
Buchan an, Michig an
The Redbud City

Buchanan Has A Long 

And Proud History
In 1958, Buchanan celebrated its 

Centennial, It was on March 3, 
1858 that the City of Buchanan was 
actually incorporated, but its 
history goes back much further. 
The City was named for the then 
Senator James Buchanan who was 
instrumental in helping Michigan 
to become a state

In 18,20 Rev Isaac McCoy came 
from the Fort Wayne area to 
establish a mission for the 
Potawatomie Indians west of Niles. 
In 1824 McCoy attempted to build a 
primitive grist mill. An efficient 
one run by horse power was 
established in 1825, and in 1827 Eli 
Ford built a water powered one on 
the Dowagiac Creek.

Charles Cowles from Vermont 
can be considered Buchanan’s first 
settler in 1833. The wagon path to 
his shingle mill can still be 
detected.

Russell McCoy (no relation to 
Isaac) from Virginia built a cabin 
and a sawmill at the mouth of 
McCoy’s Creek In 1834 in the - 
same year John Hatfield located a 
claim near Cowles. An early settler 
was Dr Charles Wallin who bought 
the properties of both Cowles and 
Hatfield, built a grist mill and was 
the area's first physician. Andrew

TAX RATE OF STATE EQUALIZED VALUATION

STATE EQUALIZED VALUATION

1969 - $26,440,513 .
1979-$36,927,680

•Total Niles Millage-63.16

YEAR CITY SCHOOL COUNTY TOTAL
1969 12 26.748 7.672 46.420
1979 14 - 31.602 8.634 54.236*

Day and John Hamilton erected a 
grist mill on the creek near what is 
now Days Avenue.

The first official school was 
established in 1838 near the McCoy 
creek settlement and in 1856 the 
Dewey Ave School was opened 
The new Union School In 1871 was 
completed near the site of the 
present high school The first 
church was the Methodist 
Episcopal in 1842.

The first factory in Buchanan 
was a tannery owned by Deacon 
Enos in 1845 Jacob Luther began 
to make wagons on Main Street 
and Dewey Avenue. The first 
furniture factory was the Black & 
Willard Company which came to 
Buchanan in 1860 and was located 
on South Oak Street. This was 
followed by Spence & Baines in 
1874.

The Zinc Collar Pad Company 
was begun in 1870 near the railway 
depot. The Buchanan Electric dam 
was built in 1893. In 1895 the Lee 
and Porter Axle Works started and 
the George' Rich Manufacturing 
Company started in 1904. The 
latter became the Celfor Tool 
Company which was the forerunner 
of Clark Equipment Company.

Clyde Remmo, Buchanan City 
Manager

To Buchanan
Area Residents 
And Visitors:
The 1980’s promise to be years In 
which our residents and visitors to 
our City will experience a quality of 
life second to few cities within a 
100-mile radius. For example, the 
variety of recreational experiences 
will be enhanced by a new park, 
boat ramp, and salmon fishing 
program on the St. Joseph River.

Even the casual visitor will be 
impressed by the ample parking, 
shopping variety and historically 
preserved shops available to them 
in the downtown area. When you 
add to that area, the restaurants, 
grocery stores and sporting goods 
outlets which are also available in 
Buchanan, you have all the 
shopping opportunities anyone 
could desire.

Some visitors will become so 
enamored with their Buchanan 
experience that they’ll seek to 
relocate here, and will be 
purchasing one of the new houses 
being built here.

They may move here because of 
the jobs created by our industrial 
park, or because of the variety of 
recreational, cultural and educa­
tional opportunities available in 
Buchanan. They probably will be 
most interested in Buchanan 
because of its people, a rare 
collection of hard working, honest 
people who welcome newcomers as 
if they were family.

Sincerely,
Reginald W. Bellaire, Mayor
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Chamber Serves 
The Needs Of 
The Community

The Buchanan Area Chamber of 
-•Commerce caters to the needs of 
the community. With its own 
building and with almost 150 
members it attempts to promote, 
publicize and encourage all that is 
good in Buchanan. It works closely 
with the city administration, 
township, county and state officials 
and keeps in touch with the U S. 
Senate and House of Representa­
tives.

Through the generosity of 
several businesses and industries 
an executive director is hired to 
coordinate the activities of the 
chamber’s committees and to keep 
in contact with its members.

The Board of Directors of the 
chamber meets at least once a 
month and is active in community 
affairs. Such items as the 
establishment of an industrial park 
and the development of more 
single family housing are current 
priorities.

William Moon, President, Ann 
Desenberg, Robert Stokes, Richard 
Dougherty, William Farhat, Rich­
ard Gault, Joseph Saratore, Don 
Carbon and Gene Wesner make up 
the present Board of Directors.

Each month everyone is invited 
to breakfast at Perc Club by a 
chamber sponsor at which fellow­
ship is combined with an 
interesting program.

The Annual Dinner of the 
Buchanan Area Chamber of 
Commerce is a high-spot of the 
year. In 1978 the chamber saluted 
industry, and in 1979 agriculture 
was saluted. The 1980 theme is 
going to feature a salute to 
education.

CITY COMMISSION

Eugene Aalfs
Reginald Bellaire, Mayor
Ray Berry
Lucy Hubbard
Keith Welsh
Clyde Remmo, City Manager 
Herbert Russell, City Clerk

The Buchanan City Hall was built by John D. Row In 1860. Whan ha 
died In 1897 the house was sold to Ephraim Sandors who died In 1916. The 
house then belonged to his son Frank Sanders, an attorney. The City 
offices were moved Into It In 1949.

NILES TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT......................................683-4321
NILES TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT................................683-1780

SMCAS AMBULANCE.... . 684-«811



Dr M J Neveaux, Superinten­
dent of Schools

School System 
Is Rated High

The Buchanan High School 
building is almost sixty years old 
Until a few years ago it took care of 
both the junior and senior high 
school classes A new Middle 
School was completed and the four 
remaining senior high school 
classes were able to spread out into 
what had been over crowded 
facilities The old - building 
continues to undergo a. program of 
remodeling to keep it in tip-top 
shape

The pride of Buchanan are its 
four elementary “neighborhood” 
schools Stark, Moccasin, Ottawa 
and Indian Hills well situated to 
take care of all parts of the 
community. Dedicated staffs of 
teachers are a credit to this 
community.

Buchanan boasts an exceptional 
industrial vocation program with 
machinery and equipment second 
to none Area industries have been 
appreciative of the basic skills 
learned there

A high percentage of Buchan­
an’s college-bound students excel 
In their further education. The high 
school foreign language depart­
ment, science and mathematics 
have always been considered 
top-notch

Both the middle school and high 
school bands usually run away with 
honors in state competition, and 
the music and arts departments 
provide the basic appreciation for 
good music and art The high 
school drama and music depart­
ments have cooperated to produce 
such highly successful shows as 
‘Fiddler on the Roof”, “Okla­

homa'” and “South Pacific”
An unique feature of the school 

system is its school farm Part of its 
acreage is leased to a farmer, and 
the Future Farmers of America and 
the agricultural vocation depart­
ment raise a crop on the rest

There is a fully equipped red 
barn, and a family lives in the farm 
house on the property

At the farm children grow their 
own gardens There Is a pumpkin 
patch for the small children The 
superior outdoor education pro­
gram allows children to witness the 
maple syrup and cider making 
processes and to see and touch a 
variety of baby animals «

Outdoor education also includes 
use of nearby facilities at Camp 
Madron and Fernwood where 
nature study, archery, geology, 
arts, and crafts, canoeing and snow 
shoeing are offered.

You Can Have 
A Very Good 
Time In Buchanan

G Wayne Writer is the Director 
of Community Education and 
Recreation for Buchanan Under 
his direction and with cooperation 
from the city, school district and 
township, Buchanan offers a full 
program of both education and 
recreation for all ages.

In the summer there is Tee Ball, 
Midget baseball, Pony and Babe 
Ruth, summer baseball and 
softball leagues for boys and girls 
and men and women Tennis arid 
swimming is available, and the 
Fine Arts Council provides regular 
band concerts and art fairs In the 
fall and winter there are full 
schedules of football and basket­
ball, and indoor hockey is 
immensely popular . ’

Buchanan adults participate in 
graduation completion courses and 
can learn everything from auto 
mechanics to macrame to belly 
dancing from the enrichment 
classes provided

Teen Center provides a meeting 
place for young people It contains 
a gymnasium, weight lifting 
equipment, trampoline, pool tables 
and a TV and music lounge plus the 
dedication of a devoted supervisor, 
Mel Ravish ,

There is no city better endowed 
with parks In addition to Memorial 
Field and Smith Park connected to 
the schools, four others provide for 
varied needs A full schedule of 
games and crafts is offered at 
Ravish Park between Main Street 
and Redbud Trail At North End 
Park at the corner of Artic Street 
and Victory there Is a basketball 
court and tot lot. Kathryn Park at 
Moccasin and Fourth Streets Is 
equipped with swings and slides as 
is the beautiful park along the 
creek which provides an Ideal 
picnic site.

The city Is developing Riverside 
Park to take full advantage of a 
choice piece land along the St. 
Joseph River. This area will be 
enjoyed by fishermen, boaters and 
nature lovers

Just a few blocks from the 
business district is a large forest 
through which McCoy’s Creek 
wanders to the river. It abounds in 
wildlife, wildflowers and trees of 
every variety

BUCHANAN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Merrill Devenport 
John Gerboc 
Robert Luke 
George Merrill 
Bert Rowe 
Jack Shrider 
Charles Ward

CONVENIENT TOO!
Buchanan is well situated near 

several arterial highways. It’s 
possible to get to South Bend (13 
miles) In about fifteen or twenty 
minutes

Chicago is 90 miles away, and 
the Loop Is a two hour drive. 
Buchanan is 200 miles west of 
Detroit which can be reached by 
traveling ever a superior freeway.

Within twenty miles are the 
great educational and cultural 
centers of Notre Dame University, 
St. Mary’s, Andrews University, 
Lake Michigan College, Bethel 
College, the South Bend Campus of 
Indiana University and Ivy Tech.

Just Name Your Interest 
And You'll Find It Here

If you’re a “joiner” there are 
clubs and organizations in town to 
suit every need Buchanan contains 
one of the strongest Moose lodges 
in the midwest boasting a large 
membership from the whole 
Michiana area- and excellent 
quarters

The Buchanan Lions Club meets 
twice a month with interesting 
dinner programs The local chapter 
pulls its weight on raising funds for 
sight testing and guide dogs.

The F. & A. M Lodge 68 and the 
Sylvia Chapter 74 of the 0. E. S. 
maintain good quarters and an 
active program.

There are the American Legion 
and Veterans of Foreign Wars and

Buchanan Area Has
Something For Everybody

The rolling countryside sur­
rounding Buchanan abounds In 
Lakes, woodlands and open 
farmland In the spring, people 
come from miles to see the redbud, 
dogwood arid fruit tree blossoms, 
and in the fall they are attracted to 
the spectacular display of color. In 
winter there is skiing at beautiful 
Royal Valley, cross country skiing, 
ski mobiling, skating and ice 
fishing

Buchanan boasts Spafford-Clark 
Woods, a nature preserve through 
which McCoy's Creek wanders. It 
contains the site of an early grist 
mill, fpart of Buchanan’s early 
histroy. Wildflowers, birds and 
wildlife abound there, and this 
choice land is being kept for the 
exclusive use of true nature lovers.

Close to Buchanan across the 
river is Fernwood, which contains 
one hundred acres devoted also to 
preserving nature Every tree and 
shrub indigenous to Michigan can 
be seen there, and Fernwood’s 
gardens continually change with 
the season. An extensive program 
of arts and crafts is enjoyed at 
Fernwood

Where else could a person find 
two eighteen-hole golf courses, one 
private and the other public, so 
close to the business district? 
Where else could one fish for Coho 
from one’s backyard?

In Europe the sport of 

Considered one of the best county fairs in the entire country, the Berrien 
, County Youth Fair Is well attended. Buchanan young people always do 
• well at the fain ,

their auxiliaries, and their sponsor­
ship of the Memorial Day Parade 
and services provide a patriotic 
community experience

There are book clubs, a garden 
club, a grandmother’s club, several 
sororities, a child study club, 
several 4-H clubs There’s even the 
Westerner’s Riding Club

You will probably be asked to 
join the Buchanan College Club, 30 
Club, the Buchanan Business and 
Professional Women or the 
Buchanan Friendship Club. If you 
are a parent or friend of 
Buchanan's excellent band and 
orchestra program, you’ll be able 
to help this supportive group

Motorcross is extremely popular 
and fast growing in the United 
States The Redbud Track N’ Trail 
boasts a motorcycle course which 
qualifies it for international 
competition For a complete 
change of pace there is Tabor Hill 
Wineries where visitors can view 
vineyards of grapes imported from 
France and in pleasant surround­
ings taste a variety of wines which 
have already gained national 
recognition.

Bear Cave, containing the only 
natural cave in Michigan, Three 
Braves Campground and Fuller’s 
Clear Lake Resort offer excellent 
family camping facilities in the 
state which Is number one for 
recreational vehicles. Many fam­
ilies spend their entire summers at 
these campgrounds.

It’s only twenty miles to the 
shores of Lake Michigan where 
people can picnic, swim, go 
hang-gliding at the Dunes or take 
in the exhibits and demonstrations 
at Cook Nuclear Center.

FINE ARTS COUNCIL

Judith Gault 
Helen Habicht 
Shirley Roti Roti 
Jerry Rossow 
Cheryl Beck 
Bernice Wolf 
Geraldine Siekman



Metea Court has been a success story since its beginning. Located on 
the northeast section of town, it was designed for good housing for senior 
citizens. The first units were completed in 1972, and because of the great 
demand for them, more units were added in 1976.

There are now one hundred apartments containing either one bedroom 
or two bedrooms. A community room is centered in the complex, and 
there’s a great deal of action there. Meta Court is situated within walking 
distance of a supermarket, drug store and professional offices.

United Way Is

Always Successful
--------Usually the Buchanan United 

Way is one of the first-in the state 
to attain its goal In the 1979 drive 
the goal of $54,170 was surpassed.

The area agencies benefiting 
from United Way are Berrien 
County Cancer Service, Riverwood 
Mental Health Center, Gateway, 
Handicapped Camping In Berrien 
County, Child & Family Services, 
Bib Brothers-Big Sisters, Salvation 
Army, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, the 
YMCA, Voluntary Action Center 
and Red Cross

In addition Buchanan United 
Way aids eighteen state agencies 
and five national agencies

CITIZEN’S ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE

Teola Jean Tutson  
Kenneth Turnock 
Paul Marazita
Jim Topash 
George Bonnett 
Rev Ward Pierce 
Burlin Hankila 
Kay Hankila 
Richard Gault

BUCHANAN AREA 
RECREATION BOARD

Robert Bachman 
L C. Bowen 
Melvin Dreitzler 
Jill Beistle 
Robert Underly 
Herbert Russell 
Richard Proud

Nature At Its Best
In Buchanan Woods

Library Has 
Lots Of Books

By Nancy Holmes

According to an article by Walter 
Hawes, In the Berrien County 
Record, the first complete year of 
the Buchanan Public Library was 
1938. At the end of that year the 
total'collection numbered 2,800 
volumes donated by individuals, 
the Dry-Zero Corporation and 
Clark Equipment Company Mrs 
Alice Ludwig, W.P.A. Librarian, 
Library Board Members, W. H. 
Brunelle, Miss Mary E. Reynolds 
and Walter Hawes, operated the 
Library with the following funds. 
$900. from the City of Buchanan, 
$50 from Buchanan Township, 
$165. receipts of a Tag Day Drive, 
and $92. from the State of 
Michigan

However, before this time, 
around 1915, the Library was 
housed in the Township Clerk’s 
office on Main Street and Township 
Clerk Irene Sparks checked out the 
books. According to a local 
historian, the books were purchas­
ed with funds from selling dog 
licenses and with government 
contributions.

Around 1944, the Library was 
housed in a small room in the City 
Hall. The Buchanan Public Library 
building was completed in 1956 
with funds collected during a 
public^subscription drive. In 1966, 
a 1,500 square food addition was 
made possible partly because of a 
gift from Mrs. Cecil Clark Wolman 
of Clark stock. Again In 1979 the 
need for additional space was 
evident and another addition was 
completed. Clark stock donated by 
Mrs. Frank Habicht plus other 
generous donations from the, 
community made the newest 
addition a reality A community 
fund drive Is currently underway in 
order to furnish the new audio 
visual and stock areas

The library now contains 22,300 
volumes and has an annual 
circulation of 37,588.

BUCHANAN LIBRARY BOARD

Kathy Swem 
Helen Chain 
Velma Proud 
Frank W. Kelley 
Donald Nichols

We All Love
Our Own River

The' St Joseph River starts in 
Michigan, wanders through north­
ern Indiana, returns to Michigan 
and empties into the Great Lakes, 
It is said by many to be one of the 
nation’s most beautiful rivers, and 
the part of it that flows through the 
Buchanan area is certainly har’d to 
beat

When the Indiana & Michigan 
Electric Company completed its 
fish ladder, salmon and steelheads 
moved up to Buchanan’s backdoor 
fulfilling an angler's dream. Canoe 
enthusiasts can rent equipment In 
Buchanan and enjoy ten miles of 
the river's serenity. Homes along 
the river are cherished. Wildlife 
abounds along it. There is some 
water skiing, and there are pontoon 
boats for which people can enjoy 
the scenery at a leisurely pace.

There Is a legend that claims that 
anyone who is ever Immersed In 
McCoy's Creek and then leaves 
Buchanan will someday be drawn 
back here. This Creek, which Is 
important in Buchanan’s early 
history and economics goes right 
through the center of town and 
meets the St. Joseph River nearby. 
Good fishermen catch brown trout 
in it and the picturesque creek adds 
to the scenic beauty of the area.

An unique asset for Buchanan is 
the Clark-Spafford Woods Where 
McCoy’s Creek and its tributary 
wander through a dense forest and 
deep ravine on its way to the St. 
Joseph River is a choice piece of 
property. It is there that the 
original site of the Cowle’s Mill 

 along the millrace can be easily 
traced

The family of L. B. Spafford 
whose home was adjacent to it gave 
a large piece of the woods to the 
City of Buchanan with the 
provision that it be used only for 
passive recreation Then the 
generosity of Clark Equipment 
Company added anothpr choice 
section Altogether there are over 
twenty acres within a few blocks of 
downtown Buchanan

The City has dedicated this land 
for passive recreation so that lovers 
of nature dan avail themselves of 
the masses of wildflowers and trees 
of all descriptions.

The mayor appointed an 
advisory board for these woods to 
make long-range plans for the 
enjoyment Of them. Mrs. John 
Zeider, Mrs Walter Ross, B.R. 
Desenberg, Robert Bachman, Ann 
Desenberg, David Hadley, Don

Buchanan’s Unity Hospital is a 
forty two bed "medical-surgical 
facility, certified to care for 
Medicare and Medicard patients. It 
was purchased from South Bend 
Osteopathic Hospital in 1973 by a 
group of public spirited citizens 
who believed that Buchanan was 
worthy of having its own 
community hospital.

The present board of directors is 
made up Of Bernard E Ellis, 
President, Frank Poorman, Vice 
President, Dr. J. R. Ham-Ying, 
Treasurer, Dr LaVerne Blank, 
Secretary, James K. Jesse, John 
McDonald and Dr. A. F. Kull.

An active medical staff contains 
both medical doctors and osteo­
paths. Dr. J Larry Proctor, M.D. is 
medical director and the staff

Nichols, Mayor Reginald Bellaire 
and City Manager Clyde Remmo 
are even thinking of restoring the 
old grist mill and are already laying 
out paths and steps to make the 
area more accessible to nature 
lovers

On top of a huge sycamore a red 
tailed hawk feeds her babies, on 
the bank overlooking the deep 
ravine a vixen watches over her 
family, at the water’s edge a 
handsome buck and his mate 
drink, undisturbed by men. The 
brook trout dart through the swift 
current, and their only danger is 
from the watchful raccoon on the 
shore. All this is going on within 
walking distance of the downtown 
area

PLANNING COMMISSION

Charles Falkenstein 
Edwin Kay 
Richard Swem 
Robert Backus 
Clara Strayer 
William Sullivan 
Donald Ryman 
George Bonnet 
William Farhat 
Clyde Remmo 

consists of Humphey O. Uddoh, 
M.D., U M. Corbajal, M D., 
James I Clark, M.D , Filemon J. 
Inocenicio, M.D , Noemi Faustino, 
M.D ,J R Ham-Ying, D O.,John 
Reed, D.O.,CC Atwood, DO, 
and Allan H. McKew, D O.

Unity is a Michigan Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield participating 
hospital. It maintains 24-hour clinic 
and emergency services In 
addition there is a senior citizen 
check-in service to assist elderly 
people in being admitted easily.

Receiving no tax or United Way 
support, the hospital is currently 
engaged in a fund raising 
campaign to reduce its indebted­
ness which was incurred at the 
time of the acquisition of the 
property.

LOTS OF ACTION
AT J.A. BUILDING

An unusual asset for a town the 
size of Buchanan is the Junior 
Achievement building Here for 
the past twelve years young people 
have been learning about business 
by actually forming corporations, 
selling stock and manufacturing 
and marketing products.

Several Junior Achievement 
companies meet regularly in the 
building, usually in the evenings. 
The building is now well used, 
housing the social services offices 
during the day.

In addition there Is an active and 
lively group there. The Buchanan 
Arda Senior Activities Association 
provides recreation and arts and 
crafts program for a large and 
interested assembly of senior 
citizens Katherine Hill is the office 
manager, and John Boyer is. the 
president of the organization -



The City Of Buchanan 
Is Well Maintained

Buchanan's water supply comes 
from four wells located on the 
southern edge of the city The 
water supply is plentiful and 
provided at a reasonable rate

In April, 1972 the waste water 
treatment plant to remove 
phosphates was completed at the 
cost of 1 4 million dollars It also 
includes a secondary biological 
treatment process The plant was 
built to service 15,000 customers

The Department of Public Works 
under the managership of former 
Mayor Joseph Bachman maintains 
a continuing program of street 
improvement, garbage and trash 
pickup, snow removal and the 
cleaning and repair of storm 
sewers and catch basins

The Economy Of The 

Area Is Growing
The corporate headquarters of 

Clark Equipment Company are in 
Buchanan This international man­
ufacturer of heavy equipment, 
axles and transmissions employs 
24,000 people from Buchanan and 
Battle Creek to Sao Paulo, Brazil 
and Mulheim, Germany

Nationwide anyone familiar with 
agricultural machinery knows the 
sickle guards made by Buchanan 
Steel Products, a division of 
National Standard Company This 
company's forgings are used In a 
variety of industries.

Electro-Voice, now a division of 
Gulton Industries has been in 
Buchanan for fifty-three years 
Experts in quality sound use this 
company’s microphones and its 
prestige line of public address 
equipment

Buchanan Metalform Products is 
a division of Excel Industries and 
manufactures automotive brake 
rods and windows C&S Machine 
Products are experts in hydraulic 
parts and components Fapco, Inc 
is a specialist in boxes and 
packaging For packaged food 
products for the vending industry,

Everything Can Be Found 
Close To Buchanan

♦
Buchanan actually has two 

business districts with adequate 
parking in both In them are 
located a variety of stores, 
professional offices, financial insti­
tutions Four supermarkets grind 
the town, and there are two good 
drugstores The community is 
serviced by three aggressive 
automobile dealers

Four financial institutions direc­
tly serve Buchanan. Recently both 
Inter-Clty Bank and LaSalle 
Federal Savings and Loan Assoc­
iation built branch offices in 
Buchanan, indicating their hopes 
for the area's future development

In addition Clark Equipment 
headquarters its international 
Credit Corporation here as well as 
its own Credit Union

Both the Buchanan Co-ops and 
Rossow Feed Mill bring hundreds 
of people to town There are both 
large Gamble's, True-Value Hard­
ware and Ben Franklin outlets 
here

The beautiful Oak Ridge 
Cemetery is maintained by the 
City On the grounds is a small 
nursery to provide tree replace­
ment on the tree lawns and in city 
parks

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY

C Eugene Wesner 
Joyce Turnock 
Abel Rakowski 
Ann Desenberg 
Wilham Tyus 
Ron Beck 
Boyd Netting 
Kim Scarpone 
R W Bellaire 
Richard Gault

Food Specialties Service Corpor­
ation is a growing company. 
Gordon Plastics, Inc is a custom 
molder of injection molded items. 
H S Cover Company, a division of 
HSC Corporation makes industrial 
safety equipment

I M W Inc stands for Industrial 
Machine Works and is a first-class 
machine shop with a long list of 
industrial customers. Jemco, Inc. 
has gained a reputation for its 
precision machined parts, and 
Pinlock Engineering Company is a 
standard machine shop located in 
the heart of the city. Pride Pattern 
and Manufacturing, Inc. makes 
wood, plastic and metal patters and 
rounds out the diversification of 
Buchanan’s industrial family. 
Schneider Vending, Inc. is another 
locally owned company distributing 
vending machines and their 
supplies over a large area

A well established company in 
Buchanan is F. S. Carbon Company 
whose malted pancafe and waffle 
flour Is nationally famous. This 
company maintains a stable payroll 
to add to Buchanan’s healthy 
economy.

Within two blocks in Buchanan it 
is possible to buy men’s wear, 
shoes, clothes for ladles and young 
people, stationery supplies, candy, 
toys, appliances of all kinds, 
television sets, yard goods, 
hardware, kitchen, supplies, gifts, 
baked goods, and pizza.

Buchanan is adequately supplied 
with doctors, dentists, chiro­
practors, barbers, hairdressers, 
optometrists, attorneys and accout­
ants.

In addition Buchanan Is within 
thirteen miles from Ayres, 
Robertson’s and Hudson depart­
ment Stores The city is surrounded 
by orchards and fresh produce 
markets.

ZONING APPEAL BOARD

Paul Marazita
Don Clifford
John Moyer 
Frank Allee 
Goldwyn Smith

The Crime Rate
Is Low Here

_ Every community has crime, but 
Buchanan’s crime rate per popula­
tion is far below the national aver­
age The three major crime classifi­
cations in metropolitan areas are at 
a minimum here There were 409 
crimes reported in Buchanan in 
1979, some of which were 
committed by the same people, of 
these, 29% were petty larcenies, 
including shop-lifting and malic­
ious destruction These resulted in 
271 non-traffic arrests and a high 
■percentage of convictions

The Buchanan Police force .is of 
unusually high caliber personnel, 
most of whom participate in 
Community affairs, sponsoring 
youth athletic and educational 
programs,
, The well-equipped police cars 
includes a new three-wheel 
vehicle, providing for wider and 
more extensive security checks for 
Buchanan’s business districts

Buchanan Police Department

Clyde W Weaver - Chief of Police 
Ronald Casto - Asst Chief of Police 
Robert Hutchison - Sgt 
Leon Kendall - Sgt 
Robert Dings - Det.
Thomas Shidaker - Ptlmn.
Joseph Kring.- Ptlmn. 
Dan Moore - Ptlmn. 
Francis Morley - Ptlmn 
Ernest Foster - Ptlmn. 
Martin Skopec - Dispatcher 
Patricia Henson - Dispatcher 

Reserve Officers
Wallace Casto 
Dennis Dehring 
Bob English 
Sharold Ferris 
Anthony Lauricelia 
Richard Mann 
Tyree Moody 
Walter John Ross 
John Smedley 
William Walters 
Glenn Weaver 
Catherine Fisher 
Debby Bratzler 
Vicki Parm (Dispatcher)

Area
Foundation
A New Concept

The Buchanan Area Foundation 
is a recently organized tax-exempt 
non-profit corporation which en­
ables individuals, businesses, 
estates and organizations to be 
sure that all their gifts are used 
locally for the well-being of the 
community.

Administering these gifts is the 
job of the board of directors, Mrs. 
Kent Hassan, President, Louis 
Desenberg, Secretary, John North, 
Treasurer, Clyde Remmo, Mrs. 
George Sullivan, Rev, Donald 
Atchison and Richard Gault, Vice 
Presidents, and Mrs. Arthur 
Hinkle, Robert Ehninger, David 
Porrell and Don Nichols. The 
incorporating members of the 
Foundation were B. R. Desenberg, 
Walter Schirmer, Harry Kennedy 
and Phillip Sexton

The Foundation has long-range 
goals. The income from all the gifts 
received will be used for 
worthwhile projects within the 
Buchanan area. Already estab­
lished is a fund sufficient to 
provide scholarships to deserving 
Buchanan students.

Our Ambulance 
Service Good
In 1975 the Southwestern 

Michigan Community Ambulance 
Service (SMCAS) was formed to 
serve the communities of Buchan­
an, Buchanan Township, Niles, 
Niles Township, Bertrand Town­
ship and Howard Township,

Today SMCAS has three 
van-type ambulances, fully equip­
ped for emergency use and a 
station wagon-type for transpor­
tation of patients over a longer 
distance. There are sixty two 
volunteers in the service, thirty of 
whom are trained Emergency 
Medical Technicians.

Over 9,000 members are 
presently served by SMCAS. 
Memberships of $18 entitle a whole 
family two unlimited ambulance 
service and a single membership 
costs $10. SMCAS will go to six 
hospitals in Buchanan, Berrien 
Springs, Dowagiac and South 
Bend.

A call to 684-6811 will bring an 
ambulance to your door.

BUCHANAN TOWNSHIPBOARD

LaVerne Soales, Supervisor 
Donna Newsom, Clerk 
Ruth Rose, Treasurer 
Dale Nelson 
Paul Spaulding

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE
4th CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Dave Stockman
1502 Longworth H.O B 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
Phone 202-225-3761

STATE SENATOR 22nd DISTRICT
Harry Gast, Jr.
State Capitol Building
P.O. Box 30036
Lansing, Ml 48909
Phone 517-373-6960

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
43rd DISTRICT
Carl F. Gnodtke
Room T-2
State Capitol Building
Lansing, Ml 48909
Phone 517-373-1796

Fire Department 
Is Exceptional

Buchanan has one of the most 
"efficient fire departments in 
southwestern Michigan All but the 
Chief are volunteers who render 
the community a great service It’s 
considered a privilege to be a 
member of the department.

The Buchanan department works 
in close cooperation with Buchan­
an, Niles and Bertrand townships.

BUCHANAN FIRE DEPT.

Neal Burks - Chief 
Tom Burks - Ass’t Chief 
Sigmund Jesse - Captain 
V/m. Norton - Captain 
Larry Thompson - Captain 
Kenneth Robards 
Warren Weaver 
Jerry Donley 
Larry Money 
Mike Burks 
David Hess 
Mike Depyl 
James Bowers 
Bruce Ruff 
Bruce Pastryk 
Steven Jackson 
Richard Stock


