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ANNUAL MEETING FEBRUARY 16 FARMERS OF THE YEAR

Muter Photographer, Master Musician Edwin P. Petersen will 
present his “America the Beautiful’’ film at the Galien River Soil 
Conservation District annual meeting at 12 oo noon, Saturday, 
February 16 at the Olive Branch Church near Galien, Peterson takes" 
his viewers from New York westward to the Pacific coast, southward 
through California and eastward through the south to Washington, 
D.C. Mr. Petersen offers something new in the illustrated program 
field, presenting super color films, with live narration to the 
accompaniment of glorious music on his Hammond organ.

An outstanding Conservation Farmer Award will be presented to
Lewis and Nick Powers of Buchanan. This is in recognition for the 
job they have done installing needed soil and water conservation 
practices for their farm The election of a director to a three year 
term will be held at this meeting. Dinner will be provided by the 
women of the Olive Branch Church and tickets are available at |3 25 
each from any of the District Directors, who are Robert Sherrill and' 
Ed Jelinek, Three Oaks? Nick Young, Buchanan; Gary Sommers, 
Galien, and Les Smith of Niles. All of those interested in conservation 
are invited to attend.

GALIEN RIVER
' SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

1972 To Date
New Cooperators (No) 12 472
New Cooperators (Ac.) 1,253 53,324
Land Owners Assisted (No.) 119 •
Land Owners Applying a Practice (No.) 53 -
Conservation Plana Prepared (No.), 6 316
Conservation Plan* Revised 1
Inventories It Evaluations Prepared (No.) 12 -
Units of Government Assisted 2 -
Rural Environmental Assistance

Program Referrals Serviced (REAP) (No) 40
Farm Poods Constructed (No.) 7
Grade Stabilization Structures (No.) 1 -
Tile Drains (Ft) 48,612 -
Wikfiife Upland Management (Ac.) 10 -
Tree Planting (Ac.) 14 -
Woodland Improvement (Ac.) 21 •
Detailed SoffSurvey (Ac) 7,513

Nick Powers and his father Lewis were named the farmers of the 
year. They farm 500 acres in com, beans andbay. They milk about 50 
head of dairy cattie and raise hogs and feeder pigs They maintain a 
recognized tree farm and tap about 800 maple trees

They have been cited for being good albaround conservationists. 
They practice good use of natural drainage and proper maintenance 
of natural waterways and are experts in woodland management and 
selective cutting.

Nick’s son Nick, Jr is a junior at Galien High School taking his 
co-op in agriculture

The Board of Directors

The preaeut board of diractors of the GaJtea River Sail Coeaervatioa District are (I to r) Nick 
Young, Lester Smith, Gary Soowsers, Robert Sherrill, prasideat, and Ed Jetiaek.



Sauk Trails RC&D Active 

in Three Counties

The Sauk Trails RC&D project encompassing Berrien* Cass and Van Buren counties takes its 
name from the Indian trails that crossed through the area

right: William Hover, Secretary;Members of Sauk Trails RC&D Council seated, left to 
Richards, Chairman and Pete Palis, Vice-Chairman Tally

Gary Sommers- George FrM* and Lee Dod Not present: Alfred Arny, Whit 
File and Robert Burkholz. J

ITS GOT THE HUSCLE FOB 
LITTLE JOBS. AUD JOBS 
THAT AREHT SO LITTLE.
Any chain saw can cut the small branches But what about the medium 
sized ones? And big limbs?

Unless you want to spend the whole day cutting, you need a chain saw 
with muscle And muscle is something our new Pioneer P20 has plenty of.

At just 10 pounds, 3 ounces, the P20 is light and easy to handle It gets 
its muscle from a 314 cu in engine. . bigger than any other saw in its 
class It gives the P20 more lugging power than those little lightweights

With automatic chain oiling, automatic cylinder compression release for 
easy starts, and our new anti-kick safety chain, you can see why we say that 
a Pioneer is no toy

0 PIONEER ^95 
A TOOL, KOT A TOY. (suggested retail price)

On February 15th, 1973 an 
information meeting of the 
Jt C &D was held m Paw Paw, 
Michigan A total of 29 interested 
citizens from Bernen, Cass and 
Van Buren counties attended 
Mr Woodrow H Barclay, SCS, 
and Mr Donald McArthur, 
assistant state conservationist, 
explained the formation and the 
objectives of a RC&D three 
county Council.

In March and April 1973, 
Bernen, Cass and Van Buren 
County Board of Commissioners 
agreed to sponsor the R.C &D

Mr George Fritz was elected 
temporary chairman of the 
group and the following repre­
sentatives were elected'
Bernen County Bob Burkholz, 

County Commissioner, Peter 
Pahs, St. Joseph River SCD; 
Bob Sherrill, Galien River SCD,

Cass, County Lee Dodd, 
County Commissioner; Whit 
File, Cass SCD; Tally Richards, 
Drain Commissioner

Van Buren County George 
Fritz, County Commissioner; 
Bill Hover, Van Buren SCD, 
Alfred Erny, Alle-Van S&WCD.

On May 17th, 1973 permanent 
officers were elected as follows: 
Tally Richards Chairman, Peter 
Pahs Vice-Chairman, Wm 
Hover Secretary-Treasurer The 
name of Sauk Trails was 
selected Also the constitution 
and the by-laws were drawn up 
and adopted.

Each county had a RC.&D. 
advisory group known as' a 
Steering Committee. The Sauk 
Trails Council completed an 
application for a Federal Grant. 
The application was made in a 
book form to be sent to the State 
and Federal government for 
approval

The Solar Forest

The forest is our principal 
organic receiver and store house 
of solar energy. It stores more 
energy every year than any 
other type of vegetation. The 
heating equivalent of wood and 
litter produced on 1 acre in 1 
year by white pine, for instance, 
is equal to 3,325 pounds of coal.

Solar energy captured by the 
forest produces the wood and 
paper products Which we all use 
each day. Solar energy also 
supplies the needs of all living 
things in the forest Because 
virtually all organisms depend 
upon green plants for their 
energy supply, the efficiency of 
forests m capturing solar energy 
sets limits upon the long term 
energy flow, and upon biological 
activity within the forest.

When wood fiber production is 
the primary objective of forest 
management, the forest should 
be managed to capture the 
greatest possible amount of 
solar energy. Trees will be 
favored which can use solar 
energy most effectively to 
produce fast growth, high 
quality wood fiber, forest food 
crops, and other products

In forest recreation, .solar 
energy must be considered 
too for the play of light and 
shadow across a forest camp­
ground helps determine its 
attractiveness, and the comfort 
of campground users depends 
upon the spread of solar heat 
within the campground

Also important is the role that 
forest parks in urban and 
suburban areas can play, 
through energy transfer, as 
metropolitan air conditioners.

(continued on page 8)

The project objectives and 
measures contained in this 
apphcation reflect the efforts 
and consensus judgments of 
persons who served on the 
Three-County Sauk Trails Steer­
ing Committees and on the nine 
member Sauk Trails Council

These include representatives 
of Municipal, Township and 
Governments, the Conservation 
and Sportsmen’s Organization, 
Garden Clubs, Educational 
Institutions, Public Health, Law 
Enforcements, Lake Associa­
tions, Youth Organizations, 
Minority Groups, as well as 
Agriculture, Industry, Forestry, 
Wildlife, and Recreation inter­
ests

As we worked together many 
area resource problems became 
apparent Members developed 
an awareness that regional 
planning is essential to attack 
and solve municipal problems in 
the three county area.

Our application was compiled 
with the idea to provide a 
comprehensive Resource Deve­
lopment Regional Program.

The project was completed 
and sent to Lansing for Governor 
Milliken's approval and Arthur 
Cratty, State Conservationist, 
US. Soil Conservation Service 
for approval. After they approv­
ed the project, copies were sent 
to Washington, D. C. for the 
approval of the Secretary of 
Agriculture

Due to the lateness of our 
application Mr. Bob Burkholz 
and Mr. Tally Richards joui 
neyed to Washington,D. C and 
met with the officials of the 
Department of Agriculture. 
Congressman Mr. Edward 
Hutchinson of the 4th Congres­
sional District assisted us in 
every way possible.

On December 20th, 1973 we 
were notified that our applica­
tion was not one of the 25 
accepted.

Part of the letter received 
stated, “I give you my sincere 
regrets that yours was not one of 
those selelcted this year. I also 
want you to know that I believe 
your application was a good one 
and I know that the depart­
ment’s selection of 25 out of the 
82 applications was not an easy 
task. Good luck in the coming 
year.” Signed Mr. Arthur H. 
Cratty, State Conservationist.

When I look back on the year I 
marvel that the Sauk Trails 
Council has accomplished so 
much in so short a time. Our next 
apphcation will be more favor­
ably received thru your help and 
guidance.

Tally J. Richards, Chairman 
Sauk Trails Council

The Lord God took the man and 
put him into the garden-to dress 
it and to keep it

Raindrops can’t hit the ground 
running if they fall into a good 
grass sod.

Soil and water are two of out 
most important resources, pro­
ducing foods, fibers and innum­
erable products necessary to life 
& happiness

Fertile soil is the base of healthy 
crops, healthy livestock, and 
healthy people.

If this nation is to hold the basis 
for its future greatness, each 
generation must preserve and 
enhance the soil resources for 
use of generations to come.



Flooding of the Galien River during 1973. Photo taken at

A Director Discusses Chisel Plowing

New Troy

"WE CAN SA VE YOU MONEY" 
SAVES S S SON....

EIE SALES - SERVICE 
PARTS & ACCESSORIES

NEW — USED

FARM EQUIPMENT 
TRADE-INS

40 to 140 Horse
WE ARE ONLY A PHONE CALL AWAY

461-4311
1st STREET EAU CLAIRE

chisel plow
Another objection I have heard 

to chisel plowing is that the 
residue needs to be turned under 
to make humus My comment on 
that idea is that each time all the 
residue is turned under seven to 
ten inches, there is a new layer 
of soil to get into condition for 
plant growth The soil tilth iS 
much better with the humus 
near the top where the soil and 
humus mix together to make a 
loose water-absorbing and 
moisture-holding sod Also ero­
sion is greatly reduced

I have used three types of 
chisel plows The first was a low 
clearance The second had a row 
of straight discs on the front to 
cut the stalks, it was also low 
clearance The third was a high 
clearance All had spring 
mounted shanks and were 
three-bar..

On the low clearance plow, 
there is difficulty getting the 
trash through

On the chisel plow with the row 
of discs, the power required is 
the greatest

The third high clearance vibra 
shank has worked thebest so far.

Although I favor the chisel 
plow over the moldboard plow, 
the moldboard plow still has its 
place. The chisel plow doesn’t 
work very well in sod

There is a group of farmers in 
this area that are each going to 
plant a field of O-tillage corn to 
see how it will work. We wdl 
depend on chemicals for weed 
control. Some of these fields that 
are going to be planted have 
been sod for a number of years 
It will be interesting to see what 
happens If it works favorably, it 
will be another method of 
producing crops in a soil 
conserving method

By Gary Sommers

Look ToThe Future

Okay, let’s hear it once again 
for the good old days of unspoded 
beauty, when ‘seldom was heard 
a discouraging word and the 
skies were not cloudy all day.' x

Only some of us remember it a 
httle differently.

We remember the thirties and 
gullies so deep that houses could 
fall in and stdl not fill the hole. 
Farms so wasted and eroded 
that families—whole towns— 
packed and left for some new 
Eden. Ranches so poor and 
parched that cattle starved by 
the hundreds for lack of food and 
water Regions where the aw 
was so dirty and hope so gone 
that in 1938 an angry Kansas 
wheat farmer wrote a book 
called Empire of Desi and

CHISEL PLOWING
In our area, in the past few 

years there has been a change 
from moldboard plowing to 
chisel plowing It started slowly 
with a few farmers trying it. If 
you drive around the area you 
will notice more land chisel 
plowed last fall than ever before 
Prior to this the fall tillage used 
was discing stalks and sotne fall 
moldboard plowing

My first experience with chisel 
plowing was in the fall of 1970 on 
three acres of com stalks and 
most of my soybean stubble I 
chopped the com stalks before 
chisel plowing The observations 
that were made m the fall are

1 Approximately 50 percent of 
the trash covered

2 Some subsoil clods upon top 
3 Ridges to catch the water. 
In the spring there appeared to 

be more advantages' 1 Very 
little erosion had occurred, the 
washing that was seen, was 
where the soil had washed from 
the top of the chisel plow ndge to 
the bottom.

2 Many places where the 
water would normally run off, it 
had gathered in a pocket left by 
the chisel plow and soaked into 
the ground

3 The subsod clods had frozen 
and broken down to where the 
subsod was mixed in with the top 
sod.

In the spring I disced and 
cultipacked to level the sod and 
then planted

Other opinions I have due to 
my experience with chisel 
plowing are:

Don t be fooled with the idea 
that the chisel plows puli easy 
because they are only 2-3 inch 
shovels moving the sod

This fall I'was chisel plowing 
land that had been chisel plowed 
three times before The chisel 
plow was pulling as expected. I 
went to the other side of the 
fence row to a field that had 
never been chisel plowed before. 
At first I thought something had 
happened to the tractor because 
of the difficulty I was having 
pulling the chisel plow The 
conditions were the same except 
that this ground had never been 
worked deep.

Moisture availability seems to 
improve because the grooves in 
the subsoil allow water to soak in 
and also to come back up when 
the top gets dry.

Sotne comments I have beard 
are that chisel plowing makes 
the soil wetter. This is probably 
true in heavy, poorly drained 
soil. If there is a problem with 
the soil being wet ft probably 
need^to be tilled I don’t brieve 
we can blame the wet sod on the

• Intemttiomi Fam Equipment (Cub Cadet and Garden Tractors)

•Agriautbnai Chemicals and Fartifaaa

Rgldiigiis ^SatMses i^lecaivl^qii ^Madn^t

•Hraetone Fam Tire Dealer

EVANS AGRICULTURAL SERVICES, INC

Rom Ho. Box 337 (Conor HUKtamkScMaM, R<U 

Berten Springs, Meh. Hume: 471-3*31

[dedicated it to “the vast 
multitudes of homeless men and 
women who, being haunted by 
famine, disease, and death, 

'abandoned everything, through 
sheer desperation, in their bid 
for freedom from the ever­
lasting dust menace ”

This century, this country, this 
land and air and water.

Of course, the land should 
never have been so badly 
scarred in the first place. But the 
hopeful fact is that it did come 
back. Not all the way and not 
entirely. But much of this 
country’s land today is better 
that it was 40 years ago—more 
productive, more attractive, 
better used and understood.

Who helped heal it, restore it? 
To a large degree, the farmers 
and ranchers, together with the 
scientists and professional con-

(contmued on page 6)

SOIL

CONSERVATION

By Woodrow H Barclay 
Area Conservationist 

U S Soil Conservation Service

Since 1937 the U S Soil 
Conservation Service has been 
working with Soil Conservation 
Districts to combat soil erosion 
and mismanagement of the land 
and of the water resources of the 
nation In times of war and other 
crises the farmer and other 
resource managers are called 
upon to produce food, fiber and 
raw materials for our ultimate 
consumption. These demands 
for resources have often resulted 
m exploitation and waste with 
severe damage to the land

Agricultural producers are 
being called upon again to 
provide for foreign as well as 
domestic consumption and to 
swing the balance of trade to the 
favorable side And again a 
favorable market will increase 
the potential for damage to the 
sod.

The Soil Conservation Service 
in Michigan is prepared to work 
through Districts and land users 
in order to combat the hazards of 
erosion and detrimental land use 
practices in a number of ways 
wherever they may occur 
Priority for service wdl be given 
to'

1 . Reduce sod erosion and 
subsequent sediment deposition 
in streams, lakes, ditches or 
other unacceptable locations 
whether carried by water or the 
wind

2 Develop high quality 
conservation planning and ap­
plication of conservation prac­
tices that will ultimately result 
m'

a. Cropland managed to meet 
our requirements tor food and 
fiber production, tor soil and 
water conservation and for other 
multiple use needs

b Woodland managed to meet 
requirements for producing 
woodland products, for water­
shed protection and for recrea­
tion.

c Improved and protected fish 
and wildlife habitat

d. Land managed for recrea­
tion to provide sustained 
economic or user benefits.

e Wastewater management 
systems defined and managed to 
meet quality standards and 
reduce pollution from agricul­
tural waste and chemicals.

3 Assist decisionmakers for 
units of governments to identify 
and evaluate natural resource 
problems and pursue programs 
which will direct an orderly 
development of land use pat­
terns that will meet natural 
resource use and environmental 
objectives.

4. Work with land developers 
and other nonTa rm laud users to 
insure that land is developed 
according to quality land use 
standards that provide a 
satisfying environment in which 
to live, work, and play.

5 Direct our efforts in rural 
development through the cooper- 
ative use of our technical ability 
at the state, regional and local 
levels with other designated 
rural development action units

6 Reduce flood damage 
through watershed land treat­
ment and structural measures; 
alleviate flood plain damage by 
wider use of complete flood plain 
management systems

Woiking with th, rnonty 
goals in mind will ii ,nd 
treatment and coordma*' . th 
the management -zeds of 
Michigan landholders



The Galien River 

Watershed
Preliminary field investiga­

tions began early in 1973 for the 
Galien River Watershed Engi­
neering surveys, economic anal­
yses and environmental assess­
ments have been used to 
determine problems, evaluate 
resources and plan solutions

The Watershed Planning Staff 
of the USDA Soil Conservation 
Service has been gathering data 
to assist the sponsors of the 
Gahen River Watershed These 
sponsors are the: Gahen River 
Soil Conservation District, St 
Joseph River Soil Conservation 
District, St. Joseph (Indiana) 
Soil Conservation District) La- 
Porte County (Indiana) Soil 
Conservation District, Bernen 
County Drain Commissioner.

To help solve water and 
related land resource problems, 
engineering field surveys have 
been made m the vicinity of New 
Troy-both upstream and down. 
Measurements have been made 
of the channel, flood plain and 
bridges to determine capacity 
for flood water flows and 
adequacy for drainage outlets 
Automatic data processing 
equipment has been used in 
processing this data to assist the 
engineer in determining hydrau­
lic capacities of the Gahen 
River

An accurate assessment of 
damages which have occurred is 
necessary to determine problem 
areas and to calculate project 
benefits. The Agricultural Econ­
omist from the Watershed 
Planning Staff has spent time in

(continued on page 6)

CONSERVE AND IMPROVE YOUR SOIL

PLAN FOR A PRODUCTIVE FUTURE
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ii a firawag 
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BuHing Supplies • Horse Tack & Supples

Fertkizer • Fam Epripnert

Certified Seed • Fam Ctencals
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NILES FFA LAND 

JUDGING TEAM

Debbie Du rm

Dale Robson

John Butt

Advisor

Lowell McMillen

Niles FFA Team

Wins Again

Ideal weather andalmostideal 
judging sites combined to make 
the 1973 Land Judging Contest 
the best m many years

A total of 47 students from four 
different FFA Chapters took 
part in the contest which was 
held on the Earl Beck and Nelson 
Schultz farms in Oronoko and 
Buchanan townships respec­
tively

The top three sttMSeBtB Ua'thiB’ 
year’s contest were all members 
of the Niles FFA Chapter whose 
instructor is Lowell McMillen. 
Debbie Dunn was the high 
scorer in the contest with 249 
points out of a possible 300. Dale 
Robson placed second with a 
score of 244 with John Butts close 
behind with a score of 243. 
(These were all from Niles) The 
Lakeshore Chapter placed se­
cond and the Galien Chapter was 
third in the contest.

This contest is sponsored 
jointly each year by the two 
Berrien County soil conservation 
districts and the Bemen County 
Extension Service. The Galien 
River and St Joseph River Soil 
Conservation Districts alternate 
in sponsoring the contest

A $60 award to the Niles 
Chapter and individual ribbons 
for first, second and third place 
winners on each team will be

presented at the Galien River 
SCD annual meeting on Feb­
ruary 16, 1974

The Niles team has been a 
consistent winner over the years 
and has placed in the top three 
teams several times in the state 
FFA Land Judging Contest at 
East Lansing each year.

Among the items considered in 
a judging contest are (1) the 
-texture of the topsoilarxLsubsoil, 
determining whether it is sandy,' 
sandy loam, loam, silty clay 
loam, clay loam or day, (2) the 
degree of slope, ranging from 
flat to very steep (3) the degree 
of past erosion (4) the color of 
the topsoil and subsoil, that is, 
bright, mottled or dull (5) the 
most intensive rotation that can 
be used safely, the different 
kinds of conservation practices 
that could be (Tactically used.

A new section of the score 
sheet requires the land judges to 
determine the suitability jrf the 
land for uses *other thad 
agriculture These include uses 
for residential development 
without sanitary or storm 
sewers, for septic tank disposal 
fields or soils that have more 
limited uses for such things as 
parks and outdoor recreation, 
woodland or wildlife.

Nick Young, Director

The Store with a 
Complete Stock Of 

Hardware
Glass-Pakit-Pfpe 

Cable-Power Tools-Etc.

We cut and thread pipe 
Install glass in wood and metal sash.

True Value 
Hardware

114 E. Front Buchanan 695-6501

Open
Effective Annual YleId raSSDUQK 5 13 percent

Effective Yield possible when Interest is left to compound

PER 
ANNUM

PER 
ANNUM

$5,000 minimum. 
Effective Annual 
Yield - 7 79 percent

$5,000 minimum. 
Effective Annual
Yield - 6 72 percent

$5,000 minimum 
Effective Annual 
Yield - 6 98 percent.

$1,000 minimum. 
Effective Annual 
Yield - 5 92 percent

Interest paid from day 
of deposit to day of 
withdrawalPER 

ANNUM

90 Day Notice 
Passbook

1 Year 
Certificate

$2,500 minimum 
Effective An iual 
Yield - 6 45 pe c^nf.

61 / 0/ reR
ANNUM

PER 
ANNUM

"7140Z « 
K Vl /A ANNUM

2 Year 
Certificate

30 Month 
Certificate

4 Year 
Certificate

In case of early withdrawal, all time accounts are subject 
to penalty provisions as dictated by Federal Regulations as 
follows:

(a) Loss of up to 90 days interest.

(b) Interest reverts to Passbook Savings rates.

All present savings certificate holders 
must contact one of the Association 

offices upon maturity of their present certificates 
if they wish to transfer into one of the new programs.

Our Business Is Helping You 

LaSalle Federal Savings 
■S ■ |

Insured by F.S.L.I.C. ’r
‘ " 1 ‘ ” j f ■'‘/ft c ■ ; ' , : V, „t,

Buchanan Coloma Bridgman



Sediment and Erosion Control GALIEN RIVER SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT

(continm d from page 4) 
the waiei "<'d interviewing 
farmers

While woi s has been proceed­
ing in enemeenng and eco­
nomics em iionmental assess­
ments haw i' o been under way

In April oi ')73, a general fish 
and wmilii' appraisal was 
started hi hi watershed by a 
team oi biomi’ists from the Soil 
ConservaiHHi service, Michigan 
Department of Natural Re­
sources ana Bureau of Sport 
Fisheries ana Wildlife Recom­
mendations Hill be made to 
protect and < nhance fish and 
wildlife habitat

In August additional environ­
mental assessments were made 
These included a detailed survey 
of aquatic plants and animals in 
the river system above New 
Troy Data gathered in this 
study are indicators of water 
quality Water quality appears 
to be good

A harmless green dye was 
introduced into the stream to 
determine flow times for several 
reaches of the stream This 
information will be used to 
predict temperature changes 
with possible project actions

It is planned that preliminary 
information will be presented to 
the sponsors this spring 
Resoun e assessments, problem 
delineations and possible solu­
tions to solve vater and related 
land resoun e problems will be 
presented io 'up Soil Conserva­
tion Dintru i - md the Berrien
Counts, in 
These 
solution 
problem'- 
Water ■■heli

i t Commissioner 
will determine 
orrect water 

e Galien River

is Our Business
With the enactment of Act 347 

(State Sediment and Erosion 
Control Law), the role of soil 
conservation districts in Mich­
igan in dealing with problems of 
our environment is substantially 
broadened Soil conservation 
districts have been actively 
working with land users solving 
problems of erosion and sedi­
mentation for the past 35 years 
on a voluntary basis Act 347 now 
provides that after June 30,1974, 
“A person shall not maintain or 
undertake a land use or earth 
change covered by this act or the 
rules, except m accordance with 
this act and the rules, and 
pursuant to a permit approved 
by the appropriate enforcing 
agency ” This m effect means 
that conservation measures will 
be a mandatory part of a large 
portion of our state’s land use 
activity

The Act designates several 
specific responsibilities to soil 
conservation districts in dealing 
with all land users

1 Section 10-2 sets forth 
procedures whereby land users 
engaged m agricultural pursuits 
may enter into agreement with 
soil conservation districts to 
develop conservation plans in 
lieu of site plans, land use plans 
or permits otherwise required 
The Act also provides that

2 Sediment and erosion 
control ordinances or amend­
ments to such ordinances, 
developed by a city, village or 
charter township, shall be 
submitted to the Water Re­
sources Commission and refer 
red to the appropriate soil 
conservation district for review 
or comment after July 1, 1974

3 A local or county agency 
may apply to the Water 
Resources Commission fpr de­
signation as an authorized public 
agency Soil erosion and sedi-

The Importance of Good Sceptic Systems
By Lester Smith, Secretary

Are you going to build a new 
house9 One of the problems you 
may be faced with if you are not 
building m a town or city is 
installing a septic tank disposal 
system When considering this, 
one of the first things you will 
need to consider is the soil The 
kind of sod you have could 
determine if your system is 
going to work properly or if it 
will fail Many times septic 
systems are installed with no 
prior knowledge or considera­
tion of the sod, and all too often 
many of these systems fad

Many times septic tank 
disposal systems fad for one of 
the following soil related 
reasons (1) the sod is naturally 
too wet, (2) it is too sloping or, 
(3) it is too compact

Wet sods are those which are 
saturated with water during wet 
periods of the year, and many 
remain wet for very long 
periods When these soils are 
saturated with water the septic 
tank system will not function 
properly and m some cases the 
effluent from the system will 
rise to the land surface.

Septic tank disposal systems 
constructed on land that is too 
sloping i cay also fad. When 
eonstj u'ted » -• sloping land, the
septic tai.l. 
filter ins 
des/ ’m d lit), 
side c tu

■ ifluent may not 
?i the soil as 
>iay seep out the 
pe and flow onto

the land cu ace , 
Fine t ■ tare is another

common soil problem. In

compact, clayey soil water 
moves through the soil very 
slowly. These sods may also be, 
saturated with water after a 
heavy ramfall or during prolong­
ed wet periods Once again the 
effluent may rise to the surface 
or the system may fail complete­
ly-

A soil map of your property 
can help you to avoid these and 
many other soil related prob­
lems A soil map is made by a 
soil scientist He will walk over 
your property anddig holes to a 
depth of about five feet. When 
determining the kind of soil on 
your property the soils man will 
consider the texture of the 
different layers of the soil, the 
natural drainage, the slope and 
erosion if there is any.

After the soil map has been 
completed the limitations of 
your soil for a septic tank 
disposal system can be made. 
The soil is given one of the 
following limitation ratings for 
septic tank systems* (1) slight, 
soil properties are favorable, go 
ahead; (2) moderate, caution, 
careful design and planning may 
be needed to overcome soil 
problems; (3) severe, stop, soil 
has loo many limiting features 
and it may not be feasible to 
correct.

How well a septic tank 
•iispocal system works depends 
mj’ iny factors, many <1 > >i el)

te to the soil So kn,, >cur 
For further i

t oil on this and other soil i anted 
f^oblems contact your bi

cph ot Gahen Rivc» Soil 
Conservation Districts.

ment control procedures of such 
applications shall be submitted 
to appropriate soil conservation 
district for review and comment

4 An authorized public agency 
or county or local-enforcing 
agency may enter into agree­
ment with the soil conservation 
district for assistance and 
advice in overseeing and 
reviewing compliance with ade­
quate soil erosion and sediment 
control procedures and in 
reviewing existing or proposed 
land uses, land use plans or site 
plans with regard to technical 
matters pertaining to soil 
erosion and sedimentation con­
trol

In addition, the Proposed 
Rules and Regulations for Act 
347 state that SCDs shall,

1 Provide soil erosion and 
sedimentation control standards 
and specifications to the county 
and local enforcing agencies

2 Approve variances and 
amendments to the established 
standards and specifications.

3 Approve a waiver of 
requirement of permit or plan 
for those persons engaged in 
agricultural practices and attest 
that said practices are being 
conducted m compliance with 
the Act

The residents of Berrien 
County are indeed fortunate to 
have the reliable and experienc­
ed services provided by the 
Galien River Soil Conservation 
District to carry out these 
important environmental re­
sponsibilities

Donald J Schaner, Chief
Soil & Water Conservation 
Division, Michigan Depart­
ment of Agriculture,

Look Tq The Future
(continuedfrom page S'), 

servatiomsts who worked with 
them “

The Soil Conservation Service 
played a big part We became a 
Service m April 1935—37 years 
ago this month We look back 
With pride at those who preceded 
us in SCS and forward with a 
confidence based on our history, 
experience, and the results we 
have helped landowners obtain

We continue to have problems 
today in the use of land and air 
and water, some old ones, some 
new. Urban sprawl. Suburban 
erosion. Burning dumps. Pol­
luted streams. Unwise land use.

These are not insurmountable 
problems. Today’s resource 
users—with governmental and 
other help—can do the job.

If they want to. If they know 
how. If they work hard.

It has been done before. 
Americans can look at the past 
and remember—then look to the 
future and work together on our 
common problems

4035M-139, St Joseph, Mich, Tel No 429-4231

1974 TREE PLANTING PROGRAM

Order trees now for reforestation, windbreaks, erosion control and 
wildlife food and cover Previous plantings by District Cooperators 
are doing their part to improve our environment, but many more 
acres of tree planting are needed Technicians with the U S Soil 
Conservation Service will help you plan the program for your land

Trees come in bundles of 500, therefore, you must order at least 500 of 
one species. The only exception to this will be the purchase of BLACK 
WALNUT and AUTUMN OLIVE as shown below

All orders must be received prior to March 1,1974 Trees and shrubs 
will be available about the middle of April. You will be notified of the 
exact time and place of delivery

TREE ORDER FORM

Name
City State

Road,RR, or Box No 
Telephone No

SPECIES PRICE PER 1,000
White Spruce 
White Pine 
Red Pine 
Austrian Pine 
Multiflora Rose 
Black Walnut

Autumn Olive

ORDERED
$35 00
$35 00
$35 00
$35 00
$30,00

$100 00
20or less at 25cents each
$75,00

20 or less at 25 cents each '
TOTAL AMOUNT

NOTE Full payment must accompany all orders

Kenneth E. Grant 
Administrator

AMOUNT 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$

. $

$ 
$

Make check or
money order payable to GALIEN RIVER SCD

Thank you, Your District Directors

AUDIT INVENTORY
GALIEN RIVER SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT

$ 479,46Beginning Cash Balance-July 1,1972

RECEIPTS.
State Committee.
District Administrative Funds
Conservation District Aide Funds
State and Regional Meeting Expense Funds

$ 624 00
760 00
58 58

Operating Receipts*
County Boards of Commissioners
Sale of Tree and Shrub Plant ing Stock
Annual Meeting Receipts
Other Receipts (Ron Church Dinner Donation) 

TOTAL RECEIPTS

' 50000 
390 00 
217.25 
61.00

$2,610 83

TOTAL AVAILABLE FUNDS

DISBURSEMENTS:

Office Supplies and Postage 
Directors Mileage and Expense 
Fees, Dues, Etc.
Equipment Purchased 
Conservation District Aide:
Bond, Workmen’s Compensation and 

other benefits provided
Reforestation Program Expense: 
Trees
Educational Program Expense:
Annual Meetings
Other Miscellaneous Expenses: 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS

13,090.29

89.60 
42613
125 00 
500 00

1,025.95

57.50

236 50 
13776
265 15
86 06

82,84*67

TOTALENDING CASH BALANCE, June 34,1873 $ i4«.<2

Edward Jelinek, Treaaurer

LONG TERM CREDIT

FOR 

SOHANO 

WAT® 
CONS®VATION PRACTICES

FEDERAL LAND BANK ASSN.
4G3SM-13®

SU Jotaph- Ph. 429-1556
Eat* Gm* Office BM*. 
CtttopoHt-Hu 445-3305



Shortages May Be 
Blessing in Disguise

By Clare M. Musgrove 
County Extension Director

It is difficult for us in America 
to be able to accept the fact that 
we have shortages of commodi­
ties and natural resources. We 
have become so accustomed to 
having most things m sufficient 
quantities that we take it for 
granted they wdl always be with 
us

Our experiences this past 
year, with certain food items 
such as grains and meat, now the 
petroleum situation, and the 
fertilizer shortage for spring 
planting have caused us to think 
more about supply, utilization 
and even perhaps waste. We can 
appreciate more fully the 
experiences of people in other 
countries'who have not had 
enough to eat, or who have been 
cold from the lack of fuel

We can look upon our 
petroleum and fertilizer short­
ages perhaps as a “blessing in 
disguise”. It appears that 
tractor fuel is going to be limited 
when we set out to do the fitting 
of fields next spring. If this is the 
case, we then must think of 
alternative means and what 
better adjustment could we 
make than to switch to minimum 
tillage. Has it always been 
necessary to go over that field 
another time before planting’ 
Did we destroy some soil 
absorption and percolation qual­
ities by overworking the soil? In 
most cases this is what 
overworking the field does to the 
sod.

sayequipment. Needless to

CONSERVATION Wu wish nonUnuud miitim to the 

Gallen River Soil Conservation District

Cooperators of the Galien River Soil Conservation District can 
receive engiaeA-ing assistance in designing drainage systems. Wet 
soils are slow to warm hi the spring and prevent early harvest.

Why not plan now to prepare 
your fields for planting next 
spring with the least amount of 
preparation necessary. This 
may be no-till, just spray the 
field to kill the growth and plant 
It could be minimum tillage with 
a chisel plow or conventional 
plow followed with a tool to 
break over the furrow crown. 
Whatever method, minimum 
tillage is a sound sod conserva­
tion practice

In view of fertilizer shortages, 
we should make the greatest use 
of crop residues and green 
manure crops possible in order 
to keep up the fertdity level of 
our sod Put all crop residues 
back on the land wherever 
possible. This will add to the 
organic content of the sod and 
improve soil tdth It will also 
return valuable plant nutrients 
to the sod in the decomposition 
process

If you planted a cover crop on 
those open fields last fall you 
already are helping to alleviate 
the fertilizer shortage. You, 
prevented sod erosion from wind 
and water over winter The 
addition of this green crop to the 
soil this spring will add 
important plant nutrients to the 
soil, but in addition to that, the 
added organic matter will help 
to prevent leaching of the 
fertilizer we apply for plant 
growth.

Yes, good sound conservation 
practices mil help to get us by as 
we face shortages of such 
commodities as petroleum and 
fertilizer.

Grass Waterway 

Replaces Large Gully

Frank Kotyuk of the United States Soil Conservation Service 
inspects newly constructed waterway on the St Lawrence Farm 
located in Three Oaks Township

Leonard Kaminski of Union 
Pier, inherited a large gully 
when he took over the operations 
of the St Lawrence Seaway 
Farm This 480 acre farm 
located in Three Oaks Township 
is under the management of Ed 
Braid of the Halderman Farm 
Management Service. Mr. Braid 
suggested that Kaminski contact 
the Galien River Sod Conserva­
tion District for engineering 
assistance to design a grassed 
waterway that would replace the 
large gully. Technicians from 
the Sod Conservation Service 
designed a waterway that was 
wide enough for safe disposal of 
excess water from the surround­
ing watershed and yet shallow 
enough to cross with farm

Kaminski was in favor of such 
design and construction began 
last summer 1,400 feet of gully 
was filled, shaped, fertilized, 
and seeded, resulting in erosion 
control and safe disposal of 
run-off water ,

There is a need for many more 
constructed waterways in the 
Gahen River Sod Conservation 
District. Help can be obtained in 
determining the size and 
adequacy of existing waterways 
and the design of new ones from 
the technicians assigned to the 
District. Assistance can be - 
obtained by contacting the Soil 
Conservation Service at 4035 
M-139, St Joseph.

Frank Kotyuk 
Soil Conser’-ation Technician

County to Receive

Soil Survey

At its December 1973 meeting, 
the Bernen County Board of 
Commissioners appropriated 
$100,000 .for preparation of a 
Bernen County Sod Survey

The survey is to be completed 
within the next five years and 
will be prepared by the United 
States Soil Conservation Service 
The Federal agency mil provide 
the sod survey party leader, and 
the county will furnish the other 
two sod scientists that make up 
the sod survey party The Sod 
Conservation Service will pro­
vide housing, transportation, 
maps, and secretarial help 
needed v

Berrien County is high on a 
priority list of counties eligible 
for cost sharing of soil survey 
projects

Rapid urban expansion into 
the townships on the fringe of our 
cities, and along the Lake 
Michigan shore line is one 
compelling reason for the 
survey Many of the soils in these 
areas are very complex with 
a high water table and are 
unsuited for septic tank disposal 
fields

Up-to-date scientific sod in­
formation will be used by many 
agencies and people The Galien 
River and St Joseph River Sod 
Conservation Districts coopera­
tors wdl use the sods map to plan 
their farms for conservation 
land uses Realtors, tax asses­
sors, appraisers for lending 
agencies will find the sod survey 
useful m arriving al equitable 
land values. City, township and 
county agencies will make much 
use of the sods information, 
especially the Road Commis­
sion, Health Department, and 
the Planning Commission.

The directors of the Galien 
River and St Joseph River Sod 
Conservation Districts com­
mend the Berrien County 
Commissioners for the action 
taken at their December 1973 
meeting initiating a comprehen­
sive sod survey for Berrien 
county

Robert Sherrill, Chairman 
Galien River Sod 

Conservation District

LOCAL 
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OF YOUR INSURANCE PROBLEMS 
IS OUR BUSINESS.
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INSURANCE SERVICE CENTER
112 N. Main St Galien, Michigan
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Wide-Spread Attention Being Given to
Land Use and Planning

One of the encouraging trends 
on the conservation scene today 
is the wide-spread attention 
being given to land use policy 
and planning Legislation on 
land use is being proposed in the 
Congress and legislatures 
throughout the nation National, 
regional, state and local meet­
ings and conferences have been 
and are being held to learn about 
land use problems and how to 
solve them

The Michigan Association of 
Soil Conservation Districts es­
tablished a Land Use Committee 
in 1972 to address this important 
question The Michigan Chapter 
of the Soil Conservation Society 
of America has a Land Use 
Position Statement to bring the 
thinking of this professional 
society to the attention of others 
A strong interest in land use 
policy and planning is evidenced 
by Michigan United Conserva­
tion Clubs and affiliate mem­
bers

The Soil Conservation Society 
of America’s National Land Use 
Policy conference (November 
1972) is but one example of what 
is going on in this field A 
conference such as this attracts 
governors, congressmen, admin­
istrators, educators, planners, 
and numerous others m a wide 
range of disciplines

In Michigan, Governor Mill­
iken is giving strong direction m 
developing a state land use plan 
Legislation is now being consid­
ered which will establish a land 
use policy for the state

Another group that has for 
some tune beat involved m land 
use planning is the professional 
planners Planners at the 
regional, county and local levels 
are constantly challenged to 
produce effective and accept­
able land use plans These 
planners have had some success 
m primarily urban and suburban 
areas

Based upon work by soil 

conservation districts, m cooper­
ation with planning commis-' 
sions, USDA and other federal 
agencies, agencies of state and 
count^overrunents, and others, 
the Sod Conservation Service 
has published a “Prime Lands of 
Michigan” map The prime 
lands identified are agriculture, 
forestry, recreation and wddlife

Currently most sod conserva­
tion districts now are providing 
the leadership to refine this 
prime lands map for their 
county The sod conservation 
districts are in a unique position 
to provide leadership in land use 
planning on private lands., 
Furthermore, if they wish to do 
so, sod conservation districts 
caq play a significant role m the 
development of county land use 
plans

It should be noted that the 
implementation of any land Use 
plan wdl not be easy. Opposition 
to plans based pn social, political 
and economic factors is certain 
to* occur Perhaps the most 

important factor m opposition to 
planned land use is our historic 
land ethic It’s the one that goes 
like this “This is my land I own 
itinfeetitle I can do with it and 
use it as I wish ” It is unlikely 
that society will accept this 
reasoning in the future.

Sod conservation districts for 
more than two decades have 
promoted the concept that 
landowners are stewards of the 
land. This concept implies wise 
use and proper care so that all 
citizens and future generations 
will have adequate land to meet 
their needs. If the stewardship 
concept can prevail,-land use 
plans will be implemented, 
provided all interested parties 
are involved m developing the' 
plan,

By Arthur H Cratty, State 
Conservationist, Sod Conserva­
tion Service, East Lansing, 
Michigan-November 1973

The Solar Forest

(continued from page 2)

Concentrated solar energy in 
the form of fossd fuels—coal, od, 
and gas-is being rapidly 
depleted, and we know that these 
fuels are not being rapidly 
renewed

The only sizeable'storage of 
solar energy in the future may 
well be in the world’s forests. 
Here are accumulated each year 
perhaps 10 billion calories per 
acre, the energy equivalent of 
about 310 gallons of gasoline

Trees are a renewable 
resource Forest and' tree 
management is energy manage­
ment too, and renewable energy 
supplies aren't easy to find these 
days With our energy needs 
increasing at a tremendous rate, 
it’s tune to recognize yet another 
valuable use for our tree and 
forest resources

Gordon Terry, Area Forester
Michigan Dept of Natural 

Resources
Cassopolis, Michigan

HE4G00D1E ONLY THROUGH

SOIL CONSERVATION
IM Jlnw mrO MJMCta TO fllMnMi W 
productivity of hit topcoM is gwbNnf with hit 
most valucblc asset, naadtassly risking aH the 
money and yean of effort he has put into his 
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refit with hit future, protecting hit kwertment, 
. building for a permanently auccettful operation.

CASH to run the Farm? Farming, like any other business, must show a profit The
farmer must know his job. To maintain a good standard good equipment is needed.
and CASH is needed to repair or improve your farm buildings or equipment CASH to 
buy feed or seed too. Today, set up a wise program by consulting your local soil 
conservation agent or office. For CASH, then see us, we have the CASH for all sound
purposes. Our Bank is ready to help you 
grow!

Come on in and watch your farm profits

Got A LotA Growing For You At
9 branches to serve you: Benton Harbor (4 locations) ♦ Baroda • Buchanan • Eau Claire • Gallen • Lakeshore- acrtw wk

ICB




