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Snow and ice forgotten in the wonderful blaze of spring glory, 87 Buchanan widows visit the Chicago World Garden and Flower show 
Thursday, March 16, as the guests of unknown benefactors The Chamber of Commerce sponsored "Journey into Spring" was planned 
to relieve the monotony of house-bound days the women spent as the result of the Big Blizzard of 1967 and its confining aftermath 
One hundred and one persons made the trip including committee members, headed by Mrs. Lowell Swem, and members of the press

Corsages pinned to their coats, guests of honor begin outing. Official escort adds to royal treatment.
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“Along A Gin den Wall," Mrs Ray Fiame, Mi;s. Mary Woodworth, Mrs Clara Shreve 
and Mrs Glenn Sanford pause to^rest and marvel at the beauty-they have-seen.

“Th6 Darling of the Day," Mrs Hazel Smiles, 86, oldest 
ladr to make the trip, lecelves a special corsage from

"Just WhaM 'Want," Mrs Pauline Freellng, a lady with a green thumb., who 
collects plants, tells Mrs Bernice I^gan and Mrs Hazel Wood

"There is an Idea I Can Use,” Mrs Edna Heckathorne tells Mrs. Alice Sullivan, Mrs 
Ada Brodbeck, Mrs Isla Taylor and Mrs Donna Raymond Mrs Heckathorne does many 
of the decorations for Senior Citizens pai ties and meeting^___________ _

“Ladies Be Seated,” they were told as they entered the cafeteria and learned that 
special arrangements had.been made for them to have table service
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“Twins Again.” was a clever double arrangement featuring a string of tiny pink diapers 
that caught the attention of Mrs Glenn Sanford, Mrs Ruth Nelson and Mrs Clara 
Shreve

“All Aboard," a last check is made by Mrs Lowell Swem and Mrs Cyrus Bulhand 
- to make certain' nd one is left behind.

- dr “Oh,'The Roses A-, The BeautifuI Roses," the ladies answered when asked what 
was their favorite flower Mrs Winnefred Hombaker and Mrs Esther Neli 
take one last look before they leave the show

"At the Close of the Day,” 
happy smiles light the facet 
of MVs. John Cress and Mrs 
Walter Schirmer as they 
complete their last duties as

... . .... , , - committee members arrang
“It Doesn’t Bother Us," The ladles agreed as giant snowflakes twirled from the )n„ rldes honie
sky as they arrived 'home . . They had seen the promise, of Spring ' <
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The most delightfully warm thing that ever happened in Buchanan seems to be fhe feeliag about 

the wonderful "Gift of Spring" to the widows of the Buchanan community

The whole community is basking, this week, in the warmth of the radiant glow of happiness that 

is being transmitted by the ladies who made the "Journey into Spring", the trip last Thursday to the 

Chicago Flower show.

No’beauty seenamong the gorgeous displays of flowers there can even begin to compare with 

the beautiful radiance of the smiles that light theJadies' faces as they speak of their wonderful ex­

perience

For them the gray veil of the waning days of winter is gone, they have seen the hope of spring 

and something of fhe beauty of the human soul in this warm act of sharing

Their minds are filled with many pleasant and meaningful memories of the trip but most of all 

the knowledge that someone cares is the thing the ladies treasure most.

For Mrs. Ray Frame part of the joy of the trip was the pleasure of seeing so many of her old 

friends She had been "shut in so much this winter", she said. The next day was to be her birthday 

and for her the trip was.a delightful advance' gift which had given her a birthday she would never 

forget

Mrs. Verna Good experienced the pleasure of an exciting adventure.. she was on her first 

trip to Chicago A Buchanan resident since 1922, she said that she had had no reason to go to the 

city and the one outstanding thing she noted was the city was so "smoky" - the air was not clear 

as it is here in our little city. She hasn’t been out much this winter, .she "doesn't walk very far 

anymore" and now her mind is filled with memories of beautiful gardens, colorful, singing birds, 

and "oh, those lovely flowers .especially,the tulips"

Mrs. George Wood used to live in Chicago but had not been to the city in many years ."had 

no reason to go" she was interested in "all the new buildings and the new thruways" She had at­

tended the flower shows many times but it has been "years and years" She was pleased to have the 

unexpected opportunity to visit one again

Not having been out much this winter, "because of all the ice and snow", Mrs. Lena Hartline 
"was thrilled by all the beauty" which surrounded her and was most impressed with the efficiency in 

the planning by those "wonderful men and women" and their willingness to give so much of'their time.

"Just the flowers, .those beautiful roses" was what thrilled Mrs. Hazel Smiles, 86, the oldest 

lady making the trip. She "liked Buchanan and was proud to live here", she said, "and now more 

than ever because of those wonderful men" .

"I am so pleased with the opportunity these ladies are having for association with other people. 
Many of these ladies do not have activities that draw them together and I wish there could be more of 

this type of thing" was the reaction of Mrs. Esther Hamilton ,to the trip. "We need some kind of a rec­

reational program for our older people."

The greatest joy of all came to Mrs. Carl Marburger for that day she "found a new friend" .. 

someone she might never have known.




