment and, in a very real way, add value
ro the products we make.

Electro-Voice is proud to be a part of Buchanan. Our
products contain the spirit of this community. lt S nice to be

- working.among friends.

Ey|Elecholbice’ e
_To| SOUND IN ACTION™ >
600 Cecll Street, Bdcmnaq. Michigan 49107 a gubn company

°

7
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Times were even tougher then

Business mm Buchanan was
not good 1n 1884. The general
hard times whichbegann 1883
persisted through the .entire
year Some firms went out .of
business. Others were lucky to
break even A Tew showed
small profits

Yet even in @ general
depression there were Signs of

vitality m both business and -

ndustry and a spmit of
optimism. New enterprises
were set up Several new brick
binidings were constructed for
stores and factones downtown
A number of additions and
improvements were made to
exshing structures New equip-
ment was purchased And
there were a great many
changes in ownership of stores
and factories which indicated
confidence in the future
Trade and Services

A considerable amount of
actwity took’placen‘trade and
services during the year. Five
new stores and service
estabhishments were set up A
good many businesses-changed
hands 1n order to survaive and
hopefully to prosper under
different management Some
additions and 1mprovements
were made to facihties
Several old frame business
buildings were torn down to
make way for better strue-

The highly wooded lands in the Buchanan area in the 1800s made Buchanan a leading furniture

manufacturer for many years.

tures Three new business
blocks (bwldings) were con-
structed for retail businesses
' The market for real estate
became stronger On some
Saturdays the downtown
streets were jammed with
teams and the sidewalks with
people as they had been in
better years Travehng sales-
men _ mamntained  that

Buchanan was the livehest
town for business on their hines

The year opened with
discouraging news William
Powers’ boot and shoe store
was closed on a-.chattel
mortgage and the Arcade, a
gne-price_ clothing house,
advertised a grand closing out
sale with bankrupt prices, The
grocery store operated by S

and W W. Smuth discontiued
its crockery business in
January, sold off its stock of
groceries in March, and went
out of busmess in April That
same month (April) the Wood
and Samipson hardware firm
partnership was dissolved,
However,~'there were no
further reports of busthess

closures during the rest of the

year ' 3

., Offsetting the loss of these
busmesses in the early months
of 1884 was the establishment
in the last five months of the
year of five new enterprises —
two grocery stores, a skating
rink, a boot and shoe store, and
a clothing store,

Along with the disap-
pearance of old and appear-
ance of new retail enterprises,
there were some 18 business
changes Most were simple,
straight-forward, one-time
changes in ownership, But the
photographic studio changed
hands three times, and a
hardware store twice One
enterprise sold its stocks of
perrodicals, books, stationery),
notions, and jewelry, to other

~stores handhng those lnes,
anticipating the owner’s retire-
ment On balance these
changes probably strengthen-
ed, rather than weakened the
commumty’s economy

Perhaps a more positive sign
of the faith of busmess m
Buchanan was the wilingness
of existulg businesses to
mmprove and add to their
facihties Several stores
erected new signs The fronts
of a number of stores were
painted, greatly mmproving
their appearance The dimng

(Please turn to page 2B)

\

“You have tried the rest . . . now try the best.”
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Malted Waffle

- (TRADE MARK)
and

Pancake Flour

F. 5. CARBON

‘Buchanan, Michigan

We are proud te-be a part '
of the growth of Buchanan since 1929.
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Cool industrial climate in 1884

(Continued from page 1B)

room of at least one restaurant
was redecorated Before the
year-was over H H Kinyon,
the owner of a brick store
bulding, replaced old. style
small pane glass windows with

plate glass, and the bulders of

all three of the new store
buldings constructed in down-
town Buchanan followed swit
There was also talk of
mproved store hghting with
gas or electricity replacing
kerosene I N Batchelor made
a considerable addition to his
livery barn on Days Avenue 1n
November, and Dodd and Son
found 1t necessary to enlarge
their drug store on East Front
Street irt December

An even more poasitive
indication of faith in the
business future of the village
was the construction of the new
brick buildings . (blocks) n
downtown Buchanan, which
kept a changing corps of
sidewalk superintendents busy
from spring until late fall Two
of the new buildings were on
the north side of Front Street —
one built by D. C. Nash, which
replaced an old bulding, the
other by J P Bmns who
mstdlled a new cement
sidewalk as well as plate glass
windows A third was a
two-story building with -two
gtore rooms erected by the
Redden Brothers on the south-
east corner of Days Avenue
and Front Street (now
occupied by Mopre's Depart-
ment Store and Emry's) It
replaced an unsightly swamp

The Zinc Collar Pad, a Buchanan business that existed from
1870 to 1926, was unique because during its 56 year history it

hole Although the new
buildings were not fully rented
when completed (there was
actually a brick store room
vacant for a short time m
May), no one doubted that they
would soon be filled _
Industry |
Industry 1n Buchanan suffer-

ed less than business during
the early months of 1884 The
mill yards filled up rapidly as
usual during the wnter
months Announcements of
new buldifgs, expanded
facihities, or new edquipment
were also’ made by several
firms.

v

South Post Road, Buchanan,
Michigan 49107 Phone 616-695-2201

~ Specializing in the repairing,
selling & buying |
of used wooden: pallets
for the past 14 years.

3

operated under one name.

The first and most important
announcement came from
Spencer and Barnes, successor

to J Brown and Company in -

the manufacture of inexpen-
sive furmture They declared
therr intentions in January to
erect a three-story (later
two-story) brick bulding

.

. Building a future
- begins in

the present . . .

DEVELOPMENT CO. INC.

manufactured only one product, was owned by a single family and

520 E. 3rd St.
P.O. Box 239

Buchanan, MI 49107-0'2369“ |
(616) 695-3101

-~
+ v
-
33 x 138 feet, to accommodate
their fimshing and- packing
department. The site chosen
was a strip of land east of their
shop, eight rods wide and
seventeen rods long, extending
from Days Avenue to Portage
Street (South Red Bud Trail)

{Please turn to page 3B)
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Global faces ‘exciting’ future

BUCHANAN — Global A1-Mg
Die Casting, Inc moved from
Watervliet to 408 River Street
on Aprl 1, 1984 where 1t took up
restdence 1n one of the former

~Clark Equpment Company

industrial” complex bwildings
The company’s move played
an important, role 1 the city’s
economic redevelopmeiit
efforts wath the former Clark
property

Global, a division of Maxco,
specializes 1n magnesium and
aluminum die castings, Maxco
is headquartered mm Lansing
and is headed by chairman and
director Max A Coon.

Global’s roots go back to the
early 1970s when the auto-
motive industry was forced to

... look

(Continued from page 2B)
purchased for $1,500 from A C
Day However, mn December
the firm shut down, blew out
dry, and cleaned up to wait for
busimness, Their storage was
full and orders had not come up
to expectations

Also in January George
Black, of Black and Pierce,
announced the eréction of a
two-story bwlding, 20 by 20
feet, for the fimshing and
packing of thewr Queen of the

Garden Plows
During the winter and spring
there were  additional

°

take measures to increase the
overall fuel economy mn 1ts
products, One of the solutions
car makers discovered was to
reduce the weight of the
vehicles In doing so, Detroit
discovered the value of
hght weight metals such as
aluminum and magnesium and
decreased the use of iron
While many compames have
mastered the art of alummnum
die casting, few specialize in
magnesium, Global 1s oneof a
few compames that do. The
business produces functional
magnesium clutch housings for
the d@utomotive industry.
Prior to relocating 1in
Buchanan Global operated for
a number of years m

-

o

Watervhet But increased
customer demands and
interest m magnesium die
casting forced the company to
look for new quarters with
more room. Buchanan had just
what Global was looking for

Company representatives
say the economic outlook for
1985 1s ‘‘nothing short of
exciting *’ “‘Our recent move to
Buchanan with the larger
facilities has allowed us to gain
some high volume casting and
machine work which doubles
our sales with potential for
quadrupling,” said Global’s Al
Zimmerman

According to Maxco’s 1984
annual report to its stock-

at industry 1

announcements of expanded
facihties and new equpment,
To keep up with the boom n the
construction of new brick
buildings, H N Blodgett
erected a large brick and lle
kiln for burning both brick and
tihng 1n a scienhific manner on
a large scale He also bought
an improved brick and tding
machine The Record added a
new $175 steam press which
doubled 1ts capacity Rough
Brothers was gtanted permis-
sion by the Common Couneal to
erect scales on Main Street in

_ front of their wagon works for

their own use, A new water

wheel was put i the creek to

run machinery at the Novelty*
Works The old Fort Sumpter

mull building was torn down by

Will Baintoni and the taill race

at the site lowered to the next
water power level, thus
providing a 26-foot fall for his

new grist mull

Some plans for new and
expanded facihties did not
materialize. The: Common
Council turned down requests
to erect frame binldings from
Roe Brothers for a warehouse

holders, the move to Buchanap
has already created mncreased
mterest m Global’s capabilities
by both existing and potential
customers

The report also said Global
expenenced a large mcrease 1n
volume of business during the
past year but it did not yield an
operating profit because of the
costs associated with the move
to Buchanar

Zimmerman remamns con-
fident about this year’s pro-
spects and said, “The size of
our current facihties will allow
us to achieve our growth plans
for the next five years.” Global
already employs 110 people at

Page 3B

its Buchanan plant A number
of those workers came from
Watervhiet when the plant
moved Some Watervhet

workers moved to Buchanan
and others have been hired
from this communty

The company goal, accord-
g to Zimmerman, ‘s to be
recogmzed as the premer hght
metals die caster in" the
industry using the art of
technology and providing full

service to our customers while
providing a fulfilling and
rewarding working
environment for all of our
employees.”

00 years ago

over the mill race opposite the
Engine House on Seuth Oak
Street for storing agricultural
mmplements, from Beistle
Brothers for a two-story
marble shop on the lot occupied
by J F Hahn's hearse house,
and from 0 J Tourje who
operated a downtown meat
market

Buchanan lost one manu-
facturing establishment in
1884, After a change in
ownership the Buchanan
Reclimng Chair and Swing
Company accepted the offer of

a good-sized bonus and
partnership to move to
Bellevue, Il

A disastrous fire claimed
another factory, On April 28 C
S Black and Son's furmture
factory at the mouth of the
creek burned to the ground.
The loss was estimated at
$10,000 to $12,000 The factory
was insured for half that
amount ($6,000)

Despite these losses 1n-
dustry, as well as business mn
Buchanan, was optimistic
about the future at the
beginning of 1885

* Full payout financing
¢ Leveraged leasing
¢ Single investor leasing

¢ Inventory financing

- CIARK

® Fixed asset financing .

* Governmental financing
_® International financing
: ® Conventional retail financing

Equipment Credit
Corporation

(Y
v

v
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BILL BEERS, INC.

~ Railroad Contractor

Bill Beers Railroad
Contractor, Inc. is proud to be

a part of} the thriving Buchanan
Industry for the past 8 years.

1

<

Our 3 year old location at Andrews Industrial Park
has provided us with the op!rortnnity to be an active
part of Bnchinun’s evef growing industry commanity.
Our business helps build, maintain and repair railroad
tracks tbmugﬁb}f Michigan, Wisconsin and Dinois.

Bill Beers, Inc.
salutes the,

Buéhanai. Comntunty
infl Yooks forward

3 fo Bohig. a:part -

U

o OF ity gquinued: growth.
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HSC specializes in
making breathing easier

BUCHANAN — The HSC
Corporation 18 certamnly no
newcomer to the Buchanan
business scene. The company
that manufactures air purify-
1ng respirators and swimming
goggles today was in the city
over 90 years ago — only then
the company was known as the
H S. Cover Company.

Wilham F Moons the owner
and president of the corpora-
tion that presently employs
peerly 30 individuals. HSC's
business is respiratory protec-

tion and it is recogmzed as a

leader m its field across the
nation

It's hard to imagine - that
someone 1n 1894 had the
foresight to recogmze the
importance of respiratory
protection, but they did H S
Cover was there 1n the 1930s
when the threat and dangers of
sthicosis  threatened the

natonal minng industry. The
company produced the first
hne of large-area felt filters
used 1n mmmng areas to be
approved by the US Depart-
ment of Mines -

According te company
officials most HSC’s employees
worlang at the East Alexander
Street plant live 1n Buchanan
They beleve the company
could experience substantal
growth 1n the next year due to
the introduction of some new,_
produets

Under the directorship of
Moon HSC has aggressively
researched, designed, tested
and produced some of the best
respiratory protection devices
available today Aslong as new
substances, materials and
hazards are discovered, the
need for new devices will
continue

Outlook bright for Technickel

BUCHANAN — The outlook
15 very bright for Techmckel
Inc, a relatively new
industrial  resident of
Buchanan, in 1985 According
to George Leed, president, and
Lows Vogl, treasurer, their
business benefits when therr
customers’ volume increases

Techmckel does precision
hard chrommg and apphes
electroless nickel and black
oxide to metals for a number of
chents The hard chrome and

black oxide operations were
just recently installed at the
factory

The company's nme
employees should expect to be
busy 1n 1985 Leed and Vogl say
thewr customers are expecting
a 510 percent growth.in their
markets in 1985 That means
more business for Techmckel

The plating firm has been in
the -former Clark Industrial
complex for about one and
one-half years

' Page 5B

The HSC Corporation makes breathing easier and safer for a lot of individuals with its full line
of respirators and air purifying devices. (BCR staff photo)

Bank has

BUCHANAN' — The past
year was of near record
proportions for Inter-City Bank
aid the outlook 1s positive for
1985 according to Stephen C
Greenleaf, vice president and
Buchanan branch manager for
the savings and lending
mstitution

According to Greenleaf
mnflation rates m the single
digits could combine with
lower interest rates te produce
an environment conducive for
growth in the commumity and

i

near record year

FDIC. The bank, head-
quartered n Benton Harbor,
was formed 1n 1961 when Umon
State Bank and the Benton
Harbor State Bank merged
The local branch was
origmnally located- on Front
Street but i1t moved to 1its
present location on Main Street
n 1963,

Greenleaf said Inter-City
offers competitive rates for
deposits and a wide variety of
lending vehicles that make 1t a
community bank for all

its ndustrial base:—— - — ——pesydents ~— mmdividuals and
Intgr-Cnty offeg full service  compames
banking It is a slate-chartered Since the bank's inception 1t

bank and a member of the

L i >0

.

Buchanan, Michigan 49107 U SA
Telephone (616) 695-6877

WEILIDUN

Precision Machine

%

has tried to pfowde financial

services which help make 1t
one of the leading banks in the
region

“Our goal,” said Greenleaf,
“1s tq continue to progress into
the new era of banking,
offering new and mnovative
services such as discount
brokerages, credit card
services and investment
accounts with more flexibility
for our customers

The bapk’s recent installa-
tion of a 24-hour banking
service 1S one.example of
expanding services The com-
pany introduced 24-hour teller
bank machines at many of its
locations which were greeted
by wide acceptance

El

»

Saluting the g'rthh
of Buchanan Industry

Buchanan Floral Co.

- & Greenhouses
516 West Froat Street, Buchanan

afs . O Rieflom

695-6131

\

.
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Buchanan Co-ops, Inc., Days Avenue Main Office complex
featuring hardware, petrolnm', lawn

Mb‘:‘.u,
Buchan

Buchanaa Co-ops

Business . . .

- 0-0ps Feed Mill, Railro Strt oter
grain, feed, miscellaneous farm and pet supplies.

rtown te inclades the machin
divisien, lumber, seed, chemical, fertilizer and grain.

Partners in the
Growin

and uipment.
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Quality Woodworking
Since 1918
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Buchanan's
Industries

Serving the "@ 403 South Oak

Buchanan & Galien area '"CHAN:giot;lcmom

s'.m’:e ] 8'67 Ken Gearhart, Owner Phone 616-695-5421

N

Credit Union

ARE DRAFTS

Combine the convenience of checking with
the earning power of savings and you've got
SHARE DRAFTS . . . truly your credit
union’s superior alternative to bank check-
g (including the new interest-paying ac.
coutits).

You use share. drafts just hke checks, For
paying bills. Making purchases, Or obtain-
ng ca§h.

But that's where the similarity ends, because
with share drafts you actually earn interest
on your account without having to maintain
a minimum balance or pay service charges.
What bank or savings & loan can match that
claim?

Join thousands of credit union members
across the nation who are making the switch
from rhecking . . to SHARE DRAFTS.
Stop by and open your @gccount today.

CLARK FEDERAL CED Lo (NG

PHONE: 697-8186 808 EAST FRONT.STREET BUCHANAN, MICHIGAN
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- Michigan National Bank-Michiana is located on
West Front Street in Buchanan. This full service bank
offers convenient parking and a 24 hour ATM. teller.

A professional staff is available to assist you
with all your banking needs. We welcome the oppor-

tunity to serve the residents and businesses of the
" Buchonan area.

Michigan National
Corporatlon Banks

MEMBERSFD LC

Page 7B
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223 S. Post Rd., Buchanan, Michigan
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Aaljs etroleum, Inc.
and the Buchanon Communn‘y

stributor of gasoline, fuel oils and motor oils
for home, farm and industry.
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Service a ‘must’ for Schneider’s success

BUCHANAN —, Irv
Schneider formed Schneider
Vending Service in 1951 and
served as the company’s sole
employee Today the company,
under the direction of
President Richard Dougherty,
has grown to 28 employeés who
service much of Berren and
Cass counties

Dougherty purchased the
husiness nine years ago and 1t
has experienced a rapid rate of
growth during the past four to
five years, Schneider 1s a
full-linie food service company
1t offers yending service, office
coffee and in-house dimng
services to a number of
regional institutions

The Buchanan headguarters,
located on Main Street,
recently underwent an exten-
Sive expansion

The company takes a great
deal of pride m ifs service
“We're locally ownied and over
the years we've been careful to
maintain a close working
relationsmp with all our
customers,” said Dougherty
“A vending company 1S only as
good as the service 1t
provides

But company officials reahize

it takes more than meticulous
service to attract and keep
satisfied customers. High
quahty food products are also a
must.

Schneider Vending offers
nationally advertised foods as
well as its own hne of delicious
fresh-made products Rolls,

pies, salads, casseroles and .

mni-dinners are just some of

the choices offered Over 150 ~

different entrees, sandwiches,
desserts and specially
requested dishes are prepared
in Schneider kitchens under the
direction of the company’s
master chef '

Schneider also furnishes
vending equipment that some
customers may requre and
accepts full responsibiity for
the machines’ care. The
company also promises to pay
all refund reguests — without
question

Dougherty and his staff also
conduct vending feasibility
studies for potential
customers The study usually
includes recommendations on

-the number and location of
machines in order to satisfy the
needs of the indiyidual chient

»

Schneider Vending recently completed an extensive renovation and expansion project at its

Main Street facility. Work is pictured here in progress this summer. An open house was held at the
site last Friday to show off the improvements. Schueider is headed by Richard Dougherty, president.

(BCR staff photo)

|
Machine shop

hoping for best

in next year
~

BUCHANAN — General °

Machine Bervices, 501 Redbud
Trail North, is another small
local company that 1s hoping to
reap some of the advantages
the economic rebirth of
Buchanan’s economy might
provide Gerald M Smedley
opened his business July 1983

and recently moved it to its
present location.

General Machine is a
“‘machine job shop’ that
employs about 10 people The
company does work for local,
state, national and inter-

» national corporations — and

naturally, Smedley hopes to -

merease profits in 1985

“We are still developing the
business at our present
location,” said Smedley “Our
intention 15 to make General
Machine Services'a contn-
buting asset to the Buchanan

business community ”

Smedley hopes -as s
company’s capabilitxes
increase, so will its need for
more employees, which means
more payroll and more money
to be spent at other businesses
in the commumty,

G

~ Global Al-Mg Die Casting

a proud new member of
the Buchanan Industrial Community

clutch housings for the automotive industry.

Global Al-Mg Die Castinj has helped lead the way to a better understanding
of the benefits of using magnesium for casted parts, such as

¢

DIE CASTING, INC.

408 RIVER STREET

P.O. BOX 112

BUCHANAN, MI 49107 .

616-695-4800
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Buchanan Metalform, Post Road, offers secure employment
to nearly 100 Jocal workers. The wire product manufacturer is a

Financing is Clark Credit's business

BUCHANAN — The princi-
pal business of the Clark
Equipment Credit Corporation
1s to provide financial services
to Clark and other manu-
facturers, thewr dealers and
retail customers worldwide
The company provides dealers
with floor plan and rental fleet
fmancingprogramsandas‘sists
dealers in establishing or
expanding their businesses
through facihty financing,

" capital loan programs, equity

also available These financing
programs were once limited to
products manufactured and
distributed by, the Clark
Equipment Company but
recent diversification of the
company has allowed 1t to
extend programs to other
manufacturers and dealers

Clark Credit recently
acqured VTCC Inc. (formerly
the White Motor Credit
Corporation) and Horizon
Creditcorp. The company has

participation programs and
business marnagem/en.t__ab"/’3“‘!31“9‘l operating agree-

services
A full range of customer

ments with the Volvo White
Pruck Corporation and a

retail ﬁnancins programs are . number of boat manufacturers

™
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subsidiary of Excel Industries. (BCR staft photo)

to finance thewr Unmted States
dealers and retail customers

According to company repre-
sentatives, this type of diversi-
fication has had a positive
mwnpact on the company In
1983, despite high interest rates
and depressed sales levels in
the_ capital goods wndustry,
Clark Cred:t had a 36.5 percent
mereage in net income

F M Sims serves as
chairtnan of the board of Clark
Equpment Credit, He 15 also a
senior vice president for the
Clark Equipment Company.

Clark Credit was establhigshed
mn 195¢ as a wholly-owned

+ subsidiary of the Clark Equip-

ment Company to provide a -

broad range of financial
services to Clark and 1its
customers, Today the company
has offices in Buchanan-and
Niles ag well as Sacramento,
Calif , Hartford, Conn , Coral
Gables, Fla; Atlanta, Ga,
Minneapolis, Mwnn,. and
Dallas, Texas

Offices of the receniy
acquired Horizon Creditcorp
are located in Cedar Knolls,
N J.; Fort Lauderdale, Fla,,
Pensacola, Fla., Sarasota,
Fla.; Annapohs, Md , Holland,
Mich.; .; Newport, RI , and
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Metalform
offers city
secure |obs

BUCHANAN - Buchanan
Metalform Products, Inc, a
subsidiary of Excel Industnes,
Inc, Elkhart, Ind., takes
particular pride in knowing
that it offers secure employ-
ment in the commumty

Ninety people work at the
Buchanan Metaliorm plant
located at 216 S Post Road
They make wire form products
for the automotive, hight truck
and, heavy truck mdustry as
well as a number of other wire
parts,

Workers use raw steel coil
stock and a series of mietal
working techmques to form
and machine parts to different
customers specifications,

Excel Industries purchased
Buchanan Metalform mn 1965
Company officials expect a
good year n 1985 with actual
customer volumes being
shghtly agher than 1984 They
say several new products and
markets are showing good
future promse and contribufe
to their optigustic outlook for
the upcoming year

While the company has no
immediate plans for physical
expansion, 1t does plaa to focus
efforts on successfully attract-
ing new clients with their new
product hine

But the labor-intensive
manufacturer knows for it to
be successful it will have to
have competitive pricing and
mnnovative thinking

FAPCO, INC.
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WE'RE MOVING FORWARD THRU

Packaging services since 1970
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Buildin§ With The Buchanan Community
Bilmar Incorporated

o General Contractor @ Commercial ® Industrial
o Residential ® Agricultural

Remodeling or designing
new offices using
our designs or yours.

Whatever your construction
needs are, Bilmar can assist’
you in selecting just the right

. plan for you.
% .

~

Bilmar Incorporated is backed
I{y 12 years of experience
in designing and building.

i 0 Inryco

. » Steel Building Systems Dealer
-RR1 - Box 627 Buchanan, Mich. 695-5825
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BUCHANAN — About four
years ago Dennis and Cheryl
Sandmann started manufac-
turing and repainng aircraft-
heaters in the basement of
their Buchanan home Within
two years they had more
business than they could
comfortably handle This
summer the Sandmanns and
their business C & D Airmotive
Products, Inc, moved to
roomier surroundings when
contracters fimshed thewr new
bulding in the Andrews Farm
Industnal Park,

Actually, the Sandmanns had
given serous consideration to
bwlding their factory in South
Bend. But the local com-
munity’s wilingness to help
them convinced them
Buchanan was the place to
bwld

“It was because of
Buchanan’s willingness to help

few years ago in the basement of Dennis and Cheryl
Sandermann’s home, (BCR staff photo)

us in building and with future
tax breaks that we ulmately
chose our present location,”

C & D Airmotive led industrial growth at Andrews Farm
Industrial Park when it built its aircraft heater repair and
manufacturing plant there last summer. The business started a

said Mr. Sandmann, “We are -

confident the next few years offers a number of other

time workers at their plant — a
far cry from the couple
working 1n their basement
According ta Mr. Sandmann,
“The opportunities look good
for the future " One reason he
thinks things look bright 13 that

\ -
- his business will soon begin
manufacturing a new product
to go on the market If all goes
as planned the new product will
require more employees
“We look forward to increas-

ing our number of employees in
the near future with our plans
for expanding our product
lhine,” said Sandmann
“Buchanan people get priority
there »

will show the city of Buchanan  accessories and even overhaul
that we are an asset to the Iats for those persons who wish
community to rebuld their own awrcraft
C&Doffersa fullline of new  heaters.
and rebutlt heaters for all kinds The Sandmanns employ
of aircrafts The company also mne full-hme and two part-
l B BUCHANAN — Cll)::k
. . Federal Credit Union has been
Cl'edlf Union 1n the city since 1937 pro\nd;ng
financial  services or
began in 1937 o amiles. of

The credit union offers a
complete hine of financial
services mcluding: savings,
checking, hnes of credit, real
_estate loans, VISA cards,

employees of Clark Equpment IRAs, certificates "of deposit,

student loans and safety

deposit boxes. The company
will also soon add a nationwide
24-hour teller service

The financial institution’s
leaders say they expect at least
a 20 percent increase 1n
company assets during the

next year and note the’
company will pay $2 5 mallion
i dividends to its members
and contribute about $300,000 1n
payroll during 1965
Vern Lubben heads a staff of

I Company 15 at the Buchanan facihty.
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BUCHANAN -

- METALFORM
erobucts inc. PRODUCTS, INC.

Part of a thriving industry
community since 1965

This Pinlock émployee programs the Jatest computer
controlled Moog by MHP machine on the market.
It’s a 24 todl machining center, which enables the
operator to completely machine a part without actually
handling the part or any portion of the machine.

Pinlock Engineering Co.
301 Days Ave., Bucharian

Building a Bright Future With...
(D AIRMOTIVE
PRODUCTS

Andrews Industrial Park and the
Buchanan Communit

New, rufactured and overhauled
aircraft heaters, accessories, parts and kits. |
301 N. Hamilton, Buchanan, Mich.

216 South Post Road
Buchanan, Michigan

AN EXCEL INDUSTRY
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1301 North Main Street
Buchanan, Mich.
Phone 695-3851
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