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Agriculture nurtured the rise of civilization
by Mark Anderson

About 12,000 years ago the 
glaciers from the last ice age 
began receding, the land 
underneath revealed itself in 
many forms, Lakes were carved 
by the once donunent nvers'of 
ice. The climate began to get 
more temperate. The sun shone 
on soil instead of ice — soil that 
had been enriched by materials 
from volcanic activity of past 
eons

This soil would be tilled 
someday to feed humankind in a 
systematic way. But our cousins 
of long ago were still hunter­
gatherers, nomads wandering in 
search of the next wild game to 
feed themselves another day, 
maybe a few days at best.

But about 10,000 years ago 
man began to gain an increasing 
insight into using certain plants 
to grow on a settled plot of land 
where a dwelling could be 
established. Man had discovered 
the seeds of agriculture.

Many historians and scientists 
point out that it was the small 
garden that became what could 
be called a farm, and that as 
more of these small farm 
communities sprouted up, 
villages began to appear. Of 
course, some people still 
remained hunter-gatherers in a 
vain attempt to hold on to a 
tradition, and it is well 
documented that hunters, after 
a bad day, would raid with

Major safety campaign 
launched by Michigan 
FFA chapters

Future Farmers of America 
(FFA) chapters throughout 
Michigan have joined in a major 
effort to increase awareness of 
farm safety and the need for 
safe handling of farm chemicals 
To help reduce potential user 
exposure to agricultural 
chemicals, FFA chapters are 
selling two pairs of safety 
goggles and two pairs of gloves 

violence the settled farm plots 
But eventually, the hunter­
gatherer style of life sustenance 
faded away except for at a,few 
remote locales that still exist 
today

Many scholars think that true 
agriculture originated in the 
highlands of the near east and 
spread to the nver valleys of 
Mesopotamia, Egypt and 
China. By the fourth or fifth 
millenium B C., men were 
keeping livestock and growing 
gram The use of stone tools for 
chopping and digging the 
ground, including some form of 
a plowshare, was also present.

The use of farming, according 
to many scholars, did not 
eliminate nomadic life right 
away Many tribes would 
wander after the fertility of the 
soil in their area was exhausted. 
But as the population grew and 
fanning techniques improved, 
there was less reason to wander. 
Indeed, by the 15th or 16th 
century in, say, Europe, some 
people never went farther than 
seven or eight miles from their 
rural plot during their entire 
lifespan

The fertility of the Nile Valley 
is said to be the key to ancient 
Egypt’s highly productive 
agricultural endeavors, which 
supported a civilization 
fascinated with ornamentation 
and with burying the dead with 
items for the afterlife — items 
that included farm tools.

in kits called "2+2 Handy 
Paks” in time for spring 
planting Kits, which include a 
16-page brochure on farm 
chemical safety, will be sold 
until April 30 by participating 
FFA chapters at a minimum cost 
to fanners

The program, sponsored by 
Monsanto, was developed to

(Continued on page 10)

The Romans, too, were good 
farmers and several of their 
agricultural treatises are said to 
make interesting reading

The European method, m 
medieval times, rested on the 
manorial system The method 
often adopted was a three-field 
crop rotation, one field being 
sown with wheat or rye, the 
second with a combination of 
oats, beans, barley and peas; 
and the third being left unsowed 
to recover its fertility

When the industrial 
revolution arrived, farming 
became part of the Agrarian 
revolution of the 18th and 19th 
centuries, which replaced village 
communities with individual 
farms and estates Farming 
therefore became concentrated 
in fewer hands, and its output 
was channeled into supplying 
food for the urban population 
and raw materials for 
manufacturers.

The North American Indians, 
descendents of Mongolian and 

THE BARODA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION HAS PLANNED AG-DAY for Saturday, March 
26, beginning with a hearty pancake and sausage breakfast from 6 a.m. to noon, sponsored by the 
Baroda Lions Club. Above are BBA officers Larry Nye, president; and Velma Ho, who shares the vice 
presidency with Jerry Spitzer. Tlo and Nye said that the only other Ag-Day event will be a dance at the 
legion hall from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. featuring the Paul Newman Band. Baroda’S activities coincide with 
National Agricultural Week, and there are fewer activities this year due to a lack of participation by BBA 
members and others In the community, said Tlo and Nye. Tio said climbing costs are another factor. Hie 
BBA, nevertheless, plans to make the best of Ag-Day. (Photo by Mark Anderson)

Asian people that walked across 
a frozen Bearing Sea on the ice 
bridge thousands of years ago, 
were adept at farming long 
before Europeans arrived to 
deal in "real estate” with the 
native Americans.

The American colonists 
brought with them methods 
already known for growing 
com, beans, tobacco, pumpkins 
and various other crops. A great 
expansion of colonial farming 
began to spread west of the 
Appalachians after the 
American Revolution. A new 
type of agriculture came about, 
utilizing large plots of land with 
comparatively small amounts of 
capital and labor.

In the 19th century, America 
led the world m agricultural 
development because of many 
factors: the invention of 
machines hke McCormick’s 
reaper, which opened up the 
prairies to wheat enthusiasts, 
and the introduction of artificial 
fertilizers These two 

advancements and increasing 
specialization raised famn 
productivity dramatically.

Today in advanced countries, 
farmers tend to focus a lot on a 
specific line of production; this, 
combined with a decrease in the 
number of farm workers, has 
led to high mechanization and 
sophistication in agricultural 
technology. Machinery for 
milking cows, harvesting with 
combines, manure spreading, 
automated poultry farms and 
the hke are almost universal. 
Farmers breed certain hybrids of 
livestock and plant varieties to 
produce the best product and 
avoid disease, and computers 
are used to keep track of it all.

Now in a complex world 
where the food supply would 
last only 30 days if all farming 
and distribution stopped, the 
modern farmer nurtures the 
breadbaskets of the world to 
feed the same curious beings 
that once wandered across 
plains now being farmed.



PLENTY OF FEED: It’s time for some people to start thinking about raising chickens, and the 
Buchanan Feed Mill Inc., along South Redbud Trail, has plenty of feed to help young chicks become 
healthy chickens. Many of other types of feed and seeds are available as well. So if you’re in need of seed, 
see the above two mill employees: Frank Takace (left) and Dennis Chapla. The mill Is owned and 
operated by Richard Kading, a resident of the Bridgman area. (Photo by Mark Anderson)
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WEEK 
SPECIAL

2 Eggs, 
Corned Beef Hash, Toast
& the Best Coffee in Town *

Tie’s Restaurant
Downtown Baroda

Open Daily 5:30 am-2 pm; Sat 7 am-1 pm,- Closed Sun

Michigan Livestock Exchange
"Still One of the Largest Hog Markels in the Nation"

WE THANK BERRIEN COUNTY FARMERS 
FOR THEIR BUSINESS!

Dally Market

Located 3 miles east of Cassopolis on M-60 
"Early Bird" your hogs by Noon

Deliver in yards before 9:00 A.M. Weekdays

P.O. Box 215,
Cassopolis, Michigan 
Office Phone 
Vandalia 476*9751

Call Gene or Roger 
for market information

*

Groundwater task force formed

to look at farm practices
A groundwater task force has 

been created by the Michigan 
State University College of 
Agriculture and Natural 
Resources to examine the 
impacts of agricultural practices 
on rural groundwater quality in 
Michigan
“There’s not a single more 

important challenge facing us 
than groundwater quality,” says 
James Anderson, MSU vice 
provost and dean of the College 
of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources. “We don’t have the 
option of easily cleaning up our 
mistakes ”

The task force consits of a 
three-member administrative 
committee and a 16-member 
technical committee made up of 
MSU faculty members. 
Representatives from state, 
county and local governments, 
private industry and 
agricultural organizations will 
serve on a liaison advisory 
panel.

“Michigan State University is 
the one organization that can 
bring statewide groups together 
t^ look at groundwater 
problems and the potential for 
solving these problems,” 
Anderson says.

The Groundwater Task Force 
is charged with five key research 
and extension activities:

—Assessing Michigan’s
current groundwater contamina­

tion levels.
—Developing predictive 

models of agricultural chemical 
movement into groundwater.

—Defining probable safe 
levels of exposure to 
contaminants.

—Developing strategies to 

SEEDS

SAVE MONEY!
Buy Bulk 

Garden Seed

Why pay the long dollar for seed off a 

packet rack? Buy from bulk and save! 

Find exciting new varieties 
alongside old favorites at

WATCH FOR OUR
FLATS OF BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS 

AND HANGING BASKETS 
THIS SPRING!

decrease contamination to 
acceptable levels while 
maintaining agricultural pro­
ductivity.

—Demonstrating these
strategies to the farm

(Continued on page 6)

114 E. Front St 
Buchanan 
695-6501
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Sadler's Auction Service

Robert James
Implements

a

* ♦

RAKES AND SHOVELS, PITCHFORKS AND PAINT are among the many things sold at 
Bakertown Lumber and Supply at 16754 Bakertown Road in Buchanan Township. Manager Jerry 
Backus is shown above with a full collection of lawn and gardening tools. The store, owned by Chuck 
Holden, has been at its present location with expanded items and services for about eight months. 
Backus noted that the store “has everything for the do-it-yourself builder” — lumber, took, accessories, 
etc. (Photo by Mark Anderson)

investing today in the

★ 
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Farm groups support 
diesel tax exemption

The Michigan Farm Bureau 
and 15 other general farm and 
commodity organizations have 
joined to support legislation that 
would reverse a controversial 
plan to require farmers to pay a 
tax they do not owe.

A provision of the Budget

Reconciliation Act of 1987 
requires farmers purchasing 
diesel fuel for use on their farms 
to pay a 15 cents-per-gallon tax 
at the time of purchase and file 
for arefund or credit later.

The farm groups say it makes 
no sense for farmers, who are

not required to pay the tax on 
fuel for off-highway use, to 
have to pay it up-front, then file 
and wait for a refund. A number 
of bills have been introduced to 
reserve the provision by 
extending the exemption for the 
diesel fuel tax for fuel used off 
the highways.
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YOU COULD SPEND 
AUHETME

WEARING IT OUT.
• Honda Tillers feature four-stroke Honda 

engines that are quiet, rugged, and fuel­
efficient.

• Powerful enough to till even hard-packed 
soil.

• Low center of gravity provides 
greater maneuverability.

• Check out the full line - 
from 2.4 horsepower up to 
7 horsepower - plus acces­
sories and service at your 
local Honda Power 
Equipment dealer.

1 Honda
Waggoner’s 
TRACTOR BARN

52129 U.S. 31/33 North 
South Bend, IN 46637 

(219)272-8889
jvwBwdtlWww Stupid

★ Household

★ Farm

★ Commercial
/

★ Antiques

Ben Sadler
201 E. Front, Buchanan 695-6866

New?

to serve you better

Tractor Sales and Service

Cleveland Avenue, Gallen

545-3341

S5340
Has established nwi industry yield 
standards for its maturity

• Adapts to a wide range of growing conditions

• Outstanding yield potential

• Long, flex ears adapt to varying populations

• Excellent test weight with outstanding grain 
quality

• Excellent drouth tolerance

THIS YEAR 
PLANT 

A WINNER

See me for the 
complete Northrup King 
hybrid line-up!

Seeds and service secondtonone.-

Larry Richter, 
Dealer

Galien, 
Michigan 

695-3241

THENEW

NORTHRUP KEKI 
Swdrarrisanfce 
UKorxftomnr*



Improved long-term outlook 

for Michigan farmers
Michigan's diverse agricul­

ture, coupled with an improving 
farm economy, should set the 
stage for an improved long-term 
outlook for Michigan farmers

“Most of the adjustments 
needed to turn around the farm 
crisis have been made,” says 
Jake Fems, a Michigan State 
University agricultural 
economics specialist “We can 
see the bght at the end of the 
tunnel ”

Fems projects that by the 
early 1990s, the bulging gram 
surplus that has hampered 
America’s farm industry 
throughout much of this decade 
will be virtually ehminated 
through acreage reduction 
programs and increased export 
sales. With modest growth in the 
world’s economy, particularly in 
underdeveloped countries, 
expansion m demand for animal 
protein and attendant livestock 
feeds should improve the market 
for U S. Exports of feed grain 
and soybeans

“I would say that, for the 
most part, Michigan will stay 
with our basic crops,” Fems 
says. “There may be some 
shiftmg of acreage from one 
crop to another, but I don’t see 

any of our conventional crops 
going completely out of the 
picture ”

One crop that may be 
vulnerable is dry beans, Fems 
says, pointing out that Ontario, 
Minnesota and North Dakota 
have expanded their dry bean 
acreage

“It’s possible that we could 
lose it, but I think we have 
enough going for us m terms of 
existing producers, grower 
expertise and a strong market 
structure to stabilize the 
industry,” he says. “We’re still 
No. 1 in production, but we’re 
not very far ahead of North 
Dakota ”

Several new crops are being 
considered for commercial 
production m Michigan. These 
mclude canola, sweet legumes, 
exotic mushrooms, artichokes, 
broccoli and cauliflower. The 
demand for canola by the 
vegetable oil industry has 
recently increased, Fems notes.

When researching new crops 
for Michigan fanners, a 
committee of researchers and 
leaders in the agnculture and 
food industries look at the 
potential impact on the state’s 
economy and the demand 

outlook for the crop, and they 
determine if Michigan would 
have a comparative advantage in 
the market

One comparative advantage 
that Michigan has over other 
states is that most of its 
agnculture and food industry is 
located near large metropolitan 
areas
“A big population very close 

at hand permits extensive direct 
marketing through roadside 
stands and farmers’ markets,” 
Fems says “These 
metropolitan areas, with a 
strong industnal base, offer 
farm families the flexibility of 
off-farm income. This is a 
charactenstic that other states 
do not have and has been a plus 
in weathering the recent 
economic storm ”

Easy access to fresh water’ 
resources and Michigan’s 
proximity to large population 
areas in North Amenca are also 
advantages for producers.
“We have a lot going for us 

here in Michigan,” Fems says. 
“We have a broad base of rural 
leadership, firm?, institutions 
and state government agencies 
involved in the economic 
development of Michigan’s 
agriculture and food industry.”

John M. Glassman
& Sons 
Auctioneers
& Associates

OUR SERVICES
Farm Sales- our specialty 

Estate Auctions 
Real Estate Auctions 
Business Liquidations ' 
Machinery Sales 

Bankruptcies
Charitable Auctions 

Antiques & Collectibles
REALTOR®

MAIiy STREET P.O. Box 315 
Eau Claire, Michigan 49111 

Phone (616) 461-6271 • 925-1422 

"The Auction Way is the Best Way"

Country Store
M-51 So , Dowagiac 

Ph. 782-7096

tAKE’S
SERV'ce,

We Want To Be YOUR 
Fertilizer and Chemical Supplier 

—THIS WINTER WE SURVEYED 325 AREA FARMERS—

100% rated us as equal to or better than the 
other custom applicators in the area.

100% Said our personnel were courteous, 
knowledgeable and willing to help.

94.7% Said we were open when they needed us. 
(We’ll be expanding our hours.)

100% Said we had accuarate and up-to-date 
advice and information.

We can custom blend a 
fertilizer, lime and 
chemical program to fit 
your needs.

We want to thank your for your business In the 
past... or, we would like to welcome you as a new 
customer In 1988.

Al/ of us st Lake’s

New Carlisle, IN (219)654-3116

dealer for Cass and surrounding counties.
12% Complete

DAIRY BEEF FEED. . . . . . . . *11°° 100 lbs.

Ulf SHRIER GROWER 

’ll50 *10% 100 lbs.
100 lbs. when you buy 500 lbs

We also carry pet feeds and tack.

every Monday Night 8 pM-Mldnlghf

Senior Citizen Discount 
every Wecfoesday 

5% up to 520.00

OPEN 7 PAYS A WHK 
8 m - MtolgM
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Ornamental grasses 

attractive in flower 

garden, landscape

EAST LANSING — With 
their interesting foliage textures 
and colors and unusual flowers, 
ornamental grasses can be a 
rewarding addition to the flower 
garden and the landscape, '

“Many ornamental grasses 
have attractive forms, foliage or 
flowers unlike anything else in 
the landscape or garden,” says 
Lee Taylor, extension 
horticulture specialist at 
Michigan^ State University. 
“They range'in height from a 
few inches to several feet and 
can serve as ground covers, 
specimen plants and perennial 
borders, as well as a' source of 
fresh and dried plant material 
for arrangements.”

Most ornamental grasses are 
perennials in their native lands 
but aren’t hardy m Michigan 
and so must be grown as 
annuals Some of the most 
attractive for use in Michigan 
are

—Crimson fountain grass 
(pennisetum setaceum) is grown 
from seed for its 9- to 12-inch, 
purple flowers Cultivars with 
red or purple foliage are also 
available

—True pampas grass 
(cortadena selloana) is not 
hardy in Michigan and so is 
grown as an annual. It may 
reach three to 20 feet in height 
In early fall, it bears white or 
pale pink flowers that may reach 
36 inches in length.

—Weeping love grass 
(eragrostis curvula) stands three 

to five feet and bears dark gray­
green, 10- to 15-inch flowers in 
late June through early August 
It self-seeds readily and so 
comes up year after year.

—Tufted hair grass 
(deschhmpsia caespitosa) grows 
in 20 to 36-mch mounds and 
bears 10- to 15-mch white or 
light green flowers from late 
June to late August

—Switch grass (panicum 
virgatum) is a perennial with a 
dense, upright form that persists 
into winter, making it one of the 
few ornamental grasses with any 
winter landscaping value. It 
reaches a height of three to six 
feet and bears in late summer 
12- to 16-inch, dark red-purple 
flowers that fade to beige

—Fountain grass (pennisetum 
alopecuroides) is a perennial 
that grows in the form of a four- 
foot mound that bears 
numerous coppery tan or 
reddish, six- to eight-mch 
flowers m late summer and early 
fall It’s one of the few grasses 
that offer excellent fall color 
(yellow).

Some perennial ornamental 
grasses are available as plants as 
well as seeds, Taylor notes. 
Plants give you an impressive 
display sooner than seeds but 
are much more expensive.

Both plants and seeds are 
planted in the spring, Taylor 
says. Most ornamental grasses 
prefer full sun and grow best in 
fertile, well drained soil.

HAROLD BOWLIN, sales manager of Rafferty’s Pontiac-Buick-GMC on U.S 33 In Niles, was 
the man who last year displayed trucks al the Van Buren, Cass and Berrien county youth fairs He is 
considering visiting these fairs again this year to show his arsenal of trucks. He is standing by a (red) 
CMC half-ton, four-wheel-drive pickup, which is parked next to GMC’s S-15, four-wheel-drive 
“Jimmy” model. Both are heavy duty trucks considered ideal for the working person who likes a little 
luxury along with power. (Photo by Mark Anderson)

Garden Corner —
Q I had so many yellow 

jackets around my house last 
fall that my backyard was 
practically unusable. Is there 
anything I can do this year to 
prevent that kind of invasion 
again?

A. The invasion began m the 
spring, when overwintering 
females began to build nests and 
lay the eggs that would develop 
into the hordes of yellow jackets 
you saw in the fall. The key to 
control is destroying the queens 
and the new colonies in the 
spring, before numbers begin to 
build. Any yellow jackets you 
see flying around on those first 
balmy spring days are probably 
females looking for good 
nesting sites. Controlling these 
lone females now is much easier 
— and safer — than trying to 
control their hundreds or 
thousands of descendants a few 

months from now
Q. Do seeds have an up side 

and a down side? If so and I 
plant a seed upside-down, will 
the plant somehow grow right 
side up?

A. You don’t have to worry 
about planting seeds upside­
down. Unlike bulbs and corms, 
which have to be properly 
oriented with the root end 
down, seeds will manage to get 
their roots down their tops up 
no matter how you plant them.

Q. I’ve never grown a 
vegetable garden. What would 
be some easy, foolproof plants 
for my first try?

A. No plants are foolproof, 
but some give better returns for 
the space they take up with 
fewer problems. Bush snap 
beans generally have few disease 
or insect problems. Summer 
squash, cucumbers, tomatoes, 

peppers, leaf lettuce, spinach 
and carrots are also good crops 
for beginners If you don’t mind 

(Continued on page 12)

Baler Twine 
Hay Preservative 

Hay & Straw

Commodity 
Certs: 

Buy & Sale

Z£\ PIONEER.
A J BRAND PRODUCT!

DALESEYFRED 
16048 Cleveland Ave. 
Galien, MI 49113 
Ph. 545-8358/2447

TRUCKS COST LESS AT RAFFERTYS!

1988 Dodge Ram 50 Pickup 
4 cyl, 5 spd, power steering, west coast 

mirrors, rear step bumper 
Reg $8349
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Only*6499

88 S-15 Pickup 
5 to choose from 

Reg. $7235

Only *6,163

Notice to import buyoral Thia la to remind 
you of the tow prtooa and great savings on 
our quality MTtsuWehl Una of vehicles 
Imported for Chrysler, Dodge & Ptymount, 

Pome *ee u* now!

GMC Full Size % Ton Pickup 
4x4,350 V-8,4 spd, auto, AM/FM, front 
stabilizing bar. heavy duty shocks, rear 

axle locking diff, more!
Reg $15,538

Only*12,724*

NILES,MICH 
1102 S. 11th US-31, Niles 

684-8200 683-3920
the sign of a 

SMARTSHOPPER

GMC Full Size 1/2 Ton Pickup 
4x4, 5 spd, AM/FM, 6x9 mirrors, heavy 

duty shocks, more1 
Reg. $12,943 

omy *10,495*

1988 Dodge Ram 50 
Extended Cab

4 cyl, auto, west coast mirrors, AM/FM 
stereo, power steering and brakes, rear 

step bumper, more!
Reg $9780

Only*7995

("After rebate, plus desL fax, title, 
Itoenee.)

A



k TROY-BUILT TILLERS are shown on each side of Jim Bernath at Chandler’s Sales and Service, 
Inc., which has been located at 51465 U.S. 31-33 North, South Bend, Ind., since 1963. Bernath, who has 
owned the business since 1978, highly recommends the Troy tillers, which are made by Garden Way 
Manufacturing of Troy, N.Y. The tillers above are Pony models each of which has a five-horsepower 
engine. Chandler’s to one of Just 350 factory authorized dealers for Troy-built equipment, parts and 
repair service. Chandler’s also sells “anything to do with outdoor power equipment,” said Bernath. This 
equipment includes garden tractors, riding mowers, chain saws and line trimmers. (Photo by Mark 
Anderson)

Groundwater task force 

looks at farm practices
(Continued from page 2) 

community
The task force’s first act will 

be to organize an educational 
Seminar on agricultural 
contributions to groundwater 
contamination Expert speakers 
will be invited to give 
background information to task 
force members and others 
interested in the topic

Robert Hollingworth, direc­
tor of the MSU Pesticide 
Research Center, is chairperson 
of the Groundwater Task Force 

administrative and technical 
committees The co-
chairpersons of these
committees are Jon Barthohc, 
director of the Institute of 
Water Research and head of the 
Department of Resource 
Development, and Eldor Paul, 
chairperson of the Department 
of Crop and Soil Sciences

The MSU Agricultural 
Experiment Station _and the 
Cooperative Extension Service 
are jointly providing $5,000 a 
year to support task force 
activities until February 1991.

Baroda Business Association presents I

“A Salute to i
Herb gardening-Making a comeback

In the gardens of American 
pioneers, herbs had a prominent 
place Various herbs provided 
seasoning for food, home 
remedies for treating illness and 
injury, fragrances for potpourri 
and soap making, and dyes for 
homespun fabrics

In spite of today's 
supermarket, which makes it 
easy to have dried herbs on hand 
year round, herb gardening is 
making a comeback, says Lee 
Taylor, extension horticulture 
specialist at Michigan State 
University
“Interest m various kinds of 

ethnic cooking and the desire to 
reduce or eliminate salt from the 
diet are contributing to a 
renewed interest m home herb 
gardening,” he observes 
“People’s interest in old-time 
crafts, Indian lore and folk 
medicine is also a factor ”

Most herbs are generally easy 
to grow, Taylor says. They do 
best in full sun, though many 
will tolerate light shade. Herbs 
will grow m any good garden 
soil that is neither very acid nor 
alkaline — a pH of 6.5 to 7.0 
produces the best herbs.

“The soil for an herb garden 
does not need to be highly 
fertile,” Taylor points out. “On 
highly fertile soils, herbs tend to 
produce a lot of voliage that’s 
poonin flavor. A less fertile site 
withlsome organic matter in the 
soil and good drainage will 
produce quality herbs.”

Herbs grown outdoors rarely 
have trouble with insects.

You can start an herb garden 
with seeds or purchased 
transplants

Sow seeds indoors in late 
winter and transplant small 
plants outdoors after the danger 

of frost is past, or seed directly 
mto the garden after frost. 
Direct seeding works well with 
dill, anise, coriander and fennel, 
which don’t transplant well.

Some herbs — including sage, 
rosemary, lavender, marjoram, 
oregano, lemon balm, mints and 
thyme — are often available as 
plants. Place them in a prepared 
spot in the garden after the 
danger of frost is past

Good herbs for a beginner’s 
herb garden include rosemary, 
chives, thyme,' dill, sage, 
lavender, basil, borage and 
mints
“When you harvest herbs 

depends on the type of herb and 
the part of the plant harvested,” 
Taylor says, "With some herbs 
— such as parsley, borage and 
thyme — you harvest only the 
young green leaves or the leaves

(Continued on page 9)

Saturday, March 26, 9 pm - 1 am * 

, Baroda American Legion Legion Hall
Music by

PAUL NEWMAN BAND<

But you’ll see the 
difference with.

DODGE TRUCK CENTER
1988 DODGE DAKOTA SE

Discount 552.00
Lt. blue, auto, V-6, AM/FM, 
stereo, cloth seats, gauge 
pkg, more

10,345.00
Rebate 750.00

YOU PAY ONLY $9595

@!SCHROEDER
Napier & Colfax, Benton Harbor 925*5169

B236
New Group II yield challenger!

Features
• Outstanding yield potential
• Excellent standabiltty
• Very shatter resistant
• Adapted to all row widths
• Short hypocotyl - plant no deeper than 
’ 2-mches

See me for thia soybean and all 
your seed needs.

Larry Richter, Dealer 
Galien, Michigan 
695-3241

THIS YEAR PLANT 
A WINNER
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Farm bureau urges monitoring of commodity programs
Farm Bureau has expressed 

concern to the U S Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) that 
funds collected from farmers for 
commodity promotion 
programs be used for their 
intended purpose

According to Michigan Farm 
Bureau agricultural economist 
Robert Craig, the organization 
has requested USDA to submit 
annual reports on commodity 
check-off programs under its 
jurisdiction

“Farm Bureau’s concern is 
that check-off programs meet 
certain structural and 
operational safeguards,*’ Craig 
said, “Producers need to know 
that their money is going for 
promotion, market development 
and research and is not being 
diverted directly or indirectly to 
legislative or regulatory 
acUvity.”

Craig said it is important that 
funds aren’t used for lobbying 
because the producers who 
contribute represent a wide 
range of philosophies. “Such

safeguards are especially 
important when the funds are 
collected through a mandatory 
check-off program from which 
producers can’t obtain

refunds,’’ he said
“USDA audits on how 

producer funds are spent will 
help protect the check-off 
boards from criticism out in the

country for misuse of funds and dollars are utilized for their 
ensure producers that their intended purposes,” Craig said.

AN you can eat"^ 

Pancake & Sausag 
Breakfast 

Saturday, March 26 

6 am - noon 

t Adults — $3.50 
J \ Children 6-12 — $2.50 

Sponsored by the Baroda Lions Chib

Celebrate 
American

Garden Ways

'OWERi mi

THE 88’s ARE HERE 
PRE-SEASON SALE

Free Freight

Sa ve »P to $35800
With
FREE 

Attachments
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It’s the backbone of this nation. We depend 
on this great industry for many things, from 
the food we eat to the clothes we wear and 
much more. We’re especially proud to honor 
American agriculture during Ag Week, and 
throughout the year.

Fa Sa CflrbOII COa 204 N. Redbud, Buchanan

Troy-Bilt 
Tillers

3 5 hp to 8.0 hp 
10 model* to 
choose from

Trail Blazer*
Sickte Bar Mowers 
slash through 
brush, smalt sa­
plings. brambles

FREE
Extra Knife section 
with purchase of 
sickle bar mower

Super Tomahawk
Chipper/Shredder 
turns unsightly brush
info free mulch 
compost

FREE

and

Bar-Grate screen 
w/purchase of chip 
per/shr adder

Tuff-Cut®
High Wheel Mowers 
handle mowing jobs 
other mowers can t 
touch' ’2 & 24 cut­
ting wid'hs

FREE 
service package and 
extra blade with 
purchase of high 
wheel (mower)

SAVE 
YOUR 
BACK

The GARDEN WAY 
SPEEDY HOE® 

THIer/Cuitivator

Make Compost 
in Just 
14 Days!

Free matntence 
kit w/purchase of 
ifller/cultivator

With the Garden 
Way E-Z SPIN® 
Composter Free 
Thermometer with 
purchase of Com- 
poster

Th.
Original 
GARDEN WAY*

CART
• HeuUuplokXilbs
• Exytolwxm
• Now with smng deep trcm<

CHANDLER
SALES AND SERVICE, Inc.

SIM M3.31733 NmHi, SwNi BmnI
, •rakMeMH.Itet...SA.ttiMS



Biotechnology promises improved corn, soybean crops
Plant biotechnology could 

make livestock feeding more 
efficient by making the starch in 
corn more digestible and by 
increasing the protein content of

soybeans
Getting improved starch and 

protein composition can be 
accomplished through 
traditional plant breeding

methods Bui the ‘ process is 
often slow and laborious, says 
John C Sorenson, Ph D, 
research head of experimental 
plant genetics for Asgrow Seed

WELDY’S ON NORTH RED BUD TRAIL in Buchanan Township is well-known as a dealer of 
Stihl chain saws. And for good reason. One-year owner Phil Weldy (right) and his father, Dale, are 
shown with placques awarded to them for selling the most Stihl chain saw units in Michigan in 1986 (out 
of over 100 Stihl dealers In the state); and for being number one in sales volume for Stihl saws for the 
same year. Dale owned the business for 35 years in Indiana and at the present location, before turning the 
ownership over to his son about one year ago. Other things sold, include: Poulan chain Saws, trimmers, 
kerosene heaters, wood stoves, parts, etc. Repairs are also done. (Photo by Mark Anderson)

Company
“Biotechnology could 

dramatically speed up the 
process of developing better 
corn and soybeans,” he says, 
citing numerous examples.

Some of the starch packed m 
corn cells is bound in tight 
packets not easily digested by 
animals. Through
biotechnology, the genetic 
makeup of corn could be altered 
to make starch granules less 
stable and more accessible in the 
animal digestive process
“We have corn hybrids now 

that produce a high level of 
digestible starch, but they’re 
prime to disease and they 
produce low yields It’s 
conceivable, though, that we 
could transfer the desirable 
starch traits from the weaker, 
less productive plant and insert 
them into stronger, high- 
yielding hybrids,” he says 
Sorenson sees a similar role for 
biotechnology tn improving

soybean quality
For reasons not yet fully 

understood^ soybeans grown m 
the southern and central United 
States contain more protein than 
those grown in the northern tier. 
Some buyers, such as turkey 
feed processors, desire higher 
levels of protein. They may be 
willing to pay a premium for 
better soybeans Conversely, 
some buyers may penalize 
growers for low-protein 
soybeans,

Sorenson says that one 
approach to increasing protein 
content m soybeans involves 
genetic manipulation, Asgrow 
scientists are currently using a 
bacterium to insert protein 
storage genes from the green 
bean into the soybean

They have been able to detect 
added green bean genes in the 
soybean tissues, but they 
haven’t yet regenerated a plant 
that carries the gene The

(Continued on page 12)

STIHL^
NUMBER ONE WORLDWIDEThe STIHL OilAVEQ

A Lot of Saw in a Utile Package.
This compact, lightweight saw offers many 

professional features like Stihl's heavy- 
duty, anti vibration system, automatic 

chain oiling, a specially impregnated long­
life cylinder and more It's a lot more saw

01WEQ 
Outekgtop'taodAfrf

16”

$229»5# ^neeials

for the money It’s a Stihl. 
EVERYTHING YOU HEAR 
ABOUT THEM IS TRUE.

Weldy’s
Sales & Service 

3 miles north of Buchanan 
on Redbud Trail 
695-9009

Pole Buildings

We Build To Your Plans
Example:.

— SAVE $700 ON THIS —

30’x 48’X10’
With 10’ x 10’ Steel Overhead 

Door; 3’ Steel Insulated Service 
Door; 1 ’ Overhang on Sides;
12 Colors to Choose From

Reg- price ’7325.00 

Erected on your site 
Sale Price $6700.00

Ace Heavy Duty Stapler
Reg. 17.59 Sale $13.99
Ace Vi” Heavy Duty Staples
Reg. 1.39 Sale $1.09
Ace 1/z” Heavy Duty Staples
Reg. 1.69 Sale $1.29

Infrared Heat Lamp
Reg. 4.99 Sale $2.69

Aluminum Grain Scoop
Reg. 29.95 Sale $22.99

While supply lasts
Select Color Neo Nails
Reg. 2.24 lb. Sale $1.00 lb.

50 lbs. $50.00
Lead Head Nails
Reg. 2.59 lb. Sale $1.25 lb.

POLE BUILDING 
MATERIALS 

HEADQUARTERS

BAKERTOWN LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLY

Bakertown Road, Buchanan 695-2342
Hours: Mon-Fri 8-5:30; Sat 8-4; Sun 10-2

^PRESSURE TREATED TIMBERS
4 x 4s—4 x 6s—6 x 6s

^TREATED & UNTREATED LUMBER
2 x 4s—2 x 6s—2 x 8s—2 x 10s—2 x 12s

GALVANIZED & PAINTED STEEL SIDING
29ga —36" wide—cut to length

^NATIONAL door HARDWARE-NAILS-TRUSSES
DELIVERY SERVICE

PHONE 461-6981 FOR QUOTES

EAU CLAIRE LUMBER
6524 E. Main Sfreef, Em Claire, MicMoai
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AT THE BUCHANAN FARMERS CREDIT UNION on Days Avenue, financial services have 
been provided for rural property owners for over SO years. Shown is Kay Miller, a new teller at the credit 
union, preparing for another day’s transactions. The credit union was established on August 12,1932, 
and has supported farmers and other rural property owners ever since. (Photo by Mark Anderson)

Ag Week Special 
-------BIG SAVINGS-------

★ 30" range

★ Oven window 
door

★ Digital clock

★ Surface unit
"ON" 

indicator lights

★ Automatic 
oven timer

Model RB747G

“JFe sell with service”
Baroda TV &

Appliance Center
8998 First Slreel, Baroda Phone 422-1137

Mon-Fri 8:30-5; Sat 8:30-3:00

Herb gardening-

Making a comeback
(Continued from page 6) 

and the blossoms. In other 
instances — such as dill, 
conander and sweet fennel — 
you harvest the seeds or 
seedheads. A few — such as 
angelica and lovage — produce 
usable roots.”

Leaves, flowers, stems and 
seeds are usually dned for 
storage. Others, such as 
coriander and tarragon, do not 
dry well and so keep better if 
they’re blanched and frozen or 
preserved in vinegar or oil. You 
can freeze dill, chives and basil 
without blanching.

Even if you never harvest 
herbs for use indoors, you can 
enjoy them in the garden. Herbs 
offer a variety of foliage colors 
and textures, and many produce 
attractive, fragrant flowers. 
Plant them in a designated herb 
garden or mix them in with 
annual and perennial flowers, 
use them as borders or grow

them in containers.
“Growing herbs has become 

so popular in Michigan that 
herb fanciers have formed an 
association, Michigan Herb 
Associates, and • sponsored a 
major herb conference,” Taylor 
notes. “They’ll be meeting again 
March 23 and 24 during 
Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Week at MSU.”

The herb meetings are free 
and open to the public. A box 
lunch is available at a small cost. 
To reserve a lunch or a seat at 
the March 23 banquet and hear 
Gwen Frostic speak, send in the 
reservation form in the ANR 
Week program available at your 
county Cooperative Extension 
Service office.

For more information on 
Michigan Herb Associates, 
contact Taylor at the 
Department of Horticulture, 
240D Plant and Soil Services 
Building, MSU, East Lansing, 
Ml 48824.

Back For another 
year to serve you.

in your friendly and 
courteous manner, if 
you've been thinking 
about an auction and 
are not sure give us a 
call for free 
consultation. .

Also now is the time 
to set a date for your 
auction, so you can 
get the date you 
want

Ed Mlschke 
Auction 
Service

box 221, Harbert, Ml 49ti5 
Phone 469*2759

MtmMr wcnigan State 
auctioneers Maodation

Not responsRHe for doom soM or 
accidents.
announcements macle x time of 
»<e^t|^)recedence over any

Quality Siding 
from V-C Sales

Vinyl & Aluminum Siding 

Seamless Eaves & GutterswAwnings 

Replacement Windows«Patio Covers 

Aluminum Shutters«Car Ports 
Storm & Screen Repair wMarqUees

Easy Terms

V-C SALES
M-1M AT SCOTTD All* ACROSS AC. HAHOWAWt

IL 429-9S71 429-BS
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For AH Those who believe in... 
good savings rates, 

good borrowing rates, 
good service,

the Good NEWS is at your CREDIT UNION!
Yoar sevtngs mwred to $100,000 

NCUA 
NmHmmI Credit IMen MmmMriMn, 

iUS GevtmmtntAw«cy

BUCHANAN FARMERS

P.O. Box 406, 122 Days Avenue, Buchanan, Ml 49107 
■■■ I —. . II |l .SI. W.M I ■. — II |

X your tanly ctedK onsxi

695-2334



Farmers examine spraying and tillage equipment at the annual open house held March 16 at the 
Buchanan Farmers Co-Op on Bakertown Road. The equipment was brought to the open house by 
Farmco Distributing of Lansing which distributes the gear for the manufacturer — Kongskilde of 
Ontario, Canada. (Photo by Marir Anderson)

AUCTIONEERS
» Household

« Antiques

"YOUR SALE IS OUR BIDDING"

Asmus Auction Service
616*683-3918

* Livestock

NILES, MICHIGAN

• Agriculture

GRADUA TES OF REPPEFtT SCHOOL OF AUCTIONEERING

PLANT
FFA launches safety campaign

(Continued from page 1) 

heighten awareness in the farm 
community of the importance of 
using protective equipment
when handling agricultural
chemicals.

According to Dave Althaus, 
coordinator of Monsanto’s farm 
chemical safety programs, it is 
possible to significantly reduce- 
the risk of exposure by merely 
using proper protective 
equipment “Wearing gloves 
and goggles when handling farm 
chemicals, or while adjusting 
and repairing equipment, is 
perhaps the single most 
unportant step a farmer can take 
to reduce exposure to hands and 
eyes,” he said

Through this program, both 
Monsanto and the FFA have 
renewed their commitment to 
make America’s farms a safer

environment, Althaus reports. 
“The FFA organization is 
particularly important in this 
effort since it can serve as a 
powerful and influential voice 
on behalf of farm safety in the 
local community ’’

The 2+2 Handy Pak 
Program was first introduced m 
1986 on a trial basis in Illinois, 
Iowa and Minnesota. Based on 
FFA chapter response to the 
sales results, the program was 
expanded last year to eight 
Midwest states. For 1988, FFA 
chapters in 16 states are eligible 
to participate in the safety 
program.

“The program has rewards 
for everybody involved,” 
Althaus observes. "FFA 
chapters have the opportunity to 
participate in a major 
community safety project,

Monsanto has a meaningful way 
to help promote farm chemical 
safety, and farmers receive 
unportant safety protection 
equipment at a bargain. With 
the continued help and support 
of state and local FFA 
organizations, we look forward 
to an extremely successful 
program in 1988,”

Participating FFA chapters 
purchase the 2+2 Handy Pak 
from Monsanto at cost, with all 
profits from the sale remaining 
with the local chapter In each 
state, qualifying chapters also 
are eligible to win cash awards, 
ranging from $100 to $500, 
based on sales records.

For more information on the 
2+$2 Handy Pak Program, 
contact a representative of your 
local FFA'chapter.

SEE THE PIONEER DIFFERENCE

DALE SEYFRED 
16048 Cleveland Ave. 
Galien, MI 49113 
Ph. 454-8358/2447

/§g\PI0NEER.
•LzOzL/ "wo—

PtONUR HLBRCO tHTERNAnONAl, INC, 
FIOHCLR* brand erodoeta arc mM aubfael Id Iha WflM bnd 
conMana at tale wNeh are Mri •< IM MeNnf and aafa 

deeueBenad* 
Plantar It a brand name; numbers Identify variedea. 

tftoftiMered trademark o< Pioneer HMkad MecMtlanai, Ine. 
Dea Molnar tows, U4X

WVWUWWWWUWWWVVWWVti

REVIN’S
^epaIR se%

10552 U.S. 31/33 
Berrien Springs, Ml 49103 >

Will repairat my place or yours, all types and 
makes of farm equipment.

Reasonable rates
8 years experience

KEVIN MACH 471-4289 24 Hours
7 Days
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EASY TO INSTALL 
ALUMINUM GUTTERS

V-C SALES
AT THE BARODA TIRE SERVICE CENTER, 1638 W. Lemon Creek Road, Baroda, Gus 

Tollas (left) and Steve Springs are shown with two of the many massive Armstrong tractor tires that are 
sold at the center. Not only are such tires sold but they are also installed on tractors by tire center 
personnel. Of Course automotive tires, both used and new, are sold as well and installation is available. 
(Photo by Mark Anderson)

M 139 AT SCOTTDALE • ACROSS FROM ACE HARDWARE
PHONE 429-9871

We’ll Keep Your 
Wheels 
Turning wOD

See us for all your lubricant needs:

Your I
Tire j

Service" 
Center

I 
§ 
o o 
O 
c m

• Mefered and Delivered, Diesel fuel 
(Regular and Premium), K-1 kerosene, 
Gasoline, Home heating oils

Farmers:

Regular, Premium Diesel available 
at our plants for your pick up 

(Cash/Carry discounted price)

• Gulf, Marathon, Chevron motor oil
(case or drum)

• Hydraulic oil, Grease (bulk or cartridges), 

Batteries, Oil and fuel filters, 
Commercial oils, and more c

4

Agriculture Day

March 20

Serving area farmers 
for over 50 years

REAR, FRONT, 
IMPLEMENTS, 
NEW & USED

COMPLETE, FAST, EFFICIENT 
TRACTOR TIRE SERVICE

AND REPAIR

Agriculture CouncN of America

AGRICULTURE: 
ITS YOUR 
HEARTBEAT, 
AMERICA 

we urge every 
American to 
consider this 
message 
... everyday!

422-1154
IS THE NUMBER

TO CALL 
FOR ALL YOUR 

FARM TIRE NEEDS

Call about our Spring Specials.

I 3e 5
&5 5
s

422-1133
| is the number to call

for bulk prices and delivery service.

Strefting
। Oil Company, Inc.

"Quality First, Service Always"

Bnwfa, Mtt. 422-1133 BKkani, Mick. 695-9041

Armstrong
WE GO THE EXTRA MILE

BARODA 
TIRE SERVICE CENTER

1638 LEMON CREEK ROAD 
BARODA, MICHIGAN 49101 422-1154

co



Biotechnology improves crops
(Continued from page 8) 

researchers hope that by simply 
increasing the number of genes 
that influence protein storage, 
actual protein storage will 
hkewide mcrease

Sorenson says biotechnology 
could change not only the 
amount of protein in soybeans, 
but also the quality of that 
protein

The protein in soybean meal is 
relatively low in the ammo acid 
methionine Biotechnology 
could mcrease natural 
production of methionine, 
making soybean protein a more 
complete meal for human 
consumption and improving 
feed efficiencies in poultry and 
swine production

Many improvements in com 
and soybeans will be accelerated 
by biotechnology Some 
improvements were simply not

possible until the advent of greater agricultural efficiencies, 
biotechnology Either way, which is good news to fanners 
those improvements promise and consumers alike

Garden Corner —
(Continued from page 5)

dealing with httle green 
caterpillars, you can add 
broccoli and cabbage to your 
hst Crops such as peas, sweet 
com, potatoes and vining 
squash are not particularly 
difficult to grow, but they tend 
to take up more space in 
proportion to their harvest If 
your garden space is limited — 
or if you’re trying to keep your 
first garden small and 
manageable — these might be 
good crops to avoid

Q. My new house was done

too late last fall to get a lawn 
planted. Which would be better 
this spring — to plant seed or 
put down sod?

A Sod, of course, gives 
essentially instant results And if 
you sod, you’ll avoid the 
problems with weeds that you’ll 
have if you seed in the spring. 
Sodding is also more expensive 
than seeding — a few pounds of 
grass seed costs much less than 
several thousand square feet of 
sod If your lawn is shaded, you 
may have trouble finding sod 
grown from grass vaneties that 
will do well there

Tractor enthusiasts are shown examining just snch a machine at 
the annualopen house -at -the- Buchanan Fanners Co-op on 
Bakertown Road, held March 16 for the entire day. (Photo by Mark 
Anderson)

I’m Out to Earn Your Business.Proven performance. That’s why I started looking at DEKALB- PFIZER for all my seed needs. Their new line-up of high-yielding varieties earned my business. Now I’m a DEKALB-PFIZER dealer with the products and agronomic services to earn my way on more of your crop acres. See me today _____
EarningMy Way onMore of Your Acres.

ROSS MOORE
DEKALB-PflZER

GENETICS

1947 E. Glendora, Buchanan 
695-6303
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Early Bird
^farma {Sarma’ScrUmER Sa'e

SLEEVE ASSEMBLIES

Ford8N-9N
All makes available at very 
good prices

DISC BLADES

810-261
16" 11 ga

829 ■ 261
20" 9 ga

826 • 261
18" 9 ga

5.99
9.99
7.99

TRUCK TOOL BOXES
Mini Plastic 

44734 472
Mini Metal — 

22206-269 /U.W
Full Size Metal 

22185-269

BOLTS — 1.00 lb.

ood'

MUFFLERS
Ford 8N-9N 

870-123
IH A Super A an Aft 

8082-123 IZ.77
IH H thru 560

8085-123

HYDRAULIC 
CYLINDERS
3" x 8' 

6501-017
Reg 64 99

3%” x 8” 
6585 017 
Reg 69 99

54.99

59.99

Many Makes Available

MANIFOLD 
8N-9H Ford 

4775-009

PRICES GOOD THRU MARCH IS

49.99

Used parts available 
1987 Catalog available now — 

pick up your free copy!

H.F.S. TRACTOR
Sales and Service

2 Locations Now To Servo You:

1218 8. 11th (U.S. 33). MJ 
Across from McDonald’s 

(G1G| 683-7272 ■ Mon.-Sat. 9 to 6

% mile north of Baroda on 
StevaMvitle-Baroda Road 

Open Mon. thru Sat. 8 a.m. to 6 p.n>. 

PHONE (616) 422-1753


